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By a Regular Contributor.)

The press of the world has com
mented to a considerable extent up
on the recent visit of the German 
Emperor to the Pope, and some of 
the after-effects bf that step are al
ready being felt. Amongst othprs 
we may note the projected law which 
aims at removing the disabilities of 
the Jesuit Order in that country. In 
fact> i$ is almost a radical change 

.is the attitude of Germany towards 
'Catholicity that ha» been operated, 
and the Emperor seems to be the 
ÜJQYing spirit in the entire affair, 

While special criticism may be 
brought to bear upon an isolated 
speech, or public utterance, of the 
Emperor, atill the surest means of 
discovering his characteristic and 
sentiments is to take all his speeches, 
letters, and other public utterances, 
and, divesting them of whatever lo
cal coloring they may have, to seek 
in them the dominant note. A Ger
man writer, of Breslan, Herr S 
Schroeder, has just published a vol
ume containing all the Cabinet or
ders, addresses, sermons, letters, 
telegrams, and other expressions, 
written or spoken, that have come 
from the Emperor during the past 
fifteen years.

"Innominato" has made a judi
cious and careful selection from the 
most striking passages in this book. 
In glancing over them there are two 
predominating notes that we cannot 
fail to detect. The first, is in regard 
to religion, in which the Emperor iç 
variably places all trust in God, re
fers all successes to Him, takes His 
Providence into consideration in 
everything, great or small. The sec
ond, is the spirit international 
courtesy—a tending towards peace 
and concord—and a delicate atten
tion to the feelings and sentiments 
of others.

To illustrate both of these we will 
select such passages, from "Innomin- 
ato's" synopsis of the book above 
mentioned as are calculated- to ac
centuate these two points. Commen
cing then with the religious aspect 
of the subject, we find him offering 
us the following samples:—

Whether as subjects or as 
soldiers he has esteem only 
for good Christians: "Whoever 
is not an honest Christian is not an 
honest man and cannot be a good 
Prussian soldier nor fulfil in any cir
cumstances the duties which the 
Prussian army demands of its* sol
diers." (Nov. 16. 1897.) If neigh
boring, nations are renegades to their 
Christian traditions, the Hohenzdl- 
lerns cling to them and attribute to 
their faithfulness their successes : 
"Why have we been permitted to at
tain the results which we have gain
ed? That is above all because in our 

.family tradition dominates and be- 
'cauee we look upon ourselves as sent 
by God to govern the peoples over 
whom He has called! us to reign and 
to lead them morally through life." 
(Jan. 24, 1889.)

The Emperor is conscious of his 
responsibility toward God; "Wil
helm I. is an example not only for 
his grandson, but for all monarchs, 
who are unable to do anything ex
cept inasmuch as they are convinced 
that the function that has been con
fided to them by Heaven obQiges 
them to give an account of it to 
Heaven." (March 18, 1895.) So, the 
part of the German Emperor in re
gard to religion is no doubtful one: 
"It will be the part of the German 
Emperor in the course of the new 
«entury to preserve religion, in spite 
of the new spirits mid the new ideas; 
they will offer a model to all the 
nations of the earth.” (June 3 9, 
1902.) "The two religion/*, Catholic 
and Protestant, which divide our 
country must follow the same ob
ject; to preserve and strengthen in 
my people the fear of God and the 
respect for His law." " Whoever 
does not conduct |>is life on the basis 
Of religion is a lost man."

The newspapers have reported ,in 
full the magnificent address delivered 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, of which this is 
the conclusion:

"I take here the vow of placing un
der the Cross of Christ the whole 
German Entpire, the whole nation, 
my army represented here by this 
staff; I place myself under it and 
my family. I wish to live under the 
protection of Him who could say : 
'Heaven and earth shall pass away, 

my words shall not pass a-

e or the most intimate friends 
r is Cerdi, 
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at court and iff the Emperor's ad
viser in mostly all serious matters.

Turning now to hie expressions had long before stated he would
concerning other rulers, we find his 
dispositions well set fdrthi in these 
passages that are selected by "Inno
minato.

"He eagerly seizes on all opportun
ities for having old quarrels forgot
ten and for softening the conflict be
tween unavoidable rivalries. To the 
widow of President Carnot he writes: 
"Carnot, worthy of hie great name, 
has fallen honorably, like a soldier 
on the field of battle." (June 24, 
1891.) To the English officers he 
declares: “Queen Victoria, that 
great lady through the wisdom of her 
counsel." (Dec. 16, .1890.) To the 
Americans he cables: "President 
McKinley^ a noble son of the New 
Wqrld. has died in the accomplish
ment of the greatest of duties, that 
of the head of a State." (Sept. 14, 
1901.) His compliments to foreign 
sovereigns are always well timed 
and never commonplace.

"But it is especially "France, our 
chivalrous enemy" (Dec. 14, 1891) 
whose sympathies the Emperor teems 
to seefc. "Let u6 celebrate our vic
tories in the great war without any 
feeling of pride and doing full jus
tice to the unsuccessful courage with 
which our enemy fought." (Aug. 19, 
1895.) At St. Privât, where Mar
shal Canrobert destroyed the Prus
sian Royal Guard under the eyes of 
the old Emperor, who shed tears of
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accept aa apersonal gilt,but would use 
for the benefit of the Church. At the 
Deaf and Dumb Institute on St. 
Denis street, there was a magnificent 
entertainment in the evening. In 
fact, the entire proceedings constitut
ed a red-letter day in history of the 
young and flourishing parish.

We desire to join our humble con
gratulations to those of the parish
ioners and to wish Abbe Larocque 
a long lease of years, in health and 
strength, to carry on and complete 
the great work that he has so nobly 
commenced and so valiantly prose
cuted for the benefit of the north of 
our city, for the greater good of th< 
Church, and for the undying glory 
of God.
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grief, Wilhelm H. thus addressed his
troops: "I wish that this monument, 
erected to the memory of those who 
died at St. Privât, should be looked 
upon as a testimonial of honor for 
the soldiers of both armies, the 
French Army as well as ours; for 
here the French soldiers fell heroic
ally for their Emperor and for their 
country. * * * I wish that our 
banner should be lowered, and also 
wave their colors over the graves in 
which our adversaries rest, as if to 
whisper to them that we honor with 
the same respect the valor of all 
brave men." (Aug. 18. 1899)."

We certainly owe the famous cor
respondent a debt for having cast 
such a new light upon the character 
of Germany's Emperor, and in its 
beams we can read more clearly the 
significance of this recent visit to 
the Vatican anà all the deference 
paid to the Head of the Catholic 
Church.
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Larocque’s 
Silier Jubilee.

On Sunday last the parishioners of 
St. Louis de France held a triple re
ligious celebration. It was the fif
teenth anniversary of the founding of 
the parish, the twenty-fifth anniver
sary of the ordination of Rev. Abbe 
Larocque, the parish priest, and the 
fiftieth birthday of the s-ame good 
paetor. Founded on the 17th May, 
1888, the parish has become one of 
the most important in the city, and 
it possesses one of the grandest 
churches in the arendîoeese. Ever 
since its organization Abbe Larocftue 
has been in charge, and the fruits 
of his zeal ai d ability are to be 
counted by the hundred. The de
scription of the new Churph, which 
was dedicated in 1897, by Mgr. Paul 
Larocque, of Sherbrooke, uncle of 
the present pastor, and on which 
occasion a glowing sermon was 
preached by Mgr. Gravel, of Nicolet, 
may be summarized thus:—

Its dktprior architecture marked a 
wide departure from the ideals pro- 
viously followed out; in religious 
construction. The effect was strik
ing. The facade of cut stone con
sists of three arches which rorm a 
peri-style. The central arch is 
crowned by a bronze statute of the 
Church’s patron saint, Louis de. 
France. The main tower is 208 feet 
high. The body of the Church is 
240 feet long and 82 feet wide. The 
Roman style of architecture is em
ployed in the interior, and the fur
nishings throughout are exceedingly 
rich and beautiful.

Rev. Abbe Larocque was born near 
Burlington, Vt., May 18, 1868, ex
actly a half century ago *n Monday. 
He received his education at St. 
Thereto College, and afterwards he 
remained there for sevesal years of 
professor of Latin literature and th. 
sciences.

In his late twenties he came tc 
Montreal and received the appoivt. 
ment of assistant In St. Gabriel’s 
Church, under Father McCarthy. Re 
remained in this work for a year, 
and then became chaplain for th< 
Good Shepherds Institution or 
Sherbrooke street, where he remnlneri 
until he took charge of hie present 
parish In 1888.

It would take many columns to tel 
of the grandeur and imposing c' 
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Ottawa, May 20, 1903.
At the recent meetings of the 

D’Youville Reading Circle the French 
Associations Law has been one of 
the interesting subjects spoken of 
under the head of "Current Events," 
which occupy a part of each meet
ing. That history repeats itself can 
be seen from the present state of af
fairs in France which so much re
semble the doings in that country 
previous to the Revolution. It was 
remarked that this Law is being en
forced in the names of Reason and 
Justice.

Parts of Wordsworth’s "Prelude " 
were recommended for reading a pro 
pos of French affairs to-day, and re
ference was made to a magazine pub
lished fortnightly by the "Messen
ger," which contains* a strong pro
test against the French Government 
and stands for the orders.

Attention was called to the Phil
ippine question, and to a very sar
castic review, by Rev. Father Mid- 
dleton, an Auguatinian> on two re
ports published about the question. 
This report on the reports sholw 
them to have been forced and illiber
al. In connection with the same 
subject a paper entitled "Religion 
and Education in the Philippines," 
was alluded to the Bill concerning 
Ritualism in England was merely 
mentioned. After devoting a part of 
the evening tc current events the re
mainder is taken up with literature.

Ellen Thorneycroft Fowler’s de
scriptions in her book "Fuel of 
Fire" were said to be beautiful, ] 
while the story itself is a healthy 
one since it teaches that evil does 
not really prevail in the world. The 
March and April numbers of Mosh
er's magazine containing articles on 
George Eliot’s "Silas’ Marner" and 
Gilbert Parker’s "Right of Way " 
were spoken of. Among the new 
books lately received in the library 
are "The History of Ileland," by A. 
M. Sullivan; the "Life of 0. A. 
Brownson," the "Star Dreamer," by 
Edgerton Castle; ;‘A Book of a 
Thousand Questions, ” by Rev. Fa
ther Conway; the "Glories of the 
Catholic Church In Architecture" and 
the "Gentleman from Indiana." Our 
study of the Renaissance shall be 
continued next year. This term we 
have reached in our study of the sub
ject the causes, Rellgiqus, Social, 
Political and Philosophical, which 
led to the Revolution. At the May 
meeting of the Circle "Lanncelbt " 
was the special literary topic. The 
beautiful .ending given in the origin
al story by Mallory was compared 
with the different versions by mod
ern writers. Extracts from Con de B. 
Fallen’s exquisite rendition of the 
atonement and death of Launcelot 
were read.

At the next and last meeting of 
the Reading Circle a summary of the 
year's work ami pioguss will be
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FALSE REPORTS.

CLOSING CONVENTS.

Paris, May 16,—The sealing up of 
the convent at Snrtene,. under the 
Law of Associations, was accom
plished recently with considerable 
difficulty. The InhaUltants. who had 
armed themselves for the purpose of j 
protecting the convent, w«re driven j 
off by the troops at the po’nt of the I

ABOUT CATHOLIC PRELATES — 
Here is a statement that appeared 
in the daily press, of the city on 
Tuesday last'. We give it exactly as 
it was published:

Archliishop O'Brien, of Halifax 
and Archbishop McDonald, of St, 
John's left for Ottawa recently to 
take part in the conference of bish
ops and archbdshops, which Mgr 
Sbarretti, the. Apostolic Delegate, 
desired should be held. It is under
stood this will be but a prelim inary 
meeting, and no definite decision will 
be arrived at with regard to the 
questions which are to be discussed. 
On request of the Pope, through 
Mgr. Bruchési, the Manitoba school 
question will be thoroughly gone 
to, as His Holiness desires that the 
Catholics of the province of Mani
toba shall be given the same lights 
as those of other provinces."
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bayonet. Numerous arrests were

This is all a maltter of surmise. 
The enterprising journalist has add 
ed a few facts together and has 
drawn from them the foregoing con
clusion. Here are the facts, each 
true to a certain degree, upon which 
this unfounded statements was found
ed.

Firstly, His Holiness the Pope con
ferred with the Canadian Premier 
last summer on the subject of the 
Manitoba schools. The purport of 
that communication no person 
knows. On the occasion of the visit 
of King Edward VII. to. Rome, it 
was reported that the Pope brought 
before His Majesty the subject which 
he had brought previously to atten
tion of the Premier. On the occa
sion of his visit to Rome last sum
mer, Mgr. Bruchési was given some 
very important information for the 
benefit of the Canadian4 hierarchy, 
the nature of which has not been 
made public, nor is it uecessary that 
It should, unless so deemed by His 
Grace.

These are three facts that concern 
Rome. Now as to Canada; it is 
true that Archbishop O’Brien and 
Archbishop McDonald did pass 
through Montreal and proceed to 
Ottawa. It is equally true that they 
tbere met the Apostolic Delegatp. 
and even spoke on the occasion of 
the reception tendered him by the 
Knights of Columbus. But once these 
various facts have been recorded all 
Information ceases and the fabide of 
imaginary meetings for supposed pur
poses appears.

At present Archbishop Bruchési is 
diocese. Archbishop Duhamel iao- 
diocese. Archbishop Duhamel is a-

D1TTY.

opinion of others.

way on hit- pastoral visitation, and 
will not return tq .the Capital till 
the 80th May. He was represented 
at the reception the other night by 
his Vican-Gencrai, Mgr. Routhier. 
Archbishops O'Brien and McDonald

Meure your worth by the «tied- went to Ottawa to attend the meet- 
rd oi duty well done, not by the ings 0, the Royal Canadian Society
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St.

and to Prince Edward Island, they- per source, in order to give our read-
had not an opportunity of meeting 
at an earlier date. They were not 
summoned by the Delegate for any 
special purpose. No such meeting is 
to be held, or has been held, either 
preliminary or otherwise. Arch
bishop Duhamel did not discontinue 
his pastoral visits to return and 
meet the other prelates. And the 
secretary of the Apostolic Delegate 
says that there is no Information of 
the kind that can be founded, • and 
that at the delegation there is none 
to be given out. In a wipyd, the

*sr

era an idea of how far they should 
depend' on the secular press for 
Catholic news of importance. And 
we make this flat contradiction on 
our responsibility.
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