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What Canada’s Vital Assets Are
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Worth

They are Worth Conserving in Order to Reduce of Annual
Expenditure of $116,000,000 on Sickness

By J. W. MacMILLAN, D.D.

It ic the constant complaint of social students in
the Tnited States that the vital statistics of their
conntry are so scanty. Much more may that fault
L found in Canada. In many cases no estimates are
poccible, or, if attempted, are mere guess work. In
reeard to such figures as we have, however, the
parallel with similar conditions in the United States

Lo I'he ratio 90:7, as expressmg the relative

prlation- of the two countries, is found to apply
f ¢l to many of the particulars of life and
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ke allowances for such things.
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] P ouand  UThat gives 105,000
din i ovear Verording to Professor Fisher,
Wwlio cut h ool with all possible caution
and 1 Iwavs to minimums, 4297 of these are
HET | ntable v postponable. Thus we have
in Canada cach vear 44,100 needless deaths. By

usine  well understood methods of prevention and

retedy thi waste mieht he saved. Again, Professor
IMicher calenlates the average cconomic value of the
T now cacerificed by preventable deaths, using
fhie e distribution of deaths and fhe percentages
of preventability, Th average is £1,700. By the
multiptication of 44100 x $1,700 we 1'nd the annual
e ity loss of cupitalized net irnings, which
& V0000,

now the question of morbidity, or sickness.

NI res on the oy ernee, 000 persons in Can-
| the sick list. VMost of these persons are of
I the averace e, and statisties show that

clity inereases with age in geometrical progres-
Itois calenlated (hat one-third of the sick, or
wein the workine period of life. Remember-

| itoone fourth of these are not producers, and
e the average carnings at $§700, we get the net

I ol varnines cach year through sickness as $40,-
TO (11

Bt therve i another side to morbidity besides loss
of carnin There is the cost of the sickness. Pro
fescor 17 hor uses fwo o estimates in his reckoning
mothic point. The first is the statement of Doctor

Pives ol New York, that the cost of medicul atten-
niedicine, nursing, efe., for the consumptive
poer ieoat e

b REA0 per day of illness. If we reflect
ih nherenlos not one of the costliest diseases,
and that other ¢lasses spend more when ill than the
poor o cocan safely adopt this as a minimum.
Apphvine i fo the 232,000 always ill we get as the
annual cotool siekness $126,567,500,

The other cotimate is mueh lower. Tt is from the

ficure s compiled by the Commissioner of Labor for

tne United Siates. e shows that the annual expen-
diture rfor e and death in workingmen’s fami-
lies i< 3270 Vven this figure, if applied to the 1,517.-
T Toities of Canada would make the total bill for

ilness and death $40,979,024. The true cost may
well he twice this

sum, or much more than that.
That we may retain the utmost margin of safety
inoour estimates let us adopt this latter reckon m:.

The sum, then, of the costs of illness, inclading
both loss of wages and cost of care is 240,79¢
plus $40,979,0234, which is $81,771.534

500

In this sum no notice is taken of the loss from
“unduce fatigue” which there is some reason to be-
lieve exceeds in its effect upon efficiency the loss of
illness. There is no mention of the cost of the care
of the insane and feebleminded. 1t is impossible to
tell how much of the cost of alcoholism is mdireetly
included. There is no mention at all of the minor :1if—

ments—headaches, toothaches, the “just poorly feel-
ing—from which the aggregate loss is enormous.

In a general summary Professor Fisher says, “The
actual economic saving annually possible in this
country (the United States) by preventing needless
deaths, needless illness (serious and minor) and
needless fatigue is certainly far greater than one
and a half billions, and may be three or four times
as great.” Applying the ratio 90:7 we find that over
one hundred and sixteen millions is the possible
saving for Canada.

An application of the human price list to immigra-
tion is an inviting field. How much more is an im-
migrant worth in himself than the paltry $25 be is
asked to show! [How ('l'imill;ll}}(‘?:':lrul(\\'s is the lack

of policy which makes almost no  effort to utilize
these human values to advantage! How much we
owe to the homes and schools of the land from which
he came for bearing the heavy expense of rearing
him and presenting him to us as a finished instru-
ment, 4 mature man!

But leaving immigration for the present to one
side, let us confess that these computations show
that the practice of sanitation is worth while as a

public measure. The M. H. O. is abundantly justi-
fied, and a people who love and value life should
not stint his resources nor balk at the inconve-
niences his programme necessitates. Yet there are
cities in Canada, to say nothing of couuties and
towns, where the Medical Health Officer is appoint-
ed with no peculiar qualifications for his post, the
supposition being that any doctor will do. In such
places no wonder that inspection of doubtful pre-
mises is slackly done, that tainted meat and milk
are sold, and that only some cases of infectious
diseases are isolated. Tt is in the wake of such slip-
shod and purblind adiminstration that disease and
death pile up their grim bills of costs.

No one who has taken part in the great jife-saving
enterprises which are at work in Canada, such as
the Anti-Tuberculosis League, or the campaigns for
pure milk, or the movement for hetter housing, hut
knows how thick is the ignorance and how unyield-
ing the indifference of the bhig public. These unsel-
fish workers are accustomed to bheing patronized,
pitied, laughed at, and opposed. The objeet of this
and the preceding article is not at all to shield them
from the smiles or the sneers of their neizhhors. T
have a greater obiect in view: to cut the ground
from under the forces which actively oppose them.
or the opposition is generally economie. Tt is the

cost of something new or the loss of something old *

is convincingly pleaded against the roformers. lLet
the champions of “letting things alone” study the
figures T have given. As they insist on setting things
above persons and are willing to sacrifice a baby
any day to save a dollar, it may impress them to
learn that persons are worth more than things, even
in money vlue, and that each baby that is born is
worth twenty-five dollars.

How Retail Pro

its are Reduced

Rising Prices the ‘‘Bete Noir’’ of the Retail Merchants

By WML .J. BRYAN

Last week the retail grocers of Toronto held a
meeting of protest against the small margin of pro-
fit allowed them by bakers for the sale of their
hread.  In the city of Toronto it has been the prac-
tice of bhakers to allow large purchasers of bread
like the retail grocers, a disconnt of 2 cents per large
loaf. At the time that figure was set it was quite

tisfactory to the retail trade. Why then, the ca-
sual observer is likely to ask, have the grocers any
reason for complaint, when a margin of two cents per
loat s <till bheing allowed?

Ao the time a margin of two cents per large loaf
was set bread was costing the retailer 8 cents per
lrrce loaf and he sold it for 10 cents. That allowed
him o profit of 20 percent, which was quite satis-
factory.  DBut with the last rise in the price of bread,
it costs the vetailer 14 cents o large loaf and he has
to sell it for 16 cents. This only gives him 12'% per-
cent profit and as it costs the average city grocer
from 16 to I8 percent to conduct his business, it may
clearly be sceen that he loses money by selling bread

on this has

It is this very thing that is largely responsible for
decreased pereentaces of profit in retail establish-
ments under enhanced prices. The dealer may ad-

vincee the price of goods the same amount per pound,

vard or packa as it has been raised by the whole-
sader or manufacturer but he is not maintaining his
profits as he sometimes thinks he is, for his precent-

A of profit is being reduced.

That prices have heen advancing at o rapid rate in
Canada during the past few years and particularly in
the Inst two years, is indicated by the figures present-
cd in the report on wholesale prices in Canada for
1910 recently issued by the Department of Labour at
Ottawa.  The index ficure based on quotations on 272
commodities rose from 1389 in January to 161.1 in
December of last year. This as compared with an
index ficure of around 134 previous to the outbreak
of war and of 124 four years before.

ITicher prices are not confined to one or a few
lmes either. Grains and fodder were 18.5 percent
hicher in 1915 than in 1914, dairy products showed
anoadvance of 3.7 percent, groceries advanced 15 per-
cent, textiles, 11 percent, hides and leather 5.1, me-
tals 347, paints and glass 11.5, home furnishings, 4.6,
drugs and chemicals 50.3 percent, ete. Only a few
lines like furs, lumber and fruits showed any de-

crease. These figures are quoted to show the diffi-

culty with which business establishments in all lines
are confronted in their effort to maintain the per-

centage of gross profit.

Not only are gross profits being reduced in many
instances by higher prices but the higher expenses
in conducting most lines of business today are tend-
ing to reduce the margin of net profit still farther.
Fvery retailer who keeps a properly ‘conducted ex-
pense hook can give conerete evidence of this fact.
In the first place wages are generally higher while
the merchant has to pay higher prices for paper,
twine, printing and many other things for which he
receives no direct returns. Added to this is the high-
er standard of service that is being demanded of
the retailer by the public of today, all contributing
to o higher cost of doing business and narrowing the

margin bhetween expenses and gross profit.

It is this very fact — that higher prices and high-

er expenses are reducing profits in the retail busi-

ness, or at least making it more difficult to main-
tain them -~ that makes it most essential that retail-
crs gauge their progress by the actual profits and
not by the turnover of their business. Retailers to-
day are apt to think that they are doing well be-
cause their monthly sales records are larger than
they used to be, when the increase may really be due
to the higher selling prices of goods. Only the same
quantity of goods may be sold this year as last, or
possibly a smaller amount, vet the enhanced prices
may bring sales to a much higher figure. For this
reason retailers should gauge their progress by a
frequent inventory which will show the exact stand-
ing of their business. Tt is unfortunate but never-
theless true that many retailers do not take an in-
ventory of  their business as frequently as they
should and not having a check on actual profits as
often as they should. such dealers are likely to be
mislead by the success that they believe they see

in sales figures.

PERSONAL.

W. H. Curle, administration commissioner of the
Manitoba Workmen’s Compensation Act, visited Tor-
onto and other Ontario cities last week, making a
study of the methods of organization of the Ontario
act.
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