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The Development of:;he

Poor Development May Account For Low Production

B Canadian stockmen have not made the
W most of our opportunities. This is em-
phasized by the low production of much
of our really good stock. We are not thorough
enough as compared with the Old Countryman. |
like to look upon ourselves as past the point where
we need be told that the pure-bred sire is the one
economical road to progress. I like to believe that
even pure-bred is not now good enough. We are
reaching the point where we must have more
live stock, and It must be better live stock. Our
margin is smaller. The old cow will eat her head,
off quicker than ever before. The right kind of
stock involves d as well as b
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Seven or elght months le still better. Rolled oats
may be fed mlong with the milk. And It is al
Ways the last month of feeding that counts in
getting superidr development.

I favor oats as the basal grain feed Smaler
Quantities of other grans may be added. Patent
calf feeds are nc necessary. Grass for calves s
often abused. A calf should be well developed to
make good use of grass. I would advise a nice
fresh grass paddock near the bulldings, with
shade or shelter; access to the barn is the ideal

and it is on development that I will dwell,

| want to start developing before the calf ar
rives. Ten months of work, two months' rest,
with the cow calving in good vital condition, gets
us a “ood, vigorous calf. When the calf arrives
we should be ready for it. Many a stunted calf
and three-quartered cow can be triced to careless.
ness at this time. Bvery stable should have dis-
infectant handy for use at this period.

Fall Calves Advised.

Where & man can raise fall calves I advise him
to do so. I have seen many cases where fall
calves bave overlaken calves dropped the previ-
ous spring and passed them.
Flies, heat and oftentimes

ar 1 would not depend on grass alto-
gether at any time, and would wean the calves
to it gradually. Whole oats are splendid at this
time.

Winter Development.

When it comes to wintering a heifer, many
Come out in the spring, poorer than they went
in in the fall. The winter ought to afford us our
best chence for development. At least at Ste.
Anne’s we look for greater winter development
than summer development. For this purpose the
cheap feeds are the best. Silage comes first gnd
has no equal as a general stock food. Turnips
and ensilage make an ideal combination. 1 have
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Induced many stock men to go into roots, and

they now realize their-value
Clover and alfalfa are ideal for dry roughage,
but sometimes we haven't got it We are in that
position at Ste. Anne's. Growing peas and oats,
however, let us out. We haven't fod a pound of
clover Way to a calf, bull or cow this past winter,

Our sowing mixture is two bushels of oats to one
of peas. We cut In the milk stage and cure,
Care must be taken to get it cured well. Some
of ours got too far along, but in feeding we
soaked it with molasses solution and 8ot on fine,
This is the forie of feed molasses,

I would rot advise going to the extreme in
housing and foreing. Even a spring calf should
&el a run on fall pasture. 1 don't like the roung,
tidy appearance of exclusively stall-fed calves,

Age of Breeding.

Many give all of these attentions to the develop-
ment of their heifer calves, but the cows don't
turn out as well as they should. Why? 1 be-
lieve in many cases it Ig due to the owner being
In too great a hurry to get the heifers In milk.
I wouldn't have a heifer bred to drop a cailf be-
fore she was 30 months of age, and most 0" them
come @ little late. There is a little risk ar the
other extreme in deferring freshening to .ufee

years,

neglect, retard the growth of
the spring calf. In feeding the
calves, whether fall or spring,
they must first have their
mother'’s milk. There is a
great tendency to try and feed
the calves more milk than is
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advise—don't overfeed. The

maximum amount here is 20

bs. of skim milk & day, or to | eq

an unusually large calf, 24 Iba, the
Where there is no skim milk Pounds,
we must foed some whele milk. i
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Increases in Three Years' Cow Testing, Both in Number of Cows

and Yields of Milk,

Three Years Ago. Increase
No. of  Aver: per Cow
. Cows. Lb. Milk. Lb.

Mitk,

Increase over the stock.
Lb.

! was speaking on thiy sub-
Ject at a meeting in & datrying
district in Quebec. After the

Went out to the stable to look
First we
looked over Laura, She was s
0, big oy cow. Beside her was
another, small and pinched. I

Percentage
No. of
Cows.
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