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faith. This is the position in which he sets the 
Christian. We are 41 begotten again into a living 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead.’* It is not exactly that we are risen with Him; 
but he looks at Christ as risen and gone in, and 
therefore that He has begotten us again to a living 
hope, and that 44an inheritance incorruptible, and 
that fadeth not away.** There it is, kept safe in 
heaven for us. As Paul said,441 know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which 1 have committed unto him against 
that day.'* All his happiness was safe in heaven, 
and the Lord could keep it safe for him ; and then 
we have the blessed truth that we are 44 kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation/*

There is the character and the path of the Chris­
tian—both these things ; the blessed faithfulness of 
the Lord in keepiug it for us and us for it, and at 
the same time the character of the Christian as 
passing onwards towards it, and a little of the 
trials of the way. We first see that here. You 
will find it in the striking contrast with the law and 
the position that Israel had under it. Indeed this 
runs through the whole—constantly in the New 
Testament,

The apostle says,44 Elect according to the fore­
knowledge of God the Father." He rests them on 
this blessed truth—their being “elect according to 
the foreknowledge of God the Father." Not merely 
a people chosen out as a nation, but it was that 
foreknowledge of God the Father through which


