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of Great Britain, we turned to the Trade and Naviga­
tion Returns up to 1st July last with curiosity to sc. 
what traces then* were of this inroad. We see n> 
signs whatever. In the tirst half of I$(j8 the Briti- 
< \|iort~ of machinery ami mill work were $8,514,811. 
this year, ill first six months, they were $14.5j6,7<)2, ;u:

In steam engines, locomo

the latter being $11,375,000. of which about one third 
coffee, one third tea, and one-third wine 

I he following were the principal imports into 1 ireat 
Britain of articles from Canada in past half year:
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lives, agricultural machines, sewing machines, mining 
machinery, textile machinery, the exports of (ireat 
Britain increased this year. The same remark a]» 

The returns before us afford
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5,169,400 plies also to tiermaiiy 
no ground whatever for the scare which has been ex 
cited over goods “Made in Germany,” reducing tin 
imports «if British goods into that empire 
thv exports from Great Britain to Germany this year 
materially larger than in first half of ïKv7 in cutlcn 
implements, tools, hoops, sheets, tin plates, east iron 

h ois. black plates for tinning, ami steam engines 
The total icrcase in the value of British products

inc. 597,190$ IM,2*4,590 17,6*7,100

The principal exports of Great Britain to Canada 
from January to July this year, ac :ding to British 
returns, were ai below:—
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and manufactures exported in the past half year over 
the same period in 1808 
show* ilia! in the battle for tile world's trade victory 
still perches mi the British standard.
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THE RIVALRY OF THE PORTS.

I he energy and enterprise of Montrealers and the 
expenditure of money in improving channels ami ter 
minai faeililies and arranging for the rajiid and eco 
mimical handling of merchandize is incidentally made 
the subject of an interesting editorial in the New 
York "Commercial Bulletin" of Tuesday last. Un­
der the above heading that excellent journal says:

"The extended interview with Mr. Smith of the 
State Vominerce Uommission published by this paper 
i- probably a pretty gis«| forecast of the report the 
Commission will make so far as it deals with the ex 
isting situation. Mr. Smith avoids the recommenda­
tions which ought to he made; lie may not have reach­
ed a conclusion himself as to this branch of the mat­
ter, Intt the more probable fact is that he does not feel 
at liberty to anticipate the recommendations of the 
Commission while the testimony regarding certain 
salient features of thv situation is so clear and so un­
animous that no consideration of official etiquette 
need restrain him from speaking of it; of course In­
states only his own impressions; he does not speak 
for his colleagues, hut they can hardily come to any 
different conclusion as to what the facts arc, and we 
presume that Mr Smith is not unwilling to have the 
public understand that so far as this goes he is fore­
shadowing the report. We have within a few days 
heard from another member of the Commission, Mr. 
Sehieren, on one important branch of the subject 
under investigation. We do not attempt to extort 
from thv interview with him a prediction of what the 
Commission will recommend as to the improvement 
of tlie canal; it is enough to observe the impression 
nude upon him by the facts of the present and the 
past.
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Tin increase of exports to Canada this year over 
Inst half iit i8«i8, apart from new ships, was $<>57. 
580, which was $(10,31/1 in excess of the increase of 
import- from Canada. As the total im|*irts into 
Great Britain in the last half year were $1,183,(184. 
nxi, and the total exports, $800.14(1,000, the contribu­
tions to this enormous foreign trade made by Canada 
were so small in proportion to the whole a- to have 
made no very material difference in the total. The 
total value of the yarns and textile manufacture» ex 
ported from Great Britain between end of December. 
|S>8, and end of June. 181*1, was $23<).2o8,0(x>, the 
total of metals and articles made from metals, ex
ihisive of ships, was $138,11x1,1**1, of which $47.(183, 
i«»i was fur machinery. If we compare these figures 
with those representing Ihe cxjiorts to Canada, we 
cannot Inn In impressed with the unreasonableness of 
expecting Great Britain to run any risk whatever of 
pirjudieially affecting her vast foreign trade in order 
I-1 gratify ( anada (ireat Britain, for years, has been 
buying from («> to 70 per cent, of all the gi**ls we 
have sent abroad, but we have been buying only 
from 25 to 35 per cent, from Great Britain of what 
good» we have bought abroad, and our total pur 
chases in the markets of Great Britain have only 
been about 3 per cent, of the total of her sales to 
sale customers. Manifestly, the trade relations be­
tween the Mother country and this Dominion differ 
very widely.

S«i much ha* In-en xaid of late regarding the en- 
iToachnient* nude by the United States on the trade
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