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OCZ^ NATIONAI^ DRINK BILL FOR 188.'^. > 261 ,

years, aud having made cayeful inquiries bot(i hefe ami in

Aniericu, I au'j fully safeisfi^d that fully six tfenths of uU the

cases of insanity found in these realms i^rise from no otlior

cause but intemperance"."
'
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Then there is the case of. those who have the capability

for education, and iivho yet remain untaught. The

10,000,000 of children in the counl^ry, giv6n to us by God
to be our national stren^jth and glory, but'who have become
our uationajl weakiKiss and disgrace. Why were they not -

found in the schools till the State interfered^and* made edu-

cation cQLQpuIsory ? Not because ther&,%l!re uo schools to

receive tftem
; not because of the high price of educatiori

;

but because, in the lirst place, a workijug ^nian spending

from £10 to iJ15/a year «t drink will have hard work ta

lind food for his faniily'witn" the rest of his incbn'je ; and
next, as Mr. QoscUen said the other' day at Halifax, and as

ourvManchesier Educational Aid Society lias abundantly

shown, the effect of the dHnk is so to dt^grade the mAil
tastesv4nd perceptions, and so to steel the heart, that the f^

education of th^, children is sacrificed to the sensual appe- *

tites of the imreuts. Tiiia is seen- in ihe fact \\n\t nearly
*

2 2,0 OB children are in reformatories and industrial schools,

and tliat' there were 97,274 pi osecutions last year under the

Education Act.'^I question if one,of tliese was against an ' •

abstainer. These are, as 1^ «fle, specially anxious for tlieir

children to.have the benefit of education. How the drink'

hinders education was wull shown by Mr. Mundella in a -

speecli at *Siiellield in 1873. He say*s," There is a block <

-p\. houses containing J.082 faniilies, aud 2153 childrou of

schoolv^age." There ace three schools in the block, tm>^x;;
churches, three chapels, and forty-one public-houses. That

means that evVry twenty-live of "these '\vretehe«|l familioa "; \

1 iive one puWic-house; aud when you, renjember what it. -,

cQ^ts to sifjiporta ^ublic-honse, you wiir'haviSygouie'idea of

the cause of ^tfisei% of Uie population/' »"
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