
Nero and the

Early Martyrs

Text: Iilah. 80-8, "And the (lentlles

shall come to thy light and kings to

the briRhtneaa of thy rlslnR.

"

We are thinking about "Nero and
the BurnlnK of Rome," for, Quo VailU
huH junt been preseiited In our city,

with all the electrical awlftness of reel

anil fllm, and we have gazed uprfn the

author and artist's conception of all

tho.-<' tragic incidents and thrilling

events which duster vvlthln the cen-
tury which ushered In the most vltul

and revolutionizing force In hlstory--

fhrlstianity. \\ h.s are we interested

in Nero?—tho burning of Rome—the

Colossiuro—tlie Arena—the gladiators

—the catacombs—the sardens uf Ciie-

sar—the Golden House—an.i nil the
architecture of history which provides

a nlatlorm for the tragedies of the first

century? It Is because we are con-
cerned to know all ot fact an i fancy
which may Inform the mind and set

the imiKlnation on lire with rcferenre

to those heroic decades when tl\e spir-

its of ten thousand m<iriyrs were waft-

ed to the skies their "torment robe of

flame."

Twenty Christian centuries have in-

tervened since then, and these splendid
historic centuries may be divided into

ten great epochs: First, The Life of

.Tesus. Second, The Days of the Apos-
tles. Third, The period of the Early
rather.s. Fourth, The Conversion of

Oonstantine and the regeneration of

the Roman Empire. Fifth, the begin-
ning and wonderful process of the
Roman Catholif; Church Sixth, the

.Middle Acres Seventh, the Oerni.Tn

Reformation under I-uther Eighth,
the Revivals conducted by Wesley
and Whitefleld. Ninth, a renewed In-

terest In Bible Study stimulated by D.
I.,. Moodv and a score of splendid'

evangelists. Tenth, the great world-
wide missionary activities of the pres-

ent hour.

These events marl; the onward
march of Chri.stianltv in the world.
Christianity Is the greatest fact in his-

torv. Christianity is the moral mir-
acle of all the years. The perfume of

Christianity fills the earth. LanKua'.fes

are losing their grlji. civilizations are
passing, empires are changlnn into re-

publics, and kingdoms as ancient as
China and Japan, are wrestling with

^the problems of democracy, but Chris-
tianity endures. There Is In Christian-
ity a renewlnK»element, a secret source
of hidden power, which secures for it

a new lease of life and a fresh en-
thronement in every epoch ushered In

by Inspired prophet and holy seer.

Christianity Is the only world-rellg-


