
GOPHER DESTRUCTION.

INTUODl'CTlON.

Amo,.ff tho wor.t rnrmi... ..f tlu- furin.T on th. i.rairi.H iu tl.n pr..vi.>.-,.. .,f }.Un\-

,„!,. Sa^k,.fl>..wan. nnd AUhtU ar- t»... various «,«•«!.« of k..,.1,. r. Tl...*. Krou.u

H,.,irn.l. .nak.. tl.-ir hon,.-. in l.-l. , hurrow-.l ,l,rn„K'h th. -nft H..il ..f ,1... pnur.n. nn.l

liv.- ...1 tlw hrrbaifo in fli« "I'lr.- "r I.-«h ii-»r n..i(fhl.c.urlHH)d.

VAIllKTIKM OK IIOI'IIKR.

Two ,v,H. of ,ru,,l...r ar .nmonly foun.l on th. ('a..a.liau pruiru... th- or.linary

,..„her iCMlus Rir,,ar,lso„i). an.l tho xnol.. or r^.-'kc- ^'oph.r; wlul. a .h,r.l ,W s.,u.rr..l

,ail ^oplaT (rUrllus Fra,dU,n\ h.^n^nU ll.e mon- l.n->,v -ountry and doe., n. a

ruli', rolatively :*niaU damnRf.

lUMVIK CMSKn IIV COI'IIEBS.

Th.-e rodent, are cx.-oodin^ly difficult to k...,. in chcok. and they work eaeh year

immen^o .• .u,,'e to the erop. of the farmers in these p.airu province... T..v,m« m

hoU-s in the ground. Tnound. of earth from the diRRinR of which dot the pra.rj.

wherever one goe.. sleeping all the -vinter. and awaking .n the .pr.n« to ecd on the

tender ^ceu youn« plant* in th. field, and garden., they do an .nealculahlo amoun^

<,f dumago ever>- year, and thousand, of acre., which would ot.erw.e be h.ghly

productive, are rendered of «mall value becau.e of their r'.predat.ons every spring.

The ed-e. of fields, especially when situated .u ar un.med or range land arc otten

eleaned"haro of young plant, when they nro ju<t above the ground, and other part, of

the fields uro partially cleared. Not only this, but the working of the land and the

glering of t^e harvest are made more difficult by the presence of the mound, of earth

thrown out when the gopher burrows are being dug.
, , ,,

A nttr ting in .oL measure the dam.ge wrought by the gopher, the following

,arag;lph from the Experiment.! Station record, at Scott. Sask.. where open pra.ne

eomc. up to the Station farm on two sides, will be of interest.

^ , „ .• „

"During the summer of 1911. it was noted that gophers were at work along .o

,J,.s of two fields on the Scott Station. One field was .n oats, the other .n bark^

WUh a view to ascertaining the actual losses experienced from the.so animals, the part,

of the field, attacked by them were harvested and threshed separately.

The lollowing table will show the losses sustained :-

Loss caused hn Gopher.% t<ea^"n lOir,.

C'op.

'>at»...

Yi<lil pir ncr.

un )>'"t of fiwlil

not attackwl
l»y guph«ri».

110 bush.
40 ..

to- lb.

41 ..

Yield per aero

on iMirt of Huld

attacked by
gopber.!.

I.oKH [iiT acre

euu^fd by
^opb.TH.

"ifbush.

22 ..

14 lb.

20 M

llbuBh.
18 ., 21


