Q. Then Higney, H
went on in the first plac
A. Yes, Mr. Higney took the chalr.

Q. There was no one voted in the chair ?
A. No.

Q. Who was sexretary ?
A. Henderson.

Q. He was not proposed or voted ?
A. No.

the platfor
. No.

the hall
A. Yes.

workers of Cumberland.

Was our trouble here.

ter, two sheets of it altogether.
that part of it very well.

the letter did he say anything ?

He was not able to sa
self on that account,

Q. And Mr. Baker made a speech ?
A. Yes.

Q. What was the purport of his speech ?

fit to be derived from it, and
around British Columbia, and

tended to travel through Manitoba, and al
in Ontario, and that, practically speaki
berland was the last place.

that Cumberland was the |
western continent not organized.

Q. Dld.he say how he came up here ?
short stay he had in town,
come up.

Baker in coming up here ?
A. Yes.

His Lordship :
Q. Did he state the number ?
A. No.

Mr. Bodwell :

Q. But that it was sufficient to justify him in
sending for Mr. Baker ?

A. Yes. I heard it was eighty.

Q. You have heard that it was eighty ?

. Yes,

Q. When Baker finished his speech what hap-
pened next ?

A. After he got through with his address, Mr.
Barber, the president of the union, rose up and
moved a motien that we join—that we form a
branch of the Western Federation of Miners.

His Lordship :

Q. Who was this ?
A. Mr. Barber.

ende'non and Baranzoni
e

Q: Then the!re Was not a Cumberland man on
m

motion without givi
Q. Mr. Baker was invited from the back of thasfo i
to the platferm by the chairman ?

A. They started to hiss considerably,

Q. Where is that leiter, why has it not been shouted to but me out. t s
produced ? Mr. Higney read it at the meeting ? I L Was the D
Yes, from the executive board of the Lady-
to their brother workers

» insulting attitude n th
&nd part of the letter stated that their trouble gmg. o 3
It was a pretty long let-
I remember A M

support of freedom of h.
- When the chalrman had finished reading o

A. He introduced Mr. Baker to the meeting.
¥ much ; he excused him-

A. It was leading up to unions, and the bene-

that he was going
that he had or-
ganized twenty-four unions altogether. He in-
S0 take
ng, Cum-
I took from that
ast place on the

A. Mr. Higney said that he had, during the

Teceived sufficient
names to enable him to send for Mr., Baker to

Q. The men ready to organize justified Mr.
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Mr. Bodwell :

Q. Where was Barber ?

A. He was sitting back about three or four
Seats from the front of the hall—this hall. He
made just & few remarks in regard to the or-
ganization. I think he said he had been a mem-
ber in the Kootenay country.

Q. And that motion was seconded ?
A. Yes, gir.

Q. Then what ?

without obposition, and I rose and moved an

- amendment to the mot{ n, that 1 3
Q. What was the first thing the chairman did ~ iyl K

branch of the Federation in this place. I added

to it also that if the Ladysmith
A. The first thing Mr, Higney did was to read 4 or b & oty

Q. How were You received ?

and

onse

received when I moved that amendment,
Q. Did anybody follow you ?

A. Yes, Richard Conishaw, senjor, made a few

remarks. I believe they were deprecating the

vart of the audience

towards A i
Q. Did anybody follow him ?

r. Hunden ; he also got up and spoke in

Q. Did anybody gu;
A. Yes, Mr. Bickell,

in the hall fair vlay. The next gentleman who
tried to speak was Mr. Conishaw.

Q. What did he have to say ?

A. He suggested that we leave this matter
for a week ; that it was g serious matter, and
that we should consider it, and take a secret
ballot at the pit. He asked if Mr. Sangster was
in the hall. He gays : Is that not the way you
did at Nanaimo ? Every vital question at Nan-
aimo is voted by secret ballot : i Replying, Mr.
Bangster said that things had ¢

Dow—‘we have the W t: F dhnnged there
- e Western Fede
Q. And that he was here for the purpose of Bow, and we usually get what we x::l!;::' b g
or:nn‘lr:lng ? Q. At this stage diq an
. Yes

ything happen ?
- Mr. Baker stepped to the front, excused
himself to the chairman, and saiq that

His Lordship :
Q. Mr. Baker saiq this—not
A. Baker—not the chairman
Mr. Bodwell :

Q. That he was going to organize, no matter
how many were taken in ?
A. Yes.

Q.?Whnt did the chairman do—was the motion
ut

the chairman ?

A. No, the motion was not put, nor the amend-
nt.

His Lordship :

Q. He said the motion was out of order, that
the meeting was for the purpose of organizing
and that thcse who did not wish to organize
could retire ?

A. Yes, Your Honour.

Q. You say both motion and amendment
out of order ?

A. Yes,

were

s
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figures were most favourable. They all ad-
mitted that they knew Fhat the company
was hostile to the formation of any um(;ns,
and that they knew the formation of a
union at Ladysmith only a month or t‘lvlo
before was responsible for the fact that the

g lrob ting called ?
as the meeting A5
2' ggt"' a"mass meeting of miners ; no object
; tated in the notice.
w?ls. .Was the notice signed ?
A. No.

His Lordship : :
Q. How long notice was given of this meet

men there were out of work. In fact, the
ing ?

. . = witnesses
was posted on Saturday. explanation given by some of the

A. I believe it ting was on Sunday ? D

Q. And the mee

i vhi 3 t to them would
Frl- o questions which were pu !
3 tice might have been on q . .
da?n?égg o}hga?:rday ; 1 believe it was just one tittéate Ahak they e fully dansobut
d

gLl lected to office in
ag.l gather that what Mr. Baker said Wwas . qicmissal of the persons e

dment were 3 é of the first steps
o g e 0 mo:.lhﬂ: ::ggu?; was for the pur- the union would be one
out of order, as

after the organiza-
f organizing, and that those who did not taken by the company . e ol
e;;s:t oto organize should retire ? i e lild This probability,

ds he used.
A. Yes, those are about the wor example, was cited as the reason for the
Mr. Bedwell :

A oung men
truck you at the time that Baker golection for the most pfgrt. o.f ythe (‘i o
Q. What struck X the chief executive offices in .
should interrunt ? that what he sald to . e e
i cam: lgh;‘:ehcem:vc;:s:gle‘re to organize and There was, moreover, not a sing
was correct ;

W shou e of Of mpor tance given b an witness “hlch
hould he interrupt at that stag g y y
Q. hy

would satisfactorily account for the for-
the proceedings ?

‘ izati der the exist-
: A g el i f an organization under
A. There were likely peiuians (88 nation: of &
i quite a num
opinion. There were

HBg . this particular
in the hall who were not favourable to the or- iy, ,ireymstances and at this p

- 3 ¢ expression
xanizatlonkal mfn:tlmt% ol the ety time. A desire for ¢ freedom of exj
Q. You knew

inion,” for ‘individual liberty,’ for
3: X;‘tsér Baker said that some went out, you ?f'r;':ilor:lozf liberty,’ for the ‘ right to ]m}\]'o
‘ﬁéns'cfsl.ml ive::téd a couple of minutes and then _ organization,” were put for\x:n]rd by t :
b know, as a matter of fact, whether ..,i., officials as the reasons wl_uc A I)Pom(l;n
n?.u:)eop);g;le who hadm?npz::::do:l:e?mselves il ed the formation of an orl.!ﬂr;:.m t’::‘];]uc"‘]
be[i\ngN%DP::gl t&!‘t‘é‘e‘; did not go out. the other l)anw%wa%}go: :‘fuld o
Q. Do you know why ?ncluslon that the men before the Com_mlssilop which g
ere atraid, mh::e“’cfy saw the treatment T 4 - oo—poreral desire on the part o
v s 4 4 and shouting to o i i B pepen s e
Bad: received by being bimses ond ) expressing majority for organization, :
R ey appear to have been any such desire. And
by i:, is clear that Baker and his coadjutors
Significance of Organiza-tion being formed found the task of organizqhon‘ dm:lc:“) rf:
at this time. carry out, Had it been otherwise, the } 3
3 ing the significance of thestep ceedings w.ou]d hardly have :einﬂx)r;an:im
e v ing these miners into a as.it has just been sh.c])wn tha y
i, o res s of e Wil ihe st sl L
inion, - B X
:0.1 kg CO!“PanYd ttl?: :;iZitilcl:llo:; rountlri.ug the format.ion of the orgnmmtllon
Ajene 1 omp‘ﬂyee&_ = 1ot be too care- at Union at this time not. of thmr.nse ves
employmerft < thelu“:; ciil evidence beforo sufficient to point to an evnden? desnfg;[ on
iy CODSI'dCI'.Cd- th nmizers made little or the part of the Western Federation o 1:;-
g Comlx:'::stm:f t;:i, wages they had been ers to bring albout a comt:ir:;n ;xer;ic;:s’:a:h;
G 4 i i nd simultaneous ac >
earnix.fg 22 ttlhme.su%)i'zzt oiesﬁtl:f;::l Wt}}’]eﬂ’: :xlfpl:yees of the Wellington ?olliery Com-
questioned S 'ctisﬁed wi’th the scale of pany at Ladysmith and Union, no .;oom
they were e S; dmitted that, as com- for doubt would be left from t!m incidents
D o ?dinother mines in the and events which followed this organiza-
pare(.i wnha;vggiisi:'here in America, the tion, and which account for the strike at
province
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