Indian classic

Juliette Levy
Each time the talented classical
Indian dancer Menaka Thakkar
performs, compltmentary
criticisms overflow magazine
and newspaper articles.
Moreover, audiences are left
stupified by her charming
dancing.
“To be blunt about it,
Menaka Thakkar virtually

danced leveryone else offthe:

stage.”

The Toronto Star, June 4, 1975
After one of her performances at
McMaster University ‘Teachers
College Thakkar was noted to
have,

‘... captured the fantasies

and imaginations of a
surrendered audience ... "’
Dance Review, 1973, Toronto,
Canada

For Thakkar, it’s a myth that
artists undergo strugghng years’
before making it as a success,
even then being subjected to the
gruesome minds of critics. In fact
Thakkar has mastered her craftso
well that she was an immediate
success after her first
performance in Canada in 1972.
What followed was a succession
of performances whereby she
danced from the east coast to the
west coast of Canada covering
every major Canadian city and
went even further south dancing
her way throughout the U.S.

For the past year Thakkar has
been choreographmg a pro-
duction in honor of The
International Year of The Child. It
involves 17 ltalian, Canadian,
Chinese, Indian and West Indian
children ranging fromthe ages of
5 1/2 to 13. Three of the
Performers are York students
Wan Yu Liv, who plays the swan,
Aluman, the male crocodlle,and
Allen, the female crocodile. Wise
Monkey and Foolish Crocodile is
an adaptation of a Hans Christian
Anderson Fairy Tale which
Thakkar has ingeniously adapted
to Indian dancing and music. The
children have been rehearsing
for 3 months and have absorbed
the delicacy of Thakkar’s
teachings.

At a rehearsal at the Atkinson
Studio on Saturday night the

children were fascinating as they
conveyed the animals they
represented with precision.
Thakkar used an interesting
technique in teaching them how
to symbolize these animals. At
first she asked them what they
thought of various animals such
as an elephant. When they
defined it as merely ‘big’ she
encouraged them to think of the
way itmovesitsweight, thesize of
its feet, how it walks, the way it
breathes, the way its trunk and
tail moves. Finally she took them
to the zoo so they could see the
actual animals. In essence
Thakkar extenuated their
imaginations and compre-
hensions of animals. As a result
they project the animals in avery
convincing manner.

All of the performers have had
basictrainingindance, especially
ballet. “The difference between
ballet and Indian dancing,”

“remarks an Italian Swan “is that |

can relax when | dance in the
Indian formandwith balletI’mso
stiff and rigid that sometimes |
ache.” They all agree that thereis
a definite distinction between
the two forms of dancing and a
few would like to remain with
Thakkar to learn Indian dancing.

The main performaer, Nova
Bhattacharya, who plays the
monkey, is ten years old and has
been a private student of
Thakkar’s for five years. Nova’s
greatestdreamistoberenowned
in classical Indian dancing like
Thakkar. ““It has so many
expressions and Thakkar is a nice
teacher. | want to be famous like
her one day.”

Appropriating such qualities
has gained Thakkar the
honorable title of ‘Singar Mani’.
She was awarded itin 1968 for her
excellence performing Bhar-
atanatyam and Odissi in 1970 by
the Sur Aam Sad of music and
dance in Bombay. After a
performance by Menaka
Thakkar all the complimentary
criticisms fall into place.

On September 27 Ms. Thakkar
will give one performance at the
St. Lawrence Center. Tickets are
still available.

Dancing animals—Menaka Thakkar and her young:
students rehearse at the Atkinson studio.

Staff meets
today at
1 pm
All welcome

SPEED READING

and
COMPREHENSION
Be sure to attend
A Free Introductory Lecture
Thursday Sept. 20 or Friday
Sept. 21
5:00 pm and 7:30 pm
Bethune College
Rm. 322
Next Class Begins Sunday
Sept. 30, 2:00 pm
READING IMPROVEMENT
CENTRE
For Brochures and more
Information
Call 827-1239

@ For lunch, after work for dlnner alter the theatre \%’

In an atmosphere characterishc of a fine continental bistro, enjoy fine im-
ported wines, and an exciting full course meal at reasonable prices. Com-
plement your selection with pété or quality cheeses, and an after dinner
liqueur or champagne. While you dine enjoy the classical guitar music of
Pierre Augé.

Vi

n COURt

CANTONESE AND SZECHUAN STYLE
CHINESE FOOD

10% discount on pick-up
FREE DELIVERY after 4:00 p.m.
NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH

667-8282

1033 STEELES AVENUE (1 block west of Bathﬁrst, Willowdale)

Monday-Friday : -; 5 Hayden St.
12:00P.M.-1:00 A. M. l — (Bloor at Yonge)
Sat. 5:00P.M. - 1:00 A.M. &# ., 960-3053
o ! .
=
Wae cater to large parties for lunch or dinners.
%\: Phone for reservations. cg@

YORK ISRAEL
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¢« Discussion of this year’s Procjrams!
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for more info contact Howard or Sharon

at 667-3647

Aspects of Performance

Raymond Gervais, +9=, Wednesday, September 19;
Stuart Sherman's Tenth Spectacle, Wednesday, September 26;
Jill Kroesen, The Original Lou and Walter Story, i
Wednesday, October 3

1979
Whitney Biennial Film Exhibition

Programs I-1V, with films by Baldessari, Benning,
Gottheim, Sharits, Frampton, Brakhage and others.
Circulated by the American Federation of Arts.
Thursdays, September 27, October 4, 11 ana '8.

All performances and films start at 8:00 pm. Free with
admission to the Gallery.

Art Gallery of Ontario

Dundas Street, three blocks west of University

Information: 361-0414

Classified
Ads

TYPING

EXPERIENCE TYPIST wishes to do
typing in her own home.
Reasonable rates, references.
Call mornings or evenings after
8:00 p.m. 889-2653.

Fast, accurate TYPIST available
for Thesis Typing. Experiencedin
same, call 745-0886.

Essays, Theses, Letters, Manu-
scripts. Experienced Typist. IBM
Electric. Withinwalking distance.
Jane—Steeles. From 65 cents per
page. Phone Carole 661—4040.

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN—
International Consulting firm
seeks students as Marketing
Analysts. Please send resume to:
Canadian Management Consult-
ants

1867 Yonge Street

Suite 600

Toronto M4S 1Y5

HELP WANTED

UNIVERSITY Student has started
magazine, needs Part-Time
Advertising Sales Help. Easy sales.
Tremendous magazine concept.
Call Marty—964—1515.

WANTED

URGENT—Spiritual and Holistic
healers and healed people
needed for thesis. Only 2 short
interviews required, write:
Audrey Maenpaa, c/o Under-
graduate Office Psychology
Department, York University.

FOR SALE

1975 Peugeot 504 GL 43000 miles,
sunroof, certifiable British
racing, green tan interior. Asking
$3500 top condition. 532—3593.

INTRODUCING LOCKER
ROOM Aroma of Men. The
Original Liquid Incense. $5. per
bottle, plus tax. For the month of
September only, 20 per cent
discount to York students. Call
OMEGA/92, 663—4292. OMEGA
ENTERPRISES. Locker Room is
sold as a Room Odorizer only.

Double BED Comforter, Brand
New, brown print, $30. Call661—
7369.

ANNOUNCEMENT

FLUTE LESSONS for all levels.
Inexpensive flute rentals are
available. Lessons take place in
downtown area. Tel: 536—3240.

FLY with theRyersonFlying Club.
Meeting at Ryerson L—78 at 7
p-m. Thursday, September 20.
For more information call Andy
Weiss at 266—5507 (evenings) or
Jack MaclLeod at 923—5876.

But there's nothing hush hush about
the results you get with a classified ad
N name newspaper. Have our profes
sional ad taker advise you and just sit
back and watch the results pour in

667-3800
EXCALIBUR
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