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Record Review: The Hiss/no of Summer Lawns

Mitchell experiments with a different drumbeat
familiarity emerges, that one is music would ever have evolved in- speaking, this album is the most Paner the walls to keen their a»t
able to recognize that much of this to the beautiful jazz formations sophisticated she has ever done reactions hirf^ ®

Many of the cuts from Joni new album fits within the context that are present on this album. Sh. . . e/ T . „ 1Fvfcr,“,s „
Mitchell’s new album, The Hissing of her previous works, both The departure into jazz that was ^aUl’ by he5 •the^e m
Of Summer Lawns, sound upon musically and thematically. signaled in For The Roses, and ex- hf „^fdl,ng, y intricate and House Centerpiece) prove that she
first listening, totally unlike any- Back when Mitchell was sing- tended in Court and Spark, is even h^innfUvniV^ri?«°n^«ii H?at of ^ler PoeJ^c
thing she has done before. It is on- ing songs for seagulls, no one more evident in Ihe Hissing Of ® m °?e ^ îr Jj"®3 shoJ? her
6- after repeated listening, as could have ever suspected that her Summer ' Lawns. Musically bad that tÊHSrt ü,y Sre^f thi? ïbiïf L ÆfcS!

those beautiful vocal bridges, such previously, however, and one 
as the one in Harry’s House-Cen- suspects that she has surrendered

some of her more acute
Thematically, Mitchell has sibilities to the cool perfection of 

always relied primarily on a hand- ia^
ful of themes, and those themes The Jun8*e Line explores the 
are well represented in The Punitive world of jazz through

both the lyrics and the music. The 
“warrior drums of Burundi” 
provide strong African rhythm to 
this piece, and on it, Joni Mit­
chell plays a Moog synthesizer. 
Musically, I find it the most disap­
pointing cut on the album, 
followed by Shadows and Light, a 
self-indulgent piece with in­
teresting harmonies but a poor 
melody, and only minor in­
strumental accompaniment.

The other pieces, however, are 
Joni Mitchell at her best. There 
are a few cuts, as always, ready to 
be packaged for the AM market, 
but even these display the keen 
rhythms, superb lyrics, out­
standing vocals, and, despite Tom 
Scott’s abscence, impressive 
musicianship, that have become 
her trademark.

By BILL GLADSTONE

sen-

MORE RECORDS-
terpiece.By EVAN LEIBOVITCH introduction to this highly un­

derrated group. 
CommodoresAlovin’ On

sen-year.
Station to Station/David Bowie 
(RCA)

Now the glamour guys of 
Yonge Street can rejoice. (You 
know, the cool folk who spend 
their spare .time hanging 
around discos with shag hair­
cuts, or jamming a V-8 into the 
front of a Honda Civic). 
Anyhow, their hero, David 
Bowie, has finally rid himself 
of that deasease called Main- 
Man, and assembled a musical­
ly competent album at last. It’s 
a good soft rock assembly, con­
taining unusual sound effects, 
strange lyrics, and a bit too 
much synthesizer. However, 
the vocals are above average, 
showing that the guy had some 
talent underneath the gim­
micks. Mind you, I still wonder 
if he shaves his eyebrows.

10cc/100 cc (London)
lOOcc is a collection of the (Motown) 

group’s greatest hits, many of It’s hard to make a 
which were pretty big in comeback from an album such 
Britain, but didn’t get any ex- as the Commodores’ “Machine 
posure here. Put together in Gun”, probably the classic 
this way, the album is an ex- R&B collection. Having kept 
cellent exhibition of the ver- the style that made their name, 
satility of the group musically, is the biggest asset in this 
The vocals are also ex- second follow up. In the last 
ceptional, and on a cut called one, Caught In The Act, they let 
Rubber Bullets, the harmonies their guard down and became 
at times are like the Beach downright boring. With this 
Boys, only better. The highlight album, however, they regain 
of the album is the general their poise. It’s not as original 
lightheartedness of the lyrics, as Machine Gun, but the horn 
about subjects ranging from arrangements are funkier, and 
Lassie to prison guards (having the vocals smoother. Each 
a tear gas of a time). The in- of the Commodores, has a 
dividual albums were above crack at writing music for this 
average to start with, and this 
collection of their best is a fine one of the better R&B picks this

Hissing Of Summer Lawns.
She is still searching for per­

fection, and still trying to erase 
the guilt of Original Sin. And L.A., 
being “the city of fallen angels,” 
is still the scene of her primal 
vision. The title song, .The Hissing 
Of Summer Lawns (yes, that’s 
serpent allusion), says nothing 
that she has not said earlier, but 
it’s her stunning insights and 
poetic abilities that make it sound 
as if it’s all for the first time.
A helicopter lands on the Pan Am roof 

Like a dragonfly on a tomb 
And business men in button-downs 

Press into conference rooms 
Battalions of paper-minded males 

Taling commodities and sales 
While at home their paper wives 

And their paper kids

a

more relaxed and loose album

DISCOVER A UNIVERSITÉ DE MONTRÉAL

LEARN FRENCH WHERE FRENCH 
IS AT HOME

ÉCOLE FRANÇAISE D’ÉTÉ 1976
JULY 5th—August 13th

In the largest French-speaking university on the 
continent you learn FRENCH where FRENCH is at 
home.

METHODS: The latest audio-visual methods are used 
with beginners; advanced students work in seminars.

French-Canadian 
through folksinging evenings, the theatre, excursions 
into the typical Quebec, countryside strolls and 
sightseeing through historic old Montreal. Sports 
activities available.

BURSARIES: L’Université de Montréal has been 
selected as a participating institution in the Federal- 
Provincial bursary program for Canadian students who 
wish to learn French as a second language.

ACTIVITIES: life discovered

Relax and share the simple 
pleasures of life with good 

friends and Skol—the 
international favourite.
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Booklet on request:

École française d’été
FACULTÉ DE L’ÉDUCATION PERMANENTE 

UNIVERSITÉ DE MONTRÉAL
C.P. 6128, Montréal 101, Québec, CANADA
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SUNDAYS: Free Spaghetti and Pizza
for children under 12 accompanied by parents i

DINING AND DANCING 
FULLY LICENSED

PICK UP A ND FREE DEL / VER Y 
ON ORDERS $3.50 AND UP

1027 Steeles West (at Bathurst) 
630-6300

THE EASY, REFRESHING DEER


