by Violet Ford

If low level flights in Labrador
continue, it will not be possible
for the Innu to pass on their cul-
ture and traditions to thier
children

The increased low level flights
are already harming the environ-
ment. The Innu have observed

War games

changes in the natural environ-
ment; in caribou migration pat-
terns, and in lower beaver birth
rates. The effects of noise on the
body include high blood pres-
sure, increased stress levels and
chronic insomnia. Stress related
include colitis,

diseases ulcers,

athsma, headaches, and a

decreased resistance to disease.

FIRST AID COURSES OFFERED

St. John Ambulance Emergency First Aid Courses will be held
at Dalhousie over the next few months. There is a $25.00
charge which covers the cost of workbooks and pamphlets.
The one-day sessions are scheduled for:

November 17 February 21
December 15 February 23
January 12 March 9
January 26 March 23

There are also prenatal effects,
which result in low birth weight.
Exposure to low level aircraft
noise can lead 1o behavioural dis-
turbances among children, with
symptoms such as insomnia,
nightmares, extreme fright, and
anxiety.

As a consequence of the environ-
mental effects, the Innu culture
has suffered. Many families have
been traumatized by the low level
flights to the extent that they are
afraid to go back in the bush,
because of what they encounter.

According to Paul Charest, a

Laval University anthroplogist:
. if the level of military
activity increases consider-

ably ...

very

we can expect the
foundation of the

over Labrador

Montagnais [Innu]culture,

their life in the bush, 1o be

irreversibly compro-
mised....

The Innu say it will be impos-
sible 10 escape the noise and star-
tling effect of an aircraft
iravelling seven hundred kilome-
tres an hour, passing overhead,
just thirty metres above the
ground. They also don't believe
the jets can avoid them. If they
give up going into the bush, then
culture will be eroded. Any sense
of who they are, as a people, will
be eroded along with their cul-
ture. The trauma will weaken
them physically, emotionally,
mentally, and spiritually.

The Innu are willing to be

imprisoned for their profests

from 8:30 am. to 4:30 pm. Registration and payment must be
made prior to the day of the course and a confirmation will
follow.

For more Information, or to register, contact the Safety

Office at 424-2495.
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Students can enjoy a unigue
opportunity to earn university
credits toward a Canadian
B.A. while studying in the
south of France near Nice.

Vilatranche MEDITERRANEAN The Université canadienne
L ] St Jean
e Forint en France offers two pro-
; grammes. A full 8-month
NICE UNIVERSITE DIENNE

session (Sept.-April) offers
studies in Humanities,

Social Sciences and
lan| , in both English

and French. An intensive spring session in May-June features courses in
French as a second language, History and International Business.
Federal / Provincial student assistance and scholarships may apply.

For information, call or write:

UNIVERSITE CANADIENNE EN FRANCE

Laurentian University, Ramsey Lake Road, Sudbury, Ontario P3E 2C6.
(705) 673-6513, Ontario (800) 461-4030 or

UCF, 68 Scollard Street, Toronto, Ontario M5R 1G2,

(416) 964-2569, Canada (800) 387-1387, Ontario (800) 387-5603

UNIVERSITE C

DIENNE

Information Session -
Dalhousie University:
Wed., Nov. 1, 1989, 9:30-12 noon
Student Union Bldg. - Room 304

Laurentian :';?;" Université
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against the low level flights. Just
recently, four Innu women were
arrested when they prevented
German aircraft from raking ofl
on the Goose Bay runway. They
were
miles away to a correctional cen-
tre in Stephenville, Newfound-

taken many hundreds of

land. This is cruel and unusual
punishment. They are socially
isolated. It creates unnecessary
stress, especially for an Innu per-
son, who is far away from his/her
community in totally foreign cir-
cumstances. Some see these pro-
tests as civil disobedience,
however the Innu do not. They do
not consider the laws they are vio-
lating as their laws.

The Innu have always seen
themselves as caretakers of their
land, for it provides them with
what is necessary to survive as a
separate peoples.

Up until now, they have sur-
vived, despite the obstacles the
dominant Canadian society has
placed in their path. They have
maintained their culture, because
they have wished to do so. They
continue to struggle for that
existence, which is rightfully
theirs. However, when the war
games start over the skies of Lab-
rador, they will never be able to
see their land or themselves the
same again. It then becomes a
question of indigenous culrure
versus national security. If the
ultimate purpose of the low level
flying in Labrador is to maintain
security, Innu lives are obviously
not considered within the defini-
tion of the right to security other
Canadians have.
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