
The Sir James Dunn Theatre 
Dalhousie Arts Centre, Halifax

Nov. 28-Dec. 1, 8 p.m.
Dec. 2, 2 p.m.

Special Matinee: Nov. 29, 1 p.m.

Wed., Thurs., Sun. Adults $6
Students/Sr. Cit. $4 
Adults $7
Students/Sr. Cit. $5

Fri., Sat.

Special Group Rates (Wed., Thurs., Sun. only)

Tickets available from 
Dal Arts Centre Box Office 424-2298

Dalhousie Theatre Productions
Presents

The Crucible
by Arthur Miller

More students full-time students will attend com
munity colleges and 300,000 will 
study at university part-time.

A preliminary phone survey of 
university enrollment conducted by 
the Association of Universities and 
Colleges of Canada has revealed 
that greater numbers of students 
who already have some post- 
secondary education are returning 
to school.

The numbers of first-year univer
sity students, mostly responsible for 
the dramatic enrollment increases 
noted in the past two years, have 
dropped substantially in every pro
vince except Newfoundland and 
Prince Edward Island.

Both Canadian Federation of 
Students and Statistics Canada 
researchers say the upsurge in 
returning student enrollment is 
likely due to the impact of a long, 
drawn-out recession and this 
summer’s especially bleak job 
market for young people.

“People are perceiving that there 
are benefits to post-secondary edu
cation and they will be increasingly 
marginalized if they don't have 
any,’’ says CFS researcher Jean 
Wright. “They know they'll proba
bly be without a job and wouldn’t 
be foregoing any wages by going to 
school.”

Wright says educated people in 
today’s economic climate are more 
likely to find work. According to 
Statistics Canada, the September 
unemployment rate for those 
between the ages of 20 and 24 with 
a university degree was 12.6 per 
cent, compared with 13.8 per cent 
for those with only some post
secondary education. While high

pie in the age group that makes up 
most of the university and college 
enrollment is dropping."

According to Max von Zur- 
Muehlen, president of the Cana
dian Society for the Study of 
Higher Education, the number of 
people in the 18-to-24 age group is 
expected to decrease from 3.3 mil
lion in the early 80s to 2.6 million 
in the mid-90s.

The AUCC survey says the most 
startling decrease in first-year uni
versity enrollment appeared in 
B.C., where all three universities 
increased tuition fees substantially 
and the bursary portion of student 
loans has been eliminated.

The University of B.C. noted an 
18 per cent drop in first year, the 
University of Victoria recorded a 19 
per cent decrease and Simon Fraser 
University about six per cent. All 
three universities are conducting a 
survey to determine why so many 
students failed to show up.

First year enrollment also 
tumbled by 7.5 per cent in Mani
toba, by 7 per cent in Saskatche
wan, nearly four per cent in 
Alberta, by 3 per cent in Nova Sco
tia and New Brunswick and by 2.4 
per cent in Ontario.

Overall full-time undergraduate 
enrollment, however, increased the 
most dramatically at Québec uni
versities, which have the lowest tui
tion fees in the country. They 
recorded a four per cent increase.

Full-time enrollment also jumped 
by three per cent in Alberta, by one 
per cent in Saskatchewan and half 
a per cent in Manitoba. Ontario 
only noted a 1.6 per cent increase 
and the Maritimes an average of a 
little more than two per cent.

At Memorial University in St. 
John's, Newfoundland, however, 
full-time enrollment rose by nearlv 
16 per cent. A record increase in 
first-year students, about 135 per 
cent, has flooded the university 
because they are only now entering 
the system after grade 12 was insti
tuted last year.

B.C. universities also noted a 
four per cent drop in overall 
undergraduate enrollment.

OTTAWA (CUP) More students 
than ever are crowding into Cana
da's post-secondary institutions as 
they flee a student unemployment 
rate of near 15 per cent.

Early estimates indicate full-time 
university enrollment will reach 
465,000 this year, an increase of 
about 2.4 per cent over last year. 
Researchers say another 300.000

A

school students and graduates suf
fered a 17.7 per cent rate, the worst 
prospects faced those with only up 
to eight years of schooling a 25.3 
per cent unemployment rate.

Returning students weathered an 
average summer unemployment 
rate of about 15 per cent. The 
numbers of unemployed returning 
students peaked in July, with 
180,000 without a job. Wright says 
she is surprised so many managed 
to scrape up enough money to go 
to school, at a time when they also 
face spiralling tuition fees, rising 
textbook costs and increasing rents.

Doug Lynd, chief of Statistics 
Canada’s post-secondary education 
section, says many educational 
institutions in the early 70s 
expected enrollment to decline in 
this decade. Failing to foresee the 
high unemployment rate among 
young people, they did accurately 
predict a drop in first-year enroll
ment, he says.

Both Lynd and Wright say the 
tail-end of the baby boom is pass
ing through the university system 
and there is now a smaller pool of 
people likely to attend post
secondary instutions. About 86 per 
cent of all undergraduate students 
are between the ages of 18 and 24.

“1 can only speculate, but I’d say 
that the enrollment increase is due 
to those already in the system." 
Lynd says. “If you look at demo
graphic trends, the number of peo-
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McMaster students 
stuck three to a room
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HAMILTON (CUP)—The flower 
children of the sixties didn’t mind 
being cramped at the original 
Woodstock. They had Jimi Hen
drix and Janis Joplin to entertain 
them.

But the 21 students stuck three 
to a room in Woodstock residence 
at McMaster University don't find 
their plight amusing, as they must 
crawl over each other to get to their 
desks and beds.

One of 21 has already accused 
the university administration of 
waiting until the “temporary tri
ples” as they have been dubbed 
drop out of school to end the 
problem.

“It’s kind of sick, waiting for 
someone to drop out or fail," said 
McMaster student Peter Ytsma. 
“The whole thing is making us feel 
like losers."

The 21 men, who cannot have a 
room of their own because there 
are no more spaces left in residence, 
are concerned about falling grades, 
especially as they are frantically try
ing to study for midterms. Over
crowded in the residence rooms, 
they find the lack of space and pri
vacy is not conducive to studying.

Scheduling conflicts, the stuffi
ness of the rooms and the few 
available pieces of furniture have 
exacerbated the problem.

Residence chair Dave Gordon, 
who called the situation “rotten," 
says the administration should act 
on the matter soon.

“We're running a really tight ship 
here but this thing is time bomb. 
Sooner or later it’ll go off and I 
hope nobody points fingers [at us]," 
he said.

The administration has set up a 
committee to investigate the prob
lem and has offered the 21 students 
financial compensation to the tune 
of $1 per day past Sept. 28 that 
they remain in the triples.

“There isn’t any academic com
pensation, though," said one un
identified student.

All the students expressed anger 
at the drubbing their education was 
taking and many felt they had been 
misled as to the length of time the 
temporary measure would last.

One student, Glenn Mehuys, 
says if the students knew how long 
“temporary" meant, many would 
have sought accommodation off- 
campus long ago.

TAKE ACTIO
OVER “I like the taste of a cold beer on a hot day, 

but I certainly don't think you have to get the gang 
together with a couple of cases of beer just to celebrate 

the fact you’ve had 
a bit of exercise**DRINKING JOHN WOOD
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