
fears about relatiomshlps. This mnakes for an
engaging and oten hilarous evening>s eniter-
tainment, despite some overdrarnatized
rem5fltic scenms

As the play opes, theattosphere of New
York's, Little taly, where thfe events take
place, is immediately evoked. AldoScaticki, a-
charming yoùng Itallan, saunters up and
down the aisles of the tbeatre, aff ablygreeting
the patrons. "My mother is here tonightl",
be. announces -proudly..He then -launches
intda story aboiuthisfriend, Huey Maximilian
Bonfigliano,warnirig tbe audienice that there
will be a lesson te learn from i. The ligbts in-,.
the theatre go dewn, and the drama begins
to unfeid.

Huey is evidently in a state of terment; we
firstsee him sitting at bis desk, wearing a frilly
wlite blouse and writing tertured poetry. H-e
confesses te Aide that he want te reconcile
witb bis ex-wife, lanice. Jaip- is rather an
intimidating woman., tbough; duriiig the
break-up she net only killed Huey's deg, but
tried te- kilt Huey as well. Aide, and Huey'snew gidlfriend Teresa, belleve that Huey is
simply -geing tbrough an "insane stage.»
After al, tbey reason, wby would he wvant te
go.back te someene'who treated him like a-
dog?

Aide is given the unpleasant task cf talking-
te lanice and thus paving the way for Huey.
This is especially 'difficult because lanice
bates Aide; througbout their childboed she
took great pleasure ln playing at vnurderlng
and burying him, Somnebow, though, AIdo
manages te communicate with ber, and tbey
find something in cemmon: they-are both

Romantic love is
reaffirmed, but in
a realistto rather
than a Fairy-tale

way.

their fathers. Whlie this is cause for somne'
sympathy, at times their introspection and
self-pity become irritating.
,Huey's girlfriend, Teresa, is aise somnewhat

one-dimensional. She wants to break up
*witb Huey, but can't find the strength te do
it. Then, when he initiates, the breaik-up, she
begs hlm flot to leave ber. Her reaction is tee
predictiable te arouse the a udi nc' s intereëst
in her character.

One of the best performances in this,
pro~duction cornes from Maralyn Ryan* as
Teresa>s Aonty'May. Aunt May is a mlddle..
aged widow who bas flotbeen afraid to, take
risks in;life.: She convinces botir Teresa and
Aldo to follow thetr hearts, and in dolng so
puts real feeling into ber words.

ored lignts

confused

UliM.merican econcn-'
v is on. at the Kas
,atre until November5th.

Ade, whurefÔre arthtou,

Hip, 2000" iïght years from home
The Iragicil Hip wlth
Bruno Gerus's Mealion
Dlnwoodle Lounge
Saturday, October 14

review by lames ingram
Saturday's Tragically Hip/Bruno Gerussi's

Medailîon concert was, for me anyway, a
reminder of a simpler, better era of rock.
music. It was a jeurngy back to an age when
bands could tour without a haIrdresser, a
media- relations consultant, a wardrobe
director,àadry ice machine, and a bit videe t
was a nostalg trip to the glorious early
eighties, that time when we put -on the
shabbiest, most tattered clothes we owned
and went te foul-srnelling communfity halls
and wareheuses te see bands that were
dressed even worse than we we&e. Saturday's
illusion .wmi't perfect, of course. Tbe venue,
Dinwoodie, didn't really smell that bad at ait
and the cr owd was disappointingly fashien-
able, but the music.,was right: simtple, fast'
and Ioud.

Thehfead liners, the Tragically Hip, showed
why tbey remain a very popular act accma
the_ country, even after the release of a
somewhat mediocre LP. They played about
two thirds of the latest record, a few songs
from tbeir previous EP, and sotne new megs,
wbich left tbemn witb less familiar material,
including a scorcliing cover of -the Rolling
Stones' 'Two Thousatid Ligbt Years Fromn.
Home, in their second encore. Songs tha t
seernedundistinguisbed on record had more
than sufficient bocks and energy te get the
audience invclved, se rnuch that some slam-
dancing broke out toward the end of the
show. (Wben watlatattimeyou sawthatat',
a University everffît was.ike being in grade
etgbt again.) The unduttered instrumentation
was ase very effective live, with a tight,
ferceful two-gultar texture over a lean,
uncompllcated, power-blues rhythm section.-

The reai reason why the Hip are se niucb
better in concert than thb'ey are on retord,
14owever, is singer t3ordc», Downlq. âesdes
adistnctive vokce that varies frere a gru4f -
4~ktte à high- qaver oddly llke TÏIcey

Cbapmàn'%,Downey has charltma and energy
in abundance. t-is shirt and hair were sôaked
baif way througb tbe set because cf bis
unusual acrobatics. FHe sometimnes teapt
around tbe stage like ari animal, semèétimes
danced (it wasn't really dancing, but 1 can't
think cf what,else te cal 1t) like semeone
trying te fight their way eut cf a garbage bag
while baving an epileptic fit, and sometimes
simply threw himself against bis microphone
stand in a bizarre parody of the slam-dancing
crowd. All the wbile be looked- into the
audience wth the manic, Jack Nicholson
smile of a precodous eifiht-year-.old boy
who bas been*di5covered- dissecting the cat
witb bis Mechano set.

.Downies higbly uniqIue style was best
exemplifled by bis stage patter during one

,,song toward the beginniig oftbe set.,Duririg-

..Me Iooked into the
audience with the
manic smile of an
eight-year-old boy

who has been
dlscovered dissecting

the cat with his
mechano set...

an instrumental break he leaned over sligbtly,
stared fixedly into thecrowd, held eut bis
arm and started te serid abrupt, break-dance
like waves çlown it every few seconds. Hé
explafined that this was thé motion a cheetah's
spine made as the animal ran. (If tbis had any
bearlng on the song, I1rnssed it.) "Iwentyý
foot Ieaps"Downie told uswithwonder. He
suddenlyburied bimself across the stage,
using bis, much-abused microphone stand
like a pole-vaulter's pole. "'Five feet at betAnd 'm the one making the big bucksbhere
in Vegas.' This sort of thhg can'%be ut on,
recoSrd, but h Makes for ;ý ie

:entertainment.
,The openlng -ctBrurtioCerussi's Medal-

Trragicaily Hp Frontrnmn Gordon Downieè~xbits that "Jack

lion> didr,ýt have the musical ability or the
stage présenite ôf the Hlp, but were ffason-
ably simple, fast andJ loud in their owvn right.
Irontmâià Tom Harristbn explalned that the

'band had chosen the name becausethey
thôught the Beachcojnber'chest-ware was
one of tbe few things as loud and tacky as
tbey were, fiat was really a -bit of over-
esimation. Their three..chord mwic wat

highly .volved parr
were fun, they roc
tbemnse(ves too serI
Like thé Hip, the v


