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by Tim Enger
Huskies 82 Bears 73

Oilers may
look good

Spector

So the Oilers finally beat Calgary.
Now their slump is over and they
will go on to claim the Stanley Cup.

And they all lived happily ever
after.

Don’t kid yourself. The Oilers are
still a long way from the level of
play that earned them consecutive
Cups a couple of years back. But at
least they’re gaining ground.

Let’s go back to November, a
time that marked the low point of
the Oilers play this year. The 5’ in
the bell curve of their futility, if you
will.

Those that hadn’t leaped off of
the bandwagon were saying smugly
“They’ve just realized that the regu-
lar season is meaningless. Wait until
the last third of the schedule when
they pull their game together.”

Well this column is for all of you,
the blindly faithful lot that, should
Edmonton’s improved play cont-
inue, will be spouting I-told-you-
so’s louder than that Japanese poli-
tician who spoke of the sleeping
giant.

The facts are that this team is
crawling out of a man-sized slump
that stems directly from their early
playoff exit of a season ago. And if
you think that they weren’t sweat-
ing, and still are to a lesser degree,
I've got a snow removal outfit to
rent you until next October.

What happens when the best
offensive team in hockey suddenly
can’t move the puck out of their
own zone? Or when Jari Kurri,
arguably the best possible straight
man for Gretzky, can’t even match
the proverbial fire hydrant’s scor-
ing stats, never mind score on a
one-timer the way he has done
since his days with Jokerit of the
Finnish Hite Division?

You tell them.

Or when you can’t beat the Cal-
gary Flames — in four tries.

And Sunday’s battle was very
nearly won by the men in red. It
was the same story as last spring.
The Oilers all felt that they were
playing well except Calgary was
leading two nothing after the first
period.

And then when Beukeboom
scored to thrust Edmonton back
into the contest early in the second,
Calgary somehow managed to
score right after, one of the flukiest
goals you’ll ever see as Gary
Roberts’ shot bounded past Moog.

At that point the Oilers were
doubting themselves. They’d read
this script before.

Maybe Edmonton will regain
their championship form just in
time to dispose of the hated Flames
en route to a third Cup.

And maybe they’ll tell us all that
they had it planned that way. But
they’ll be mistaken.

The dressing room Sunday was a
cautious place. They realized that
Calgary was injury-riddled. They
realized that what Calgary had left
was very nearly good enough to
win in the ;

And there certainly was no
champagne.
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SASKATOON — Saturday night was
an historic night for Alberta bas-
ketball — it was the first time in the
history of the Golden Bears that
they had entered a game ranked
number one in the country. But
now that ranking seems to be in

jeopardy as the Bears dropped their

league opener 82-73 at the hands of
the U. of Saskatchewan Huskies,
much to the delight of the standing
room only crowd in Saskatoon.

"I didn’t expect to go undefeated
in conference play,” said head
coach Don Horwood. "I'd like it,
but our league is too close to go
undefeated. Maybe this happening
now is a good thing for us. Now we
know we have to play tougher and
with more confidence to be a fac-
tor in this league.”

Perhaps the biggest (literally and
figuratively) factor in the game was
Saskatchewan’s 6'8”, 258 Ibs., two-
time All-Canadian center Byron
Tokarchuk. Not only did the big
guy lead all scorers in the game
with 23 points, most of them com-
ing in clutch situations, but he also
lead everyone in rebounding and
effectively took Alberta’s top gun
— Mike Suderman — out of the
game, limiting him to just five
points.

It was obvious that things just
weren’t going to go the Bears way
right from the start as they came
out of the gates flat, missed their
first eleven shots, and staked the
Huskies to a 12-0 lead. To Alberta’s
credit though, they battled back to
tie the game at 15 with 9:20 left in
the half, due mostly to the 3-point
shooting ability of Cliff Rowein and
Chris Toutant, both who had come
off the bench.

Unfortunately for the Bears
though, that was as close as they
were to come, as Huskies’ forward
Sheldon Ryma (a shoo-in for the
All-Ugly team, but makes up in skill
what he loses in looks) came right
back with six straight points and the
Huskies never looked back, lead-
ing 38-28 at the half.

The second half started the same
way that the first half had ended:
with the Dogs dominating, and
their lead swelling to as large as 17.

Alberta, forced to counter with
an outside shooting barrage since
their inside game had been taken
away, managed to fight back to
within three points of Saskatche-
wan three times. But each time the
Huskies would go to Tokarchuk
who either scored or drew a foul (it
seemed as if he spent the last four
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Bears’ Dean Peters watches as a Huskie drives for a layup. Byron Tokarchuk (51) is in position for the board, as he
was all night in Saskatchewan’s home court victory. Bears play UBC and UVic this weekend.

minutes of the game on the foul
line).

"We really let them play their
offense,” said post Mike Suderman.
"Overall our execution was really
poor.”

The secret to Saskatchewan’s
success, other than playing a def-
ensive end at center, was a nifty
little thing called a match-up-zone.

"You've got to give them credit
for showing us that match-up
zone,” said Alberta’s leading scorer
Cliff Rowein (19 points). “We had
never seen it before and it took us
half the game to figure out what it
was.”

What it was is a zone set up
where the defenders play you man
to man only when you enter his
zone, leaving you to a teammate
when you leave the zone. The
defense forced the Bears to alter
their offense, which isn’t what they
had in mind at the beginning of the
game.

So now the Golden Bears drop
from the lofty heights of being
number one in the nation to a posi-
tion they have more familiarity with
over the past couple of years: the
bottom of the Canada West Con-
ference looking up.

”It’s just a matter of being men-

tally tough enough to come back
from a loss like that,” added coach
Horwood, "and | think we have a
team that can do that.”

IN THE PAINT — Rowein continues
to be above 60 per cent from the
three point line going 3for 4on the
day . .. Both Dean Peters and Sud-
erman fouled out of the game for
Alberta . . . The Bears open their
home schedule next Friday vs. the
UBC Thunderbirds at 8:00 at Varsity
gym, and then will take on the
seven time defending national
champion Victoria Vikings the next
night same time, same place.




