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products and by-products go to waste for lack of
capital and want of investigation.

There are rnany useful articles manufactured
from worse material than some that is found arnong
these islands. For instance, there would be consid-
erable opportunities for the manufacture, on an ex-
tensive scale, of starch. The highest class of paper,
which is made froin bamboo, could be muade on sorne
of the larger îslaiids, xvhere the 'bamboos grow wîth-
out any forin of cultivation. Somne of the islands
teem with wood of unequalled qualîty and durability,
fetching as bigh as seventy-flve cents a foot in

foreign markets. There is no reason wby cernent
could not be made right on the islands. There would
be enough mari and li-mestone to do this if coal
could be obtained cbeaply enough.

It would be found somewihat diflicuitto, establish
political relationship. Although rnuch favourable
comment on this subject will be beard among the
isianders of certain classes, when it actually cornes
to the cutting of the painter from the old boat
which bas piloted tbema througb the centuries of
their existence there will be many who wiUl ding
to the old houl, despite its weaknesses and failures.

With the possibility of connecting the -A
and the Pacific by cutting through the Isthn
Panama, the Island of Jamaica will occupy
the most strategical naval positions. It isf
reason cbiefly that the question of annexation
probably not lind favour witb the naval auti
of Great Britain. There are other islands
perhaps, could be more readily annexed if theu
were paid. Without attempting to, be humori
this important subject, perhaps England wot
some of her srnaller West Indian possessioa
good, reliable Dreadnought.

BRITAIN'S FOREIGN MIN ISTI
AN IMPRESSIVE SPEECH.WHEN Sir Edward Grey stood up last week
to make the case for the Government, lie
nmust have feIt a little tbrill of f riglt and
of satisfaction. He looks the most coin-

posedl speaker you ever beard; and yet be is a
higbly nervous one. Watcb bim closely, especially
in those opening moments when lie bas yet to get
hold of bis audience and comnmand of buiseif; and
you, will sec traces of nerves in a score o! little
things. For one thing, bis hands are neyer quiet.
At one moment they are grasping the lapels of bis
coat; then they rush down to bis trousers pockets;
then one of tbem is left in one of bis trousers
pockets wbile the other seeks bis watcb chain, and
so tbey go on, eloquent tbougb mute witnesses o!
ail the internai ernotion that is hidden beneath the
frigid face, tbe cold even voice, and the composed
manner.

These little seîf-betrayals, bowever, are not palp-
able to the majority of Sir Edward Grey's listeners;
tlbey are obsessed by the appearance of perfect,
detacbed, Olympian calm. Indced f romn the first
moment almoat that Sir Edward Grey rises to bis
feet to blis last word, tbere seenis to corne over the
Hlouse of Commions -a strange spell. Now and then
there is a cheecr; but not often even that. The
Bouse listens ini that rapt and alrnost tbrilling sul
ence-if 1 rnay use tbe contradicion-which is in-
finitely more imipressive a 'nd toi the truc orator more
flat.teringr than thle loudest cheers. It means that the
nerves of 'the H ouse bave been so stirred to, the
ver y innermost recesses that there is no time or
thouight for anything but absorbed attention; jealous
listening to every word and phrase.

HIS INFLUENýCE

What is thie stranige secret uf this mian's immense
influence anid power as a speaker? There are

dbtsssomec aidls froin i istoric position. Sir
Edlward Grey belongs to one of the most ancient
aInd mnost historie of Engliali governing families.
Proudfer in their simple baronetcy than if they were
called dukes or marquises. tbey represent that sturdy
squirearchical claiss wbo have licen for centuries
the hereditary law-uiakers and ruliers o! England,
In rny day there was another Grey arnong the chief
coleagules of Piiliierston; and tbough I arn flot sure
of itý. I have litthe d'oubt that a Grey was in the
civil WVars and, I shou-ld expect, on the side o-f
H-anipden and the other advocates of the riglits of

thle nation against the prero.gatives o-f the sovereign.
And Sir Edward Grey is in every inch of hii

the very embliodiiiefit of bis class Thei figure,

sçlight, agile, that of a well-trailied athlete, witbout
an ounce o)f sup)erfliuouisf' esh, is o-ne you wouldl
associýate with the youing universlty mri who rowed
stroke in the botrace; the nose bas the aquiline
curve o-f that sturdy Norman race wbîch now for
nearly a thousand years 'bas preservedt its leadership

o! the race it co-nqucred ai the Battle o-f Hastings;

and the higli cbeck bonles, the ruddy cbeek, the cold

reserve of the air-aIl these thirngs mnake up the

typicagl En igisb aristocrat as lie 'bas figuired in every
scen o! nglib plitical life. Yoi 'miglit weîi

imagine that Sir Eclward Grey was cunningly fasb-

ionied by Nature in one of her rnost artistic mnoods
to lie the spcalcifg and tunristakable embodirnent

of a class so0 narked in its, characteristics, enduring
in ets traits, as that of the governing English

squirearcby. A

A TYPICAL ARISTOCRAT
It is one of the characteristics o-f this class that

it should at once be inodest and proud. No nman

bas ever hbeard fro-n the thin, wvelI-chiscled lins of
SirEdwrd re, Iarnsue, a -word that miglut be
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regarde-d as even an approach to egotism or self-
glorification. Such a thing as a boast, or perhaps
even a personal allusion, miglit be regarded by a
mani of sucb a temperament and of this class as an
unistakable offence against 'good manners. In al
the ýspeeches he bas made there is not to be found
a trace of self-consciousness, or arrogance, or self-
satisfaction. And yet few men, I am sure, are
prouder. He is proud enougb, indeed, to regard
every personal success, however great, as flot worth
troublîng about, andl certainly as flot wortb pur-
chasing by any sacrifice of principle.

Empbatically Sir Edward Grey is a straiglit man.
Indced the great defect tif bis character, up to a
few years ago, and the permanent obstacle to bis
political success was bis indîfference to personal
success. His friends of that earlier epocb of bis
lIfe used to quote a saying of bis: "I arn told that
the ball is at my feet, but I don't care to kick it."

I dçm't know when the transformation took place;
perbaps it was wben as Under-Secretary of Foreign
Affairs under Lord Rosebery be first realised al
the mo-ientous work that lay before the Foreign
Minister of this great country. At ail events, in
recent years Sir edward Grey lias worked bard,
and bas even forced birnself into a prominent posi-
tion in tbe counicils of bis party.

METHODS 0F WORk

And yet even to-day be remains in the House
of Commons, but to a certain extent, not of it. He
is neyer to be fournd on the benciies of the House
unless wben be lbas somie questions to answer, or
wben bis department. is under discussion. Wben
the division cornes, be seerns to rise up from tbe
ground, and to pass, spect.re-like, tbrough the throng
of memnbers that are passîng tbrough the turnsitiles
to record their votes. Even then he is in the lobby
and niot of it. He seldom stops to speak to, eny-
body, doets not, like Gladstone, sit down at a table
and burry off a letter, but passes quickly, alertly,
and sîlently, as if lie wanted to get ýout as fast as
hie can.

AT TME FOREIGN OFFICE

1 arn told that Sir Edward Grey's working day
is somietimes seventeen or eig'hteen hours. And
thuis it is that hie lias to rush back to the Foreign
Office or to his roorn in the House of Commons
iristead of loitering in one of the smoke rooms, or
even listening lazily to the debates on the floor of
the House. But apart from this excellent reason
for his detadient fromr the ordinary life of the
Bouse of Conwnons, Sir Edward Grey's absence
from its comradeship anid its comnnon life is due to
disposition. Shy and reserved except to intimnates,
taciturn unless when his heart is opened by sym-
pathetic surroundings, Sir Edward Grey is littie
fitted for any of the hail-'fellow-well-met spirits of
the House of Commons.

Other 'ninisters also absent themnselves from the
House except 'when their work is being discussed;
but mnost of tbcm do drop in now and then, listen
ahsent-mindedly, of course, but listen to what is
going on; then drop out again, and drop into the
anioke-rooin, and have a chat with the rank and file.
But Grey neyer. The smnoke-room has neve.r known
hini; I have never seni 'hirn dine even ini the bouse
of Comnions, thougli I bave no doubt lie does so
occasionally, and so far as the general worlc of the
bouse of Comnions is concerncd, he seemas to be as
remote froni it as if 'he were not of the assem>ly
at al, If he were flot so unnxistakçable and distinc-
tive a personatity, and if lie bad not to answer
questions almost daily, it is possible 'le might n<>±
be known even by siglit to the înajority ocf his
fellow-mernbers.

One explanation of this detachient is, of course

the terrible burden of bis office. 1 remien:
after a dinner party at Lord Rosebery's ho
brougbt by the bost into a small roorn off
and there I saw a wild array of dispatcx-
looked to nie as thougli there were a score
some black, soine red, like so many jew
and Lord Rosebery told me that these
boxes bad corne to bis bouse during the sh<
since bhe and bis guests 'bad sat down to di
tbat were tbe tale of tbree hiours of an eve
could guess wbat was tbe total of a 'w
And tbus it is tbat our Foreign Secretarie
attend to their work, bave to, be the busie!
this country of bard workcrs.

STYLE 0F SPEAKING
To return to his spcaking; if I ami

explain its extraordinary power, I s'bould
it was mainly due to its perfection of st
miglit be temnpted to say at first siglit t
was a complete absence of impressive dic
Edward Grey utters no mots, is incapabi
grain, would probably distrust any plira
was alliterative, as defective either ini ta
sense. It is difficult, wben he bas sat
recaîl at once a single one of the phrse
used. And you miglit be disposed te, rt
you did not carry away with you so-ine si
ing, burning or noble phrase as is to be
alrnost every speech that Lord Morley ut

Ho-wever, when you tbink it over, you
cover that ibis absence of art'is a case of
est art-tbe art which conceals itself. I w
pare -Sir Edward Grey's speech to, the spec
ordinary, and above ahl the ornate, ora
would the prose of Addison or Goldsmi
prose of Carlyle or o-f Macaulay. Th
naturalness, the incvetableness, and the
of the language are part of the power, ar,
secret of the immense impressiveness.

Or shall I take another literary exai
say that w*ben Sir Edward Grey speaks,
the sarne sense as wben you read "Robinsoi
the very sirnplicity of the language for thi
kilts aIl spirit of criticism, you arc so ni
the spell of the story that you forget
story-tcller who is bhbnd it.

A QUESTION

And yet-and yet-T often ask mysel!
Edward Grey bas sat down, and when
enougli to get away freim my first il
whcther any story can be so perfect as h
to appear. I asic myscîf wbetber, after ail!
like "Rv'binson Crusoe"-fiction so deftl,
as to appear more real than reality. Peri
a little prejudiced, for I differ prof oiu
mnany o! Sir Edward Grey's points o!
gospel is no-t rnine. And, therefore, Ii
myself able to accept what hle bhas said t
bail timie to tbink over it and examine ar
it, and probe to tbe realities which un.
beautîful, simnple, stately sentences.

There are those who thinlç bis forei
is perilous, and a failure in imp~ortantt po
I do flot stop to discuss these differences oý
it is the mnan and bis personality that 1
these non-partisan columns, not bhis polici
therefore wind up this description of É
orator, by .saying that lie is, to my mid,
perfect officiai speaker I bave ever heai
reticense and the frankness, the dignity
self-restraint, the courage, and the r)olite


