
CANÀDIAN COURIER

110W the M OVIE S, GETto- YOUR, TO WI
CANADA has 900 pictre bouses, most of

themn running 300 and~ odd days a year,
attendéd by hundred's of thousands or
people. Did you evér go to a show to

find the wickèt-keeper gone h'omne and the et
llghts out because-of no-show for that eveniug? ini
Probably net. The fact la, that in this vast 10
complication of Services, including bundreds o! fo
miles of reela, ail operating at once, the
chances of a breakdown In the service are more a
remote than they are ln the case of a lighting D
circuit or a streest-car system. And wby? T

Becausa the systemn of elitertainment . a
backed >ail the way through by a colossal sys- B
tomr of business. The average "movie fan"
neyer thinks of this. The unfaullng regularity o! the
fIlm seems to belong te, it. De)éaliun<'With the most
temperamental people 'on eartli, th*e actor crowd, the'
tllm enterprîse, is itself as untemperamental-appar-
ently-as a dlock.

Outside of press agents' storles and notices (mostly
camouflage) 'which appear lu American M. P. magat-
zines about the leadlng players and the productions
iu which they wili sbortly appear, the public have
but littie knowledgo o! bow thus colossal business ls
conducted. The average picture fan may tell you
that Mary Pickf1ord bas a Pomeranian. pup know as
Miko, and thnt she read that a recent production was
beld up for several days, hecause Mary wouid flot
leavo Mike's bedside until hoe rocovered frem the
croup. The samne fan may knew that Penrl White
owns a violet ,colored Pierco Arrow car, thnt Francis
X. Buabmau looks 11ke an angel ou the ecreen, but
tint his wife Io suiug him. for a divorce. Or obser-
vation and press agents' dope ny have impressed
the photeplay follower that Kitty Gordon possesses
more clothes than any other screon. artist, and that
Theda Bara 'wears less. Yen probahly have beard
that Charlie Chaplin earns $1,000,000 a year because
bie can walk or rua bowr-iegged or throw a euis-
tard pie se sure and straight that nine times
out of ton it entirely changes the "map" e! oe
o! the supporting cast. But ask any of the
thouaands bow the finlahed productions ket
frein Hollywood, Cal., te Now Glasgow, N.S.,
and. yen will probably get, "Yen oan search
me," for an answer.

Now there are some fentures about How the
M. P. Gets te Your Town that mny have al-
ready aroused your curioslty. People ia smal
towus and the "neigbborbood" localities of
large towus often wender why the manager of
the local theatre dees net play a new picture
as soon as it. la released Tbey read In tie

~HIS is the second of'a Series of Articles
Merrick R. Nutting, dealiÎig with the'Mota

icture Indus try. T'he complete series, will tre
~ery phase of this important subject., Mr. Nu
ig isan authority on this subject, as heë haslf
wed the business from its inception.
'unded, publi8hed, and until recently was Ma
ring Editor of the Canadian Moùing FloU
igeat, the only M. P. Trade Paper- in Cana-da
ie Editor.

y MERRICK R. NUTTIN
of the cast, and loverpriced and less kn own .play-,
ers rebearsed for the rond tour. - And because of the
bigi transportation cest of bringing a road show ia
Canada and tho few tovns large enough te support
a road company for more than a oue uight stand, the
admission pricos are usunlly raised wbile the corn-
*pany la la Canada.

Even the "Big Time"l vaudeville theatres In Mont.
real and Toronto seldom, play any of the real bigh'
priced vaudeville, artists' that are, programmed at.
theatres like the Palace and Colonial. lu New York,
or the Majestic, Chicago. The visits of stars like
Eva Tanguay, Eddie Foy, Nora Bayes, Blanche Ring,
the Dolly Sisters, Mclntyre and Heath. Gertrude
Hoffman, Beasie Clnyton, Stella Mayhoew, Annette
Kellermani, Wilton Lackaye, Robert- Edeson, Lina
Caveleini, Naziniova, Sarah Bernhardt are fewr and
far between to the vaudeville theatres o! Canada,
but many of theso mentioned together vith picture
stars like Madame Petrova, Mary Pickford, Mrs.
Vernon Castle, Mary Gardon, Marguerite Clark, Mary
Miles Minter, Douglas Fairbanks, William Farnum,
Pennl Wbite, Anita Stewart, William, Hart, Clara
Xîmbail Young and a hundred others are Unowa te,
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moment into the realme
-t la clalmed for what we
ils discovery went as it
Shands of inventors and

rew yeare such a raglng
iaplin films has been de-

by Canadiaus wbe bave seen their faces and
nigit after niiglt la their local picture SI

onMoving pictures are distributed te the
~at tres tbreugiout the couatry by branch
tt- knowu as excbauge s. These exchaagE

o-located - ! the larger cities- or ahi
el'~ cnres. There are siof tiese sbippinî
tres la Canada-Montreal, Toronto, St.
Winnipeg, Calgany and Vancouve'r.

ie Nea'rly, ail the films sbipeýd- .into Cana%
tton at Moi4treal or TorontÔ.~ Pnactically a
niultiple-reel subjects are shi'pped through
points, theugh somte of tie.ceue and tu

GI subjecta .âre sPij'pèld direct froin Nov Yc
Chicago te the branch excbanges. Thex

sevoral reasous for this.
Pirst: The iead offices of the varions distril

ageucles beiug elther lu Moatreal or Tornto,
necessary for the. film. te ho shipped wlbere it c
lnspected before being shipped te the branche

Second: Montreal 'and Toronto being the Io
etes In Canada, naturally, 'the larger theatr
these citios have the firat sieviug o! the nev
tures.

Third: Over.bal! o! the theatres lu Canada il
Ontario and 'Québec Provinces, and It la nece
to bave the film censered by the Boards la Moi
and Toronto, before It can. i hboWa la the an
towus tbroughout the Provinces.

T I-E duty levled on films jimported late Canad
I.been cianged from time te time, but

change has breugbt an lacrease. At present the
la 3 cents a foot, or $30 a reel. This makes the
of a five-neel featune about $150. The duty on î
gnnphs and advertising matter Is 15 cents a -P
eith an extra tax e! seven and one-hal! per ce]
the Involced value. The exchauges lu the miai
of cases employ a broker te clear their filixi

a'lvertislng matter at Customs, as thus dE
ment o! the Goverumeut grinds as slow a
mailla o! the gods, Within the, lat yeai
express service frein Nov York bas been
slow, and tie delay la receiving fim bas
a great source o! vorry te the excbange
agora.

Every film exchange dolng business i
ada must ho lceuaed la the varions Prov:
la which they are doing business, The Il(
fees lu. the varions Preylunces a .re: OuI
$200 a yoar; Quoece, $200 a year;
Brunswick, $100 a year; Nova Scotia, $2
year; Manitoha, $250 a year; Alberta, $2
year;, Saskatchewan, $200 a year; PI
Columbia, $300 a yeaa'.

On top of thus the exehange hI each terr
mnust pay a fee te the Provincial, Censor E
for eaoh réel e! film muhmitted, whethor PO
or cendemned by the Board. This fee vi
from. $1 te $3: Ontario Ceusor fée, $2 a
Quobec Censor fée, $3 a réel; Now Bruns
Censor foe, $1 a reel; Nova Seotia Ceuse!
31 n 'p.p* Mrmdtnh*. flenFnr fpp- S2 a. reel:
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