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II do not wiah 'ta be bard on you," I
proceeded, "but if you have disobeyed
them I arn bound ta tell you that you
have placed me in a very difficult posi-
tion. But I do not want ta get yau
into trouble, and if. you will make a
clean breast of it, I will do my best ta
screen you."

This noble offýýF only intensified
Ameliaes woe. She 1obbecý dismally.

"Corne now, contrai yourself, Amelia,"
I said sharply. "'You are making.your-
self positively plain." The. sobs imme-
diatelyI;Ïgan ta decrease." What would l
,Mr. Nicholîs say if he, could see you
now V

This had the effect of stoppiag the
tears, but Amelia flared up at me. 1

«Wbich I haven't seen him these foure
days,"- she said.E

"Not seen hlm since Joseph disap-
peared?,' I exclaimed. 'II hope you areî
speaking the truth, 1 sincerely. do. But1tinsis what 1 want ta know. How inE
it that Crus'oe, shut up in the stable hasc
been f ed today by some unauthorized1
persan? Do you know anything aboutc

"If he 'as been," said Amelia, guard-y

Crusoe looked round with interest; I put it down at the time to over-hesitated; came slowly towards me. I wroughit feelings, littie suspecting the
opened the gate, and slowly witlidrew true cause.
tre paper bag. He followed me silent- It was, 1 think, on the fourth davly, and, for him, almoat swiftly down of Crusoc's captivity that 1 noticed ala shady path that led round the garden falling off in my prisoner's appetite. Ita the disused stable already mentioned. lîad put him on an allowance of two

I entered, s0 did he. With a. snort biscuits a day-one in the morning, and
of joy he siezed upon the sausage, swal- one in the evening-and I had hi thertolowed lt at one gulp, and immediatcly found himn extremely ready to devourcomposed himself to sleep on a conven- even this plain fîre.
lent bundle of straw. I withdrew, loek- But going after dinner to give him bising the door behind me, and went in to frugal meal I found Crusoe sleeping- aosladulunch, feeling that I thoroughily de- a most unusual thing for 1dm-to do at Cne adunerved it. meal times. With some littie diffi-I explained what I liad done to my culty I woke him; h le looked with an edly, "Mr. Nicholîs doesn't know any-aunt. air of sleepy contempt at the biscuit and tliing about it.""WVe bold Orusoe as a hostage, Aunt at me; then ostentatiouslv turning bis "But you do, Amelia," I said. CorneMatilda," I said. "I salal kccp himn im- back on me hie went.to sleep again. now, Nwlio is r-slpons.ble?"
U rioned ini the stable, and shahl feed I wcnt into tlhe bouse, and over a "I cali't tell you, sir," said Amelia,rism iyself on a plain yet sufficient cigar I pondered this development. flat lv.diet. I must ask you to warn the maids Clearly Crusoe liad been got nt. "You must?"on no account ta feed or go near him, Someone, dissatisfied with the quantitv 1 sbiali t tîjenl," s1ue replîcu.and not ta mention to any outsider that or quality of food lie wvas getting. had ,"Very well, Amella. If '<ou defy niewe blave got lîirn here." augmentcd it with a private suippl.I shail have to speak to vyonr mistresj.Aunt Mýatilda promised to do as I The problem 'was-who? I could flot Then the essential f' minine that fiesasked. For hierself, aile said, she did dismiss from my mùid Amelia's un- donnant eveni in a linuseiaid, spoke.not wish ta liee the wretchied creature, douhtcd interest in Mr. Nieholîs. il -Ask 'er whio fcd C4-tsoe.," slie sadand would be only too glad ta leave the seemed only>too cdeai-. SlIe must linvc with a xleaning look. anîd mas gonie.entire responsibility of Itim in rn 1 betray d aur secret ta the cliautreni-. ni <i Tliis suddeti revebit'on wvas sticb a]îands. in obeie Ice ta bis prompting. gîvenl shîock to aIle tta t ni%- hand posîtivelvThe following days were uneventful. Cuse asruare meal. It w-as lune tremipled as 1 nîcasiured out a w1hskyand I %viIl pass them quickly by. 1 o'clock, land my aunt liad already re- and soda. 1li Ibad drunk it I kiftnîyself wvas beginning ta tire slightly of tired ta bied, but I decidcd ta inte'rview more atile to face thte situation.the dog trouble. It had, of course, its Amelia, and wZing the truth from lier l1rieflv. it wils tItis. -'\IValnt wasamusing side, and I was having a very a t -once. I rang the bell. lanidesinieliv feedin-g or ca'tsiiîîg to bepleasant holiday. but 1 felt myself las- Aei, I began sternly. wlien sIte fed. the dog of lier Ilelemv.ing interest, and IJaff bound ta say that arrived, "when v-our mistress told vou It a1Fbeeante cleai, to nie a., I setI thougbit morxe han once that I1fia- that 1 liad shut tîhe general's St. Ber- mly Nwits to Nvork on t1tis cttriou,, faet.tierd the sanie feeling in my auint. For niard up in the stable, sbet- tld you also, Frta visi.t to lte ca)tive, pronîptedinstance. w-hen %we w'ere conversing on I believ-e, ta be careful Pot ta mention LY tîtero feininine cnî-liosi tv:, second. Pitvthe chances of getting JIoseph back, she the fact toa nayne not a member of the for a fallen foc: tii. acmpr ýo fwvould change the sîîbject with some- houseliold. Amnelia," 1 said. "have vou Joseph and Crse;and a fiel- t1at. tluething like abruptncss. I scarcely un- pbeyed those instructions?!" delnuc.dartood it. Here Amelia beg,,an to w-ccp. One thing wvas (jiite certainl. If rmV
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aunt bad decided that she preferred to-
keep the eneral'a dog rather than have
her 'own Lack, she would certainly do
s0. And any difficulty in the path
would have to be bridged by me.

I ought to have remembered, of
course, that the darkest hour cornes be-
fore the dawn, andtLat every detective,
when on the point of giving up the
problemt he is trying to unravel, Leas
wonderful stroke of luck which makes
everything plain sailing. As it was, î
lost many hours of sleep, and when
breakfast time arrived my ýnerves were
stili 80 shaky that 1 was actually punc.
tuai.

My aunt's rubicund face was cheer.
fui and calrn as ever, and she poured
out the coffee with a commendably
steady hand. I did flot fail to notice,
however, that ber indoor shoes were
slightly wet with t~ morning dew, be.
traying to my trarted mind mind that
euie had started thus early in the day
on her path of deception. Yet her com-
posure was perfect; it would have done
credit ta a murderer.

The morning passed without event. I
watched my aunt eat an excellent lunch,

efor the Winter.

and end urcd her affectionate reproaches
for may own lack of appetite. Then over
ain unsatisfactory pipe my resolve was
taken.

Corne of it wbat might, I would beard
tlic general ini bis den, and bring tle
wretchced business to an end. If My
dipflomlac.v îsulted ini the recovery of
thje 011 love and the loss of the new,
Auint Mat ilda wonild have oaly herseif
Io thank.

With a firni step) and a thurnping pulse
1 rang tfr ionît doot- bell at Thîe Wel-
kmn at three preciseIV. At thiree-two I
w~as facîîg flie genera1 in bis smoking.

'W4t Ij~o vouNvwant, sir ?" asked the
gen1eral ferocious1v, his mnoustache posi-
tivelv bîistling witb xinilitary aggres-
sîvene1Ss.

"TIi<ýnks , verv incît," I returnedril(ll v- j "1 tluiîîk I vill join yau in a
w-hisky anI d ' ýo sa.-ig I helped

and 1< t' ivg e ail account Of
yoîu--~lf. Imuthte general, bis fac'e

plirle 'vititlac-
--r \as borne» i replied poitely, "inl

1878. Efdca t ed frst at an excellent
school kcept bv a mnaiden ladv named
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