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Sir, Quebec, 16 May 1830.

lin obedience to the coniiids of his Excellency the Earl of Gosford to furnish such
rerarks its I might wish tu ofler on the report of a connittee of the Assembly called " The
Second Report of the Commîittee of (revances," I have the honour to submit the following
observations:

The report charges me in gencral with oppression, peculation and extortion, and alleges
first, " that I filisely and frituduliently re presented mîîyself to be the proprietor ofa great extent
of' Crown lands to wlit h I had no ininier of right." Secondly, II that I falsely and frau-
dilently denied that such land could be gratuitously granted to divers settlers who applied
for tie saine, and were entitled thereto upon the mere performance of the settling duties ;
and conicealing from themi tliat it was iny bounden duty to niake such gmnts ; ' and
thlirdly, " that I coruptly and oppressively exacted and reccived from the said settLiers
lipplymtig for gratuitons grants large sumxîs of ioney as the price of the land, of which I was
by y omeu bound l procure them gratuitous grants."

To'tlcse charges i nnswer, 1st, tht. the first allegation which accuses me of representing
myself to bc the proprietor of lands to which I hacd no right is wholly untrue, and is a
pierversion of the fact, whicli in siniply that i represented myself as being entitled to assigl
liand t) any person working for nie, who was desirous of' settling in the country, a right
whihel I shall presently show is snpported by documents in the possession of the Asseimhly,
buit which thcy have wholly omitted to notice. 2dly, That I amn ready to admit so nuîch of
1 he se'coid allegation is states thiit I " denied that such land cotild be gratuitously granted
to lil appliennis ;" and to lic charge of' I eonîcealingi. tliat it was my bounden duty to niake
ScIh gants," I reply that if the comnnittec lad rend over the instructions comrmunicated to
ie iîstead of the factitious paper delivered to themi by the surveyor'-general, they would

have pereivd that I was directed tw make grants, nlot to ail applicants, but to such persons
alone vlo produced an order fron Coveriinment to fint effect; and, adly, that to the charge

ofxacting fr-om tie said settlers applVing fbr gratuitous grants large sums of Money as thu

price of land, of viich I was by ny office bound to procure then gratuitous grants," I answer,
ihat I did not receive fromu anv person to whon 1 was bound as agent to nake gratuitous

grants ny mniley Or other consideration beyond the fee of 7 s. 8 d. collected at the request of
the surveyor-general, fron those persons to whom location-tickets were issued by me in my
capacity as agent; and the amount of which was duly paid over and accounted for to
him.

These allegations arc frounded on the assumption that I was acting in the execution of
an official duty, the dereliction of which constitutes the gravamen of the charge preferred
agaitnst me ; it aiso appears fromt the preliminary observations of the report that the oficiai
eapacity attributed to me, and to which they would limit"and restrict my functions, is that of
" agent for settling " certain townships; whereas, in truth, my appontment as agent was
macle in the view of givinig effect to an order fron the Secretary of State, directing the
Goveiner to assign land to my labourers under certain conditions; and the instructions
which I received from the civil secretary (not from, nor through the surveyor-general) do not
authorize the granting of land to other persons than such aï produced ordera fr-on the
executive councîl. Bùt it must be ainitted that the documents exhibited by the conirnittee,
and appended to the report, if they were ail authentic, and in the absence of the other
documents wlich tire designedly onitted, would establish those allegations conclusively;
and if I lied been merely, as they would represent, an agent for assigning land to ail apli-
cants, and if ail the documents printed in the appendix nad really been coimunicated to
nie as thie rule for my guidance as such, then there would have beri some foundation for
the charges brotught against me. But part of the documents exhibited in support of these
assumuptionîs are euctitious; and the documents which would have afforded a correct view of
the subjcet have been withhold or suppressed. On the one hand, certain papers are
intiodi uced, vhich it in pretended are copies of instructions, and supplementary articles given
to nie as agent, but which in fact were not at any time corâmmunicted to me; these
factitious papers, niarked in the report Nos. 10 , & 6, were delivered to the Assembly by the
surveyor-genemui on the i 1th March 18g5. On the other hand, a return or statement of fees
paid to the surveor-geieral on the 24th October 1824, which he was bound to rWuce, has
been suppressed y tlat officer; and the authentic copy of the letter of ap ointnent and
instructions from tue civil secretary to me as agent, transnitted by ny Lod of in the
session of 1838, is omitted ; as likewise the correspoudence betweei àe $retairy of
State and the local government, relating ta the ex pectations which I hd been led to
entertain, and the encouragement intended to be afforded me on settling in the colony,
which was aiso transmitted by bis Excellency at the saine time.

It is neceslary tu enter irto these details respecting the omissionl of the cor'espondeïce
and the insertion of the unamthetieti papers, because the report ciÏculated with so much
diligence (400 copies of it being printed for distribution), is caldhiated to make an impression

wholly


