‘Enel. in No. 10,
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nclo-,une in \o 10.

Ta the R uhr Honoumblo Wumw GLADSTONE, M.P., Hon M: 1_]oqt\ s lnnclpal Secxelars ‘
‘ ‘ ‘of State for the Colonies. " D

The Mcmm m] of the Moutleal Boax d of T 1adc,

Humb)y showeth, ‘ ‘ R
THAT your memorialists obaene Her Ma‘;eau,' s Government have ploposed to thameur.
certain changes in the customs duties of Great Britain, under which salted provisions and

various other articles are to be at once admitted into the United Kingdom duty free.
 That by the Imperial Act 5 & 6 Vict. c. 49. salted provisions, and many of' the articles
above referred to, are liable to heavy duties when 1 imported into Canada from foreign states;
and it appears to your memorialists, that to maintain such duties in Canada, while they
are abandoned in the United Kingdom, will have a most injurious effect on the trade
ol this colony, and will prevent it reahnn«r _any advantages which may ‘be derived from -
becoming the channel through “hlch a pox rtion of the pl‘()\'lleIlS of 1hc Umted bt'lles may
each the British market. ‘
- Wherefore, your memorialists humbl) plav IIex Magestys Gmcmment \nl[ recommend

~ to Parliament the repeal of the imperial duties on all such articles imported into Canada, as

~ No. 11
Mur. Sceretary -

. . “ l e . ,
Cladstone to Barl e you enclose 'xddlesecs to mysclf from, the Boards. of Trade at Queboc s

~.and Montreal, praying for the repeal of certain provisions in the Imperial
I nactmente, 5 & 6 Vlct c. 49, and 8 & 9 Vict. c. 93, the continuance ' of which,
it is represented, will seriously affect the trade of Canada, if the proposcd

dthcart, ;
+ May 1846

by the proposed Customs’ Duties Bill may be admitted duty free into Ihe Umted Kingdon.
‘ And som' memon ialists, as'in duty bound, will ever pray.’ ‘
> (signed) - Gu ’\Iowur, !
B ‘ Pmsndent of the Mo:mcal Board of 'lrade.
Montreal, 26 March 1346. ‘ "
: ‘ h.mrmcx\ N. \VILLS()\‘ Sccrom\. ‘

: No ll
(‘\Io. b._.) ‘

(,om ofa Dnémron ﬁ‘om thc Rwht IIonoumblc W E. GLADST()\L to Govcrnoz B
the Karl CA’I neartr, K.C.B. ~
\/Iy L01d o Downing SthCt, 4 M'ly 1346,
1 nave to a:.knowlcdtre thc rcccxpt of' 3our dcspatchcn, Nos. 27 and 31, in

alterations in the commelcml policy of this Country ehould be sanctxoned by -
Parliament. o
I have to instruct. your Lordshlp to acquamt the memonahsts, in answer, that

‘the interests of Canada continue to engage the lively solicitude of Her

Majesty’s Government ; but that' they havc felt it their duty to decline

acceding to the request that the system denominated naturalization” of ‘)

goods may be introduced into the pending law, upon gzounds which they

concewc to be of such force as to. leave them no option.. - Her Majesty’s
‘Government are, however, by no means similarly pledged or. disposed to -

" refuse consideration to the question, how far the Imperial duties chargeable
in' Canada  may be susceptible of alteration with advantage, tbough they -
cntertain the opinion that it ‘would be premature ‘to enter upon that subject’ .

without further knowledge than we now possess of the sentiments of ‘the
‘various partics interested in it.  With respect - to the article of timber,

" adverted to in the memorial of the Board of Trade of ‘Montreal, your
Lordship will observe to the Memormhsts, that Parliament has already declared S

itself on that question in unison with the views of Her Majesty’s Government ; .
but your Lordship will be pleased likewise to' add, that Her Majesty's Govcrn~
ment arc firmly pcrsuaded that the British- North American timber, from its

own - useful propertics, and, with the aid of the reduced’ protection which it .

is proposed to retain, as well as from the energy and intelligence of those who -

“trade in-it, and thcu command of capltql mll contmue to hold its place in the o

Brlmh mar lset

Ihave, &c. A
(smngd) W ln (JLADSTONE.




