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that the history of our country warrants us
in asking the justice which we are about to
demand of the British Government, and in
believing that our request will be heard.

I migh t go on to sbew that this country
bas not only been loyal, but that she bas been
generous. Look back at our early history,
and you will find that when fires occurred in
Boston, Montreal, Miramichi, and other
places, at various times, Nova Sotia contri-
buted freely for their relief. Not only so,
but when the hattle of Waterloo took place,
and the British soldiers had left widows and
orphans to be provided for, the loyalty and
generosity of this country was shewn by a
contribution that was honorable and band-
some. Yet we are told that because we stand
up, like men of a free country ehould, we are
disloyal. I trust the time has now arrived
when no man will dare to huri the slander
of disloyalty at the Anti-confederate party in
this Province. Loyalty dotes not surely prc-
vent a people from claimine their rights and
privileges. Among the other characteristics
of Nova Scotian's enterprise bas been promi-
nent. I might enumerate the principles of
trade, and shew that in none of them have we
been deficient. Method of government and
frugality of government might form another
branch of my argument by which I might
shew that we have been able to govern our-
selves in a most honorable and satisfactory
manner. Bravery might also furnish a topic
for remark for the brave and proud hearts of
Nova Scotians would never allow any aggres-
sor, single-handed, or in a multitude, to
trample on their rights. They have nerve
and manlinese enough to resist, and when 1
heard it said that our request for repeal will
be unheeded, and that the British Govern-
ment will carry out the Confederation Act by
means of the troops in the citadel, I feel that
they may crush out the free spirit of Nova
Scotians; but they will have something to
do which I trust never will be done. I trust
that the Government will never ask British
troops to fire on a Nova Scotiau, and I believe
that Nova Scotians will not require it, for,
with fair argument and common sense they
wili obtain from the British Governe
ment their rights as fret subjecte. It i
not worth while now to narrate st length
what has transpired from the time when we
were a Crown Colony. As intelligence advan-
ced, and our resources were developed, a
change was found to be necessary in the con-
stitution of the Province. I refer now to the
time when responsible government was oh-
tained-to the period when the Howes and
others came out and asked that the people
should have more freedom and power in their
Assembly, and that the government should
be carried on according to their wishes.
Those evente are well recollected and under-
stood in the country, but how was that
change obtained? It was by going honestly
to the country and asking the people whe-
ther they desired a change in their institu-
tions; goîng throughout the length and
breadth of the land; appealing to the sound
senue of Nova Scotians, and sking them to
elect men who would join in the demand for
more power and freedom. The demand was
made that the doors of the Council Chamber
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should be unlocked, and though the Council
asserted its rights with a great deal of dignity
and force, yet those doors were opened by
pressure of public opinion. The Councillors
have ever since been under the public eye.

The British Goverument at that time gave
up something-they gave up the power of
taxing us and of appointing our Etecutive
Councillors without our consent, and vested
in this House the full control of the revenues;
we were allowed in short to govern ourselves
in the manner ve thought best. I might go
on to show that although from the time when
the firot tree was eut in Halifax to the tine
when Responsible Government was granted,
our progrees was slow. Yet from the mo-
ment when the people btained control of
their own affairs, our trade and resources
were developed, And the cònutry prospered In
a ratio far beyond what it bad schieved up
to that period. It was obvious to any one
that our own people ought to be betterjudges
of their own requirements than persons acrose
the water. I have said that our progresswas
slow since 1749 down to the time when Red-
ponsible Government was conoeded, and I
might cite many facts in proof of the asser-
tion; in 1816 the first coach went to Wind-
sor, in 1814 we had only three lighthouses,
in 1825 our population was only a little over
100,000. But when Responsible Government
was granted, and power given to the people to
control the Government, the country advan-
ced with a degree of prosperity which was
most honorable ta it. We immedistely coin-
menced building breakwaters and light-
bouses, improviug harbors, opening fret
roads, and building bridges, extending pos-
tal communication, and building railways,
and yet, until after Confederation, we had
no bread tax, no paper tax, no stamp sut,
our tariff was low, and yet our people were
incressing in numbers and In wealth. We
naturally enough looked about to set what
resources we had that could be developed;
we were nearly uurrounded by the ses, we
had harbors plentiful and good, timber was
convenient, and there was no renson why we
should not turn our attention to shipbuild-
ing. We did so, and the result is that Nova
Seotis owns more shipping in proportion ta
ber population than any country in the
world. I was struck the other day with a
statement which sbewed that in 1866 we own-
ed 3509 ivessels, of 400,895 tons, while New
Brunswick, Ontario and Quebec, forming
the great country which the Unionists would
have ns believe le a garden of Eden, owned
altogether but 2873 vessels, of 459,800 tons.
Let us govern our own country, and we will
develop our resources sud foter those inter-
eats which are mot congenial to the country.
Thel public records show that down to 1863
there took place in this Assembly constitu-
tional debates which are fresh in the minds
of most of ns, and I desire to draw attention
to what took place particularly in 1863.
Since responsible government was establilshed
aIl the publia grievances Were brought before
the people at the general election, and at
that date there were nd costitutional diffi-
culties, no grave publie errors, but the great
question before the country, whether honeetly
raised or not I will not stop to inquire, was


