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1N naking aur bow to the public it is befitting for
us to givc an outtinie of aur intentions and aur

policy, that is to say, if ive have any, for wc fear that
the fact of being adhcrents ta Canada's grand aid
inan, would flot linc our pockcts *ith gold, nor have
%ve aiiy great things to expect by hanging on to the
skirts of the Grits, if they shouid ever return to
powver. Scriously, ho%%evtcr, politicaily spcaking, wve
arc absolutciy indcpcndcnt, as ail goad Northwvest
men shouid bc. XVhatevcr part>? sill do the most ta
forivard the intcrests of the Northivcst, that party
will rccive the humble support of aur pen and pen-
cil. We arc starting this papcr because ive thinkc it
wili Ilsupply a long feit want," added to %vhich ive
think it wvill bc a paying speculation, but this, of
course, is quite a secandary consideratian. This
paper will also bc quite unique, for it wvili interest
every mnan, womnan and child iu the country. It %vili
contain newvs garncred froin aIl quarters of the habit-
able world, and if ive cani find a correspondent in1 the
uninhabitable, we'l have one there. WVhat arc we
offéring ta the pub!ic ? Ncý% s items of general inter-
est, articles on r.uicling, fiirring and spart in ail its
branches ; political squibs and short staries, w~hile a
iaugh may bc scîuezed out cvery now and again
from the humorous colunin. The fauir sex, liowever,
inust xiat think that their intercsts will bc negiected,
for we shall devote a special page to the latest
fashions, with accompanying plates. Added to ail
this, the paper wiii bc iiberaily illustrated with car-
taons, photos of aur lcading nien, and sketches of'
intercsting subjýects-. 'Ne shalh ahways endeavor to
makec this paper as broad in its vi *ews and as far-
reachinig in its intcrests as its nlame would indicatc.
Ring Up the liglits ! Raise the curtain ! THiE
Piui1ii: (Illustratcd) steps to-the fi-ont and makes
its bowv ta, wvhat we trust %vill be, the kind and indul-
gent public of the Northwest Territories.

gTILL the aid attitude, flot a movernent ta im-
prove aur condition in regard to the permit

systein, wvhich, as it stands today, is a fitting type of
the famous "'Circumlocutian Office," immortalized by
the illustriaius Dickens. In thc abovc office it tvas
the custom of those having a futil knowledge of the
ruies and conditions of any subject, ta find out the
bcst anti rnst efficient way " How >iat ta do it " ; we
don't pretend for a maoment that they succeedd
nearly as weil as those whlo adminiser the liquor law
in the Territories, but they wvcre just near enough ta
wvarrant the allusion.

Let us, in a few words, look back over the years
that arc past and sc the working of this lioary-
headed aid chessman.

At first it wtas goad-vcry; railroad construction
wvas gaing on and Indians ivere miny an incbrîated
crowvd of navvies were apt ta become "frequent and
painful and free," if liquor was permittecl, and the
noble rcd man uvould bc tempted ta paint things hîs
own peculiar color if hie got tight, so the father of our
country protectcd the sober-minded. citizens from the
possibility of the iii effi..cts arising f;rm either of these
calamities, and everything wvas loveiy.

But ! (there geceraliy is a Il BUT " hanging around
most questions) tirne rolled on, construction wvas
over, the Indians wvere on tlieir reserves, or ought to
have been, the country wvas bcing filcd with respect-
able cîtizens, w~ho feit, and Iustly, that they had a
riglit ta a voice in the inatter. Legal talent galore,
loft the cast and pitched camp out here with the rest
of us. Mon %vould be arr-ested for hiaving liquor in
their posscssion, and fincd ; the above mcntioned
legal talent proceded ta pick hales in the Iaw ;
they've been picking ever since, and now- but it is
pitiful ta dignify that ragged fabric with the name of
a lawv, we will say no more about it for the present.

Our farniliar has just arrivcd fi-rn Ottawva with the
ketch on oui front page; hie looked tired and traces

of tears uvere on his face. 1-le said, I found Sir
John piaying checkers with himself anc ating oys-
tors; in a moment 1 marked bis checkcrs as repre-
sentcd in the cartoon, and pleaded with him ini the
interests of the N. W. T. 1 said, pointing ta an oys-
ter, Ilthat oyster rcniinds me of the country an whosé
bchaîf 1 stand here." IlWhy so? " said hie. IlVou
have," said 1, rising ta the occasion (for 1 like the
aid man), "iYou have, by yaur indomitabie energy,
handied the avstcr knife of the Canadian Pacific
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