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Lunr-'iing, of the Sungy dynasty, about A.LD. 1183, and on the other a record of
its rebuilding during the period of the Ming dynasty A.D. 1368-1644. Frouii

the tiwentiethi volume of the Chinese Repository (a mionthly magaz.ine whicli
had for itS object to difluse correct information in the forrn of essays, travels,
translations etc.,) the following extract from the inscription on that muonu
mental stone is borrowed : 'lWith respect to the religion of Israel, we fiiîd
that o"r first ancestor wvas Adam. The founder of religion was Abrahain;
then came Aloses, who established the Law and handed down the sacred
%vritings. During the dynasty of Han (B. C. 200- -A. 1). 226) this relfigi it
entered China. In the second year of Hiao-tseng, of the Sung dynasty (A.
D). 11î64,) a Synagogue wvas erected in Kai-ferig-fu. Those who attempt tu

represent God by images or pictures do but vainly occupy thernselves witit
eznpîy fornis. Those who honour and obey the sacred writings know the-
origin of ail things: and eternal reason and the sacred writings inutually
sustain eachi otlier in testifying whence mnen derived their being. Ail thoste
wh<s possess this religion amni at the practice of goodrness, and avoid theil
commission of vice.*' This stonc well deserves a place aniong, the inunu-

mental, voiceful stoncs of history. Lt continues to bear witniess after dtlî
Synagogue lias disappearcd. It raises its testimony f<>r ther true God in thec
,verv heart of a country abounding ivith idolatrous temples it points incii

tu the onlv trusîworithy source of information regarding the origin of tlie
wvorld and of nman, and exaîts (;od as the creator of both. The practical
resuis of religion are also clearly indicated. When the lighît of the Gospel

bhall have illuriiniated the vast Cinese Empire, aud the triunîphs :)f Christi.
.ilnity corne to lbe writtcn, the rccord of this silent witness shah flot he for-

gotten. Alas, it bias also its pathetic side. WVhere is the Synagog£ue that once

occupied that site ? It lias been levelled to the ground. *rhere is no longer
une stone upon aniotheri of it. flic descendants of those whof liad oznct
%vorshipped in thant holy and beautiful house confessed that it hiad been de
inolishied by their oivn hands. It lizd for a long tiime stood in need of repairh.
Moncy for this purpose could flot ho procured from the jews, niany (if theni

being so poor as to be destitute of the necessaries of life, and yielding tu
sterfi necessity, they demolishied their venerable Synagogue, and sold it.s

wood and stonie to help thcmi in thieir dire extrernity. XVith the renoval of

their Synagogue tlîeir one great centre of attraction disappeared, and], as %va.-
inevitable, many traditions and historic associations were soon likcst to vanism


