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THE DOMINION OF CANADA—
THE NORTH-WEST TERRI-
TORIES.

UTSIDE of the Provinco of
Manitoba extends tho North.
West Lerritory of Cunada.
It is bounded on tho south

by tho 4Uth parallel, which divides it

from the United States, It follows
ihis line wost to the base of the R cky

Mountains, which it touches at very,

pearly the 111th degreo of west longi-

tude, and takes n north-west trend to
the brse of the Rocky Mountains,
until it comes in contact with the
territory of Alsska, and proceeds
thence due north to the Arctic Ocean.

On the eastern sido it 18 bounded by tho

Province of Ontario.  Notth and east

of the pois 8 wentioned it comprises

the ramainder of the continent.

This vast territory contuns great
lakegand gient vivers. The Mackenzie
is one of the lurgest rivers in the world,
and emptics into the Arc.ic Qcean.
Ita estimated dength w 2,000 miles, -
cluling the Slave River, which is »
paitof itssystem, Thusriser s generally
naviguble, except at tho baso of the
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Rotky Mountaing, where it is inter-
rupled by cascades.  The country
through which it runs is rich in
minerul depotity, including coal.  The
Poace, another gieat river of tho
North Wesr, hag an cstimated coursn
of 1,100 wiles, draining a country con-
taining very great agricultural and

; N
minoral resources.  Another great 11,000 square miles. Tho Great Slavo of the north, as well as of the River
viver, which takes it8 rira in tho Lake has a longth, from’ east to west,; Winnipeg, the Saskatchewan and
Rocky Mountains, is the Saskatche- | of 300 miles ; its greatest breadth|others. . .
wan, which empties into  Tako being 50 miles. Tho Athabasca Lake, Tho mouth of the Nelson River is
Winnipae, having a ttal length of has a length of 230 miles, avoraging nearer to Liverpool than is New York,
about 1,600 miles. Tho river is 14 miles in width, having, howover, a and the pavigation, it is believed, is
navigable from the lake to Fort very much greater width in some, continuously opun for over four months
‘dmonton, andgit draing an jmmense places. LaRe Winnipeg has a length in the year.  Efforts are, therefore,
ialready being mado to render avail-
ablo this near communication from the
!vcry centro of the continent with the
port of Liverpool.
A remarkable feature of this great
. ) extent of territory is its division along
lines running generally north-west and
south-etst, into throe distinct prairio
steppes, or plateanx, as they are gen-
erally called. The first «& thege is
 known as the Red River Valley and
Lako Winnipeg platean. The width
of the boundary lino is about 52 miles,
and tho average height about 800 feet
;above the sca. At the boundary lino
it is about 1,000 feet. Tho first
plateaun lies entirely within tho Pro-
vinee of Minite w, wad is «stimated to
contsin about 7,000 square miles of
the best wheat-growing land on the
;continent-, or in the world.
i The second plateau-or steppo has an
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SAMKATCHEWAN RIVER=—LOOKING WEST—FROM THE RLUOW,

altitudo of 1 600 fcet, having & width
of about 250 miles on the national
bourdary line, and an area of about

0" 280 miles, with a breadth of 55
miles. Tl ero aro nuerous other lakes
of lwrge sizo in the North-West,

agricultural region.  Thero aro numer-
ous other rivers in this territory, such
as the Neler,, tho Churchill, the

Winnipeg, and tho Assiniboinc.

The lakes aro the Great Bear Lako,
the Great Slave Lake, tho Athabasca,
Tako Winnipeg and others,  The
Great Bear Lako contains an aren of

Tho Nelson River dminsg the waters -

105 000 squaro miles.

Tho rich, un-

of Lako Winnipey into ITudson’s Bay ;
and tho extent of its dischargo ray be
imagined from the fact that this lake -
receives tho waters of tho Red River

dulating park-like country lies in this
region. This scction is specially favour-
able fer settlemept, and includes the
Asginiboino and Qu'Appolle districts.
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