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-as when one who onters into the service of a Prince, puts on his distiuguishing lt.
tire; and the design of the sacred writer is, to remind those Of them who had beforo
professed the Jewish religion, that by a solemn act oftheir own. they had put off Mo-
ses, and put on Christ. It was their oath of allegianci to the Kimg of Zion-that by
which tey avowed the Lord to be their God. Hence a rejection of it involved a
,rcan ofte counsd of God. Luke vii. 30. Their rojection of the sign wasjustly
constried as a rejection of the thimg signified--as, when a rebel refuses to take the
oath of allegiance, it is construed as a refusai of submission and subjection ta bis
nghtful Prince.

lWhatever may bo said of baptisn as it is now receoived and practiced by us, or of
iose who practice it, ît was oninaily appointed ta be, tihe boundary of visible Chris-
tamt>. Thiis is a pnîncie whiich, if properly acted upon, wvould go far ta prevent
la confouindinîg the chuîrch and thse world, and which, consequently, would tend
more thian any thing ai' the kinîd ta counteract ecclesiastical degeneracy and corruîp-
ton. Hlad the Chrîstian Church, in ail ages, adnmitted nana ta baptism, fromn whiom-

cver descended, but those who professed to rpentand believ. the Gospe; a stream
of corruption, which has actually deluged it wdth AniChristianism, would have been

îverted at the spring head. The Church, deed, ight have been corrupted from
der causes, but the carnai descendants a' godly peaplc cld flot have caimed a
peice i Christ's visible kgdom. T he church couI d lot have become national, em-
breîg, as its children, ai who are born in what is caluied, a Chrstian country, with-
oany personal religion. The doctrmne f believers' baptismn, exerts a great influ-
en nmany who wvere never baptized by immersion, particularly amoang Uic think-

g and respectable part af the commnnity. I have known many instances of the
kd-persons prevented from that duty from a fuar oi the repraach oifthe irreligious.

il ordance ilhch thus operates possesses a mark of its pertaimg ta a kingdomr
ahch is flot ai' this wvorld, and mnto whichî st is hard for a rich man ta enter.

Baptism is not only a solemn profession aof the rehigion af Christ, but it is tbe first
t o yf obedience required of the young convert. I do not say that it includes all gos-

ptl obedîence, but it must be admnitted that it is not only first on the list ai' Christisan
ledience, but is most important, as beingassociated by Christ in bis commission with
the cendîtion ao aur salvation. "e that blieveth, and is baptized, shall be saved
Tht the gospel calls for obedience, is ear from the following Senptures: 2 Thess.
ih. VTe Lord Jesus Christ sall be reealed from heaven inl aming lre, takng ven-
grance on dhem that knows not God, and obey nlot thbe gospe of our Lord Jesurs Christ."
leb.v. 9. " Beinsg mradepeifect, hie f>ecame The author ofeterna1 .salvaion al tina obey,-

kai" i Peter i. '22, "Seeig hae pou have punsed your hearis ian obeyiyg ite truth."
Chnset said, " If pout love me,'aeep smy commaondments."

If tha foregong renarks he just, the importance f believe rs' baptism munst appear
n a sery d cfferen t from that wich somaie have represenaed it, who cansider t h
htde importance, and even go so far as ta disapproveach ministers impressing it as a,
Scoand of Christ. If it be of little or ne importance to bend ourselves t the Lord,
n the way of his own prescribing, ta confiess his name before mien-to avow aur be-

îmg dead to the world and aoive ta Christ-to preserve theuchurch from being ane witb
henrld-to obey himwho said, " Repeut and bbaptized, every o nc f yon"-ando.

fsoowhisexample, who said, " T husit becomethuslo dofarigheousness"-then mray
dts excuie be admitted. But if these things are important, then is believers' bapismn
împortanît, and ail attempts ta depreciate it, are offetnsive in the sigbt of Him who is
the Lord and Sovereign of Zion.

I have is, mny dear Sir, distianctly given you y views as ta the place and impor
tance asspned ta baptisma ini the hoaly Scriptures. In your last letter, you charge us
nith a practe ( reqirmg tee mch from persans we baptize) injuri os ta the

nizs of me; but I never knew a charge bat could be retorted with greater justice.
IfI have rightly understood your views on wvhat you consider the quafications for
aptsm, I maust afirm that thy are not ony unsnriptural, but injuinus ta the soulis
f ten, and the visible kingdom aof Christ. Receivfg persous,as believers, wha ne-

er frt the lave ai God mn tir hcarts, or their rnd state as siners, and iho were
never bor a the spirit o' God inta thse visible kingdom f Christ, is not anly iajuri-
us te the persans themselves, but t thei truc interests oi religion in t world.
No error bas donc more îiury ta the relgion of Jesus, and the true doctrines ai

te Gospel-or done mare ta budd up t he kingdom of Antm-christ, than your favonite
heory: putting baptis i tue place of reenerati and pardon ofsin.


