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LETTER-WRITING

The Great War has had many

effects which few of us, if any, bad

thought of beforehand, and one of

80 broad as to

the broadest of them
be

almost universal

is the revival
of letter - writing as a household prac

tice.
had

Undoubtedly letter - writing

decayed for generations,

some

notwithstanding the epread of
popular education Though an
enormously large proportion of

the community could write letters if

they wished to do so, they did not
The type of
people who were once great letter
the fancied

they had no time for it in their busy

ghould.

see why they

writers leisured class

ness about small things and the pur

suit of pleasure. Expressionthrough

writing bad become curt and to the

point, ornateness being felt to be out

of place. In this respect telegram
had =
Elaboration wasfelt to be unnecessary

and rather ¢ Still

writing shaping influence.

» bore. worse, the

telephone, with its swift interchange

of thought, superseded the Iletter.
Then travel, too, by rail or motor
ar was 80 cheap and swiflt that
visite became easy and frequent, and
many letters merely mentioned im-
portant subjects and added But
we will talk it over when we meet.
©f course lovers went on writing to
some extent even they were less
pious in their outpoarings than ir

l ye8 before wires wnd
and swift, cheap travel

So le wriving b me relegated

in & large degree to formal business

and ceased to be a

household duty,

a leisure relaxation, or a private
} art. The reasons for not writing |
: letters have disappeared. Reasons
fer writing them are many and
strong. Six or seven million men
and women are away from their
hemes, either on military service

eor war work, and they wish to hear
what
those homes.

constantly is happening in

With equal eagerness

the people left at home wish to
know wha is happening to its
absent members, all of whom are in
unusual surroundings and many in
the midst of grave dangers. Separ

ations are wide ; leave is seldom and

brief ; all communications except by

letter are expensive and hampered
by formalities ; and so there is no
practieal alternative to falling back
ea the good old-faghioned plan of

pious letter-writing.

BEARERS OF SYMPATHY
Thus the letter has come into its
own again with a completenc hat
! would have been impossible in any
ether circumstances than a war in
which the whole nation is directly
er indirectly engaged. Almost every
keuse in the land is sending and
reseiving letters of a personal nature |
apart from its routine business, If
any house is not doing so there ie
segent reason for its inmates to ask
themselves why they are not con
tributing directly some evidence of
persenal interest in the men, known
to them or unknown, who
ing the battle of the natic
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were written in the main as literary

with

an

alr

charm us to this

d

informality

3.

LETTERS

exercises, and as literary exercises,
of

they

But the letters which load our post

REAL
men now are for
tensely real

and bald ore
They

the

most part in
whether they

are short

most to writers and receivers.

knit

together the

home

who are held far away from it

winded and elaborated
tell of the things that matter

They

and those

They

keep up the union of lives destined

to b

passed

together, but

time being wrenched asunder,

for the

They

aremissives of deeplyanxious thought

which tries to hide its anxiety.

They

pass to and fro in relief of heartaches

of absence.

destination or

is

The

possibility

Front
that

Behind

it

each

be

when

the

the place of despatch
the shadowing
the

last,

What in them may seem the smallest

trivialities to the onlooker may

be of

the greatest interest to the receiver
far from

home and

unable to com

plete his mind.picture of it except

out

letters.

told

Cf

An

of the materials p

rovided in his

With so much needing to be

we wonder that letter-writ

ing has revived and attained dimen

sions far beyond

annals of the

I'he obstacles t

n recor

rd

in

the

writing have

ost

18

transit

v, too,

18 peopl

riing

all been swept away I'he
inconsiderable to the sender

ever far c the receiver may

the Government manages the

with marvellous celerity

near all can write a letter

try, or there is someone in the

hold who can write it 1

who were given to letter-w
before feel the urgent need for writ

ing more

U‘

and

correspondenc

ext

ending

until

n

their cirel

e

som

instances the keeping up of a flow of

sympathy through the post becomes

almost
flow of letters

an

obsesslon.

from

The

return

those who are

away on duty is perhaps even more

sarprising

difficulties

| service.

Th

when we
of writing on
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letter-writing

18

intimate, spiritual, well-nigh

remember the

active

personal,

sacred

It has welded afresh the ties of family,

| has provided the race with a newly

tried

giver

mode

the

1

hands a

of

pen

expression,

and

in tens of millions of

mightier mission than had

ever been attributed to it in the writ

ings of the literary

dawr
ew.

"hrough

it

speak the dearest. thoughts of men
forgetful for the moment as they
write of the alien lives they are liv
ing far from home and the daily
routine which they once felt would
remain 51]")!' I“l['leyl xperience of

the world.

is changed.
and country
their

in

Now their w

The gignificanc

has

hearts,

been

however

10le outlool

of home

strong

transformed

10

was before, and the familiar letter is

the natural

vehicle

for

much

command of worde will allow.

I'HE EFFECT
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What will be the ultimate effects
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this pent-up sentiment as the writer's |

|

man.,

| exact

Without it there is not much

thinking

With it there is the

| hope that thought set down will |

be cla

rifled, And, if s

, is there not

a good prospect that the great volume

of

unaccustomed
nation's

crystallised by

writir

intellectually

fresh

thought

manhood

1g, will revivify

and

surroundings
at

the growing habit of

morally

induced by the
of the
war and

our people

and in

the end leave a rich deposit in the

yrm
that
| gener
| and

the

of literature—the literature
bears fruit through untold
ations ? If this should be so

manifest

stimulation

of

gome forms of literature by the War,

as for example poetry, makes it clear

that i

t will be

then one of

the most

beneficent thoughunlooked for effects

of the War will have been that it put

the p

an into the

hands

of

a whole

people, and, starting with the simp

lest f
letter

, Bave

orm of writing,

at last a

the

more

domestic

ample

voice to their highest aspirations.
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installments of or an

approach to a Socialistic reorganiza

tion of industry

seems fit for a brief

the attitude ¢

toward Socialism, and t
industrial proposals which
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the time
of

»{ the Catholic Church

oward certain
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properly called Socialism.
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acts

subjec

is found in certain encyclicals and
instructions of Popes Leo XIIL and
Pius X. In his encyclical, " On the
Condition of Labor May 15, 1891
the former Pontiff condemned Social
ism explicitl 8 injurious to the
workingman, structive of the indi
vidual's natural rights, and perver
sive of the sphere of the State I'he
proposals of the Socialists, said Pope
Leo, are harmful to the laborer, inas
much as they would deprive him of
the opportunity to invest his savings
in wand for the increase of his
resources and the betterment of his
condition in life. They violate natural
justice, since they would pre
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now reached in the deliberations of
| the Irish Convention, |

A lessextensive modifieation seems | Hven if we could bring ourselves " For agrecement we would be all SN

to bave taken place during the last | to put up with a regime of industrial | ready to make any reasonable sacri About gix hundred miles off the
twenty-five years in the Socialist pro- | and social servitude we cannot wel- | fice that would be consistent with | CO88t of Florida are the Bahama
posals concerning capital. The suth. | come a gystem that would inevitubly | true self government. We need Islands. The Church there is under
oritative spokesmen of the party to- | lead to industrial and social bank- | every Irishman, we need the hearty ‘ “,"‘ jurisdiction of the Archbishop of
day would permit an individual to | ruptecy. When we turn from indivi- | co-operation of every Irishman if we \f' w York. They have two churches,
own those tools and machines that | dual to social consideration, we find | are to succeed in building up = St. Francis Xavier's and St. Saviour's,
he could operate by himself, or with | that a Socialist organization of in. | happy, prosperous, self-reliant na- | ¥ hich is a chapel.

the assistance of one or two|dustry would, as Pope Leo said, end | tion; and if our Unionist fellow A conversion which attracted wide
other workers. Apparently they|in universal " misery and degrada- | countrymen will only join us in | attention that of Mrs. Nina Floyd
would not prevent the owner | tion, It would not work, for the | making what is surely not an unna- | Croaby 1tis, who was received by
ship and management of some | simple reason that it could not com- | tural elaim, the claim that they and Msgr. M. J. Lavelle, rector of the
of the larger productive establish- | mand the motives that are required | we together should be left to man- | Cathedralin New York City., Mre.Eutis
ments by the workers themselves or for eflicient and sufficient production 1ge our own affairs in our own way | was the widow of James Biddle Eutis,
ganized in co-operating associations ‘ The salaried directors of industry |in our own country, then I think

Making due allowances for all | would not have the indispensable in

these mitigations of the ancient rigor | centive that ie to-day provided by
of Socialist doctrine, we still find the | the prospect of indefinite gain. Even

scheme liable to substantially all the
objections brought against it by Pope |
Leo XIII. Socialism still contem
plates government ownership 1d
management of all land used for com

if they had the incentive, they would
lack
would be dependent upon the masses
who worked under their direction.
They would not endanger their place

mercial and industrial purposes, of | of authority by reprimanding or dis
all mines, of all but the smallest | charging men who refused to do a
| farms, and of substantially all but | normal day's work. That the major
the very small artificial instruments | ity would shirk, would work only as
of production and distribution. And | much and as long as they liked, is as

it still calls for the abolition of all | certain as the certainty that the
rent and interest of all incomes de- | majority of industrial tasks will
rived merely from the possession of | remain forever inherently unpleas
property ant., The average man will work
PAUPRERI JON O B 1 wuar, | hard at them only when compelled
by sheer necessity, such as the fear
['herefore, the worker would not be | of losing his job. Make the workers
permitted to become the owner of | maste of the industrial establish
anything from which he could derive | ment, and this fear would be ended.
an income when he became disabled. | Ther the only possible outcome
‘Hw could not put his money into | would be an immense reduction in
savings banks stocks, nor bonds, | the social product, with the resultant
nor other kind of interest-bear universal isery and degradat
ich as only a
the workers "y AN !
ed on the smal naive expect Social
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lence I 1 £ If-reli assumptionthat the ialist mechan
e € self r . 1 ec ism ould effect « evolutionary
power which ot come only from | transformation in human motives
property and inclinations, and convert men at
[t is true venue-bearing | one stroke from egoists into altruists
proper is \dispensable | indicates that the Socialist believers
means to adequate provision for the | are in the habit of ng their emo
future of the worker and his family. | tions instead of their intellects fo:
A system of State insur y might, | the business of thinking, and are un
in theory at least, be a satisfactory bl ) distinguish between aspir
substitute ; that i far as con. | tions and facts. They ask us to ac
cerns the things that can be bought | cépt hope and prophecy in place of
with money. But no system of in. | the uncomfortable conclusions of
surance, nor any scale of wages hi Y

psychic So far as the economic proposals of
Socialism are

provide with those
goods which are an integral element

a4 man

concerned, the c

on

of normal life and which are only | demnation pronounced by Pope Leo
second in importance to food, cloth- | M1I. and Pope Piue X. remains in

3 1 11 % . 1 th . ' r 3
ing and shelter® Under Socialism | full r, and the reasons for th
the worker would be directly and | condemnation are still substantially

applicable and ¢

1clusive. In the

constantly dependent upon the State,

from the cradle to the grave. All | Dext article we shall consider Soc
his life he would be merely a hired | 18m In 1 moral and religious as
man., He could become contented | Pects.—N. Y. Evening Mail.
with this degenerate status only P
after he had lost all of that initia
tive, that self-respect and that ambi BISHOPS OF IRELAND
tion which are essential to an effici -
¥ and-Worthy unnieg LENTEN PASTORALS TOUCH

MG Y jority of the | N POLITICAL CONDITIONS
worgers are aeprived ot
any solid hope of becoming propert; So far as they have yet reached us
owners is to miss the point of the | the Pastorals of the Irish Bishops
issue entirely. Thi vd condition is | speak with one voice upon the needs
no necessary part of the present | of their sorely-tried country. The
svsten Not tl abolition but the | pronouncements are such as may
reformation of the existing give us good can for hope, d
and industrial der is the pr countenancing, as they do, sectional
and We shal particulari and revolutionary

eT: in a activity on one side or the other
rtic of politice. We leave some of the

- typical utterances to speak for them
WORKER'S LIBERTY INVAD} \
S8iVes

The liberty and opportunity of the Cardinal Logue writes as follows :
worker would | further diminished A imber of intelligent, experi-
by his inability to control the most | enced, and patriotic Irishmen have
important details of his own life. | been brought together to consider
Under Socialism the State would be | her needs, and devise a constitution

the only buy
seller of

of labor and the only | which would bring peace, put an end

goods. No matter what the | to old jealousies and divisions, en
provocation, the worker would have | abling all Irishmen to unite in pro
no choice of nployers. He must | moting the best interests of their
work for the State or starve Like on country Hitherto, as far
wise he must buy the n saries | a8 we know, there has been no decis
and comforts of fe from the State on ; though parties have found
and be content th what the tate 1an 1 nts of agreem Qi
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other workers inhu ly low. 1 anxiety, | because of the restle
deed. there is no practical limit to | and nervous condition of the coun
conomic oppression that a | try, and because of the critical stage
|

the power; for their positions

who for yer d the United
States government in France.

represent

they will flnd that we are prepared
to meet them in no spirit of envy or
| intolerance, but with the feelings of

John F. Nugent of Boise was recent

v & 2 A 3 a1 #
brothers too long separated from |7 app vinted United States B€ nator
them, and in the sacred spirit of one by Governor Alexander to fill the

aca 4 »d by the de Se
common patriotism. vacancy caused by the death of Sena

tor Brady The appointment will
NO REVOLUTION TOLERATED hold until a successor is named in
More than one of the Bishops is | November. Mr. Nugent is a Cath
emphatic upon the impossibility of | i€
the revolutionary tactics being News has reached the African Mis
countenanced by the Church. The | gion Seminary, Cork, Ireland, that the
SFads Wmoo. " 2
Most Rev. Dr. Hoare, Bishop of| Holy Father on the recommedation
Ardagh and Clonmacnoise, dealing | of the Sacred Congregation of the
with the same subject, says Propaganda, has appointed the ex-
[ feel it my duty to warn priest | President of the Seminary, Very Rev.
and people against revolutionary so- | Father Broderick, S. M. A.. Prefect
cieties. The Church has never | Apostolic of Western Nigeria. The
ceased to condemn them. There are | new Prefect is a Kerry man, thirty-
conditions, we are told, which some- | five vears of age.
times make revolution iawful., But
Mrs. James B. Orman, wife fc
if there are, there is not one of them Mrs. James B. R "‘ ("f for
I r Orman of Colora
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hegitate to v that all those WAaE receivec rlh‘ the Catholic
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A onry chiefs do n eed themselves
With regard to publ matters we | but the War is breaking department
have little to add to the advice al- | precedents is pointed out that
ready given. In our offici: pro- | the reappointment of Rear Imiral
nouncements we speak as becomes | Griffin is a high commendation of
those responsible y God for the | his efficie He was born in Vir-
rvigion of your souls As your | ginia on September 27, 1858, and has
pastors, we have admonished you to | been in the service since October 1,
shun any course of action that con- | 1874, He is a Catholic.
flicts with the principles of sound \ ) ‘n I
‘ I " I'he Knights of Columbus are stead-
morality or with the teaching of the | ., & avank
“ > . . | ily pushing their great work in the
Church A line of conduct that : + . %] .
i - interests of our soldiers and sailors,
does not meet with the approval of : 1 " :
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long and patient labor of so many | of State n selecting the diplomatic
of good l it ut ' their | documents to be included in the Vati
may end in a ymplete and | can White Book [he e of publi
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