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resulted from the August fighting, “The
inference,” says one observer, “must be
that the August reports include many
July casuaities and that the September
remorts of 116,549 and Oelober of 108,-
%86 {(making a totai for four months of
$15424), undoubtedly -contain figures
rightfully belonging to the. preceding
mpuths respectively, This makes the
downward tendency all the more signifi<
cant.”

One thing the British losses show:
Creat Britain is pot’ “iying back and
letting the French do the fighting, ‘in
order that France may exhaust herself
in the war and cease to’'be 2 vival of
England.” Such a hideons suggestion, of
rourse, has never been taken seriously
by the people of France, and was only
made by the enemy in the hope of caus-
ing friction between the Allies. ‘The
Uctober casualty list shows -that -the
British have borne the brunt of the new
operations; for the French losses in the
same offen.ive were not more than-250,-
200. As a writer in the Boston Tran-
seript sald recently: “The world must
British nation - with entire
readiness o make the utmost offering
of blood and treasure which the neces-
sity of victory exacts.”

The British did not have a big army
in action until the comparatively recent
months. That is to be kept in mind in
rending these eotuparizons, made by the
war editor of tlie New York Tribune,
M= Smonde: o

The losses of the Germans in thé first
{our months of severe fighting, Septem-
¢r, October, November and December,
4, were 842,400, ag shown by the of-
Geial Germam lists. As  the British
‘osses at the Somme in the four months
veriod of July, August, September and
October, 1916, ‘were only 418,000, it is
clear that they canmot ba excessive.

This corapariséh ean be evern more
clearly shown by putting the loises in
tables. Thus:

German Logscs 1014

ML, f2EVISONE WOGEYSIS UL LWIC WCnius
of the Allics is striking. As he says, it
shows the ost amaging resuiis, For|
Jnstance, how many people in Canada
realized that just prior to the war the
British people had invested outside of
the United Kingdom more than $20,000,-
000,0007 At that time the total  Ameri-
can investments in outside property did
not hggregate - $250,000,000. This, of
course, is explained by the fact that
owing to Great Britain’s limited area and |
the pature of her developurent; her peo- !
ple were compelled to seek investments
in other countries; but that does not alter
the significgnce of the situation.- And
it leads Mr. Davison to say that if the
industrial prosperity which the United
States now enjoys in great; measute, is;E
to be continued, Américan investors, !
bankers, and the public generally, must |
take o broad, intelligent view of the
opportunity which has been opened up:
by the war, He assures his countrymen
that they need have no fear of Geérmany
winning the war, and adds:

“When I visited Great . Britain and
France about & year ago, there was no
question in the minds of the people as to
their ultimate success; now their attitude
is-not alone oue of confidence, but also
one of deep satisfaction in' having at
last found themselves as to maunitions,
organiration and men all showing the
flnest spirit imaginable throughout the
entire line,. The best proofs of this are
their ‘achievements since July 1. It is
interesting . to note that however per-
feetly equipped they may be, and how-
ever successful their -offengive has been,
there-iz -every ‘evidence that  the" Allies;
co~operating and harmoniring as one na-
tion, apparently haye no idea of abating
in the slightest degree their purpose of
providing for all possible future needs.’”

Mr. Davison’s opinions, baséd on first-
hand information, should ¢léar up- certain I
persistent misconceptions with respect. to!
the finnncial standing of the principal |
members of the Entente, ' Discriminating
Americahs who have no pro-German
feeling, are likely to accept His view that
the Ananciul soundness of Great Britain
and France is not to be questioned, and
that the pcople of the United States are
making no mistake “in ' acquiring a
security as suve to be paid as any known
in the world™

IMPROVEMENT NEEDED.

415,000
For the first four wmonths of active
fighting the Gcrman loss was at the rate
of 210,000. The British menthly -ate
for the Sovune bas been 104,000. Tu the
first five wonths of the ‘war German
easuelties amounted to 1,005,000, as
shown by the German lists. - Up-to date
the Britizh totu! loss has been IQHB,OOO.
Thus Germany losi in five monthé ale
most a8 many men ar Great Britain has
iost in twenty seven,
“Despite the words of Hindenburg,”
3ys Mr. Simonds, “Frefich man-power
=xhnusted, and Joffee the other

day ed thet the French had more
troops in Jine than in the early months
W othe war,  But  Freach man-power

-One of the most fmportant problems
for after-war consideration in this coun- |
try & thesimprovemerit in ferming con-|
|Qitionts. 'With high prices and an ever!
‘tincreas!ng demand for his prodace, the
farmer of today is by no means an ob-1
Ject of pity, but there ought to be much
more to life on the farm than the aver
age Canadian farmer enjoys, It is. the
government’s duty to see that a marked!
fmprovement in social conditions in rural
communities is brought about.

Hon. Sydney Fisher told a Montreal
audience a few, days ago that “the need
ifur greater agricultural production and!
{the appreach of the time when tens of i
'thoussnds of Canadian enlilors will n'-‘!

aunut aw nere 8L Cthat Tenmark and
Ireland  have doné in agriculture.

‘A SIGNIFICANT ADMISSION,

\;«'hen Field Marshal Von Hindenburg
told a correspondent that the German
front in the west stands solid as & rock,
so that “if our enemies, by gigantic use
of artillery, here and there gain a little'
terrain, they shall never break through,”

he made the significant admission that
Germary is in a defensive position only,
His statement is a confession that the
Huns are facing a gigantic array of big
guns whith thelr line “here and there®
cannot withstand. It wonld take thirty
years, Von' Hindenburg = “thinks”-—or
rather, says he thinké—for the Anglo-
French armiés to break -throughi ‘In
other words, he admits' that ‘his lines
eould be shattered in that time—a thing
the German Ugneral Staff declared early
inthe war no enemy was powerfol
enbugh fo do.  And Von Hiddenburg
conld not deny that the Entente Allies
are in a better position ta wage -« thirty
yeéars’ war, if that be nccessary, than
aré the Hums. & conelisive answer to
Von' Hindenburg, however, ‘appears in
the nwws despatehes this morning in the
form of ‘an Interview with Major-Gen-
ergl ¥, B Manvice, chief director of mili-
tary operstions at the British war office.
General Manrice points out that the Al-
lied strength is constantly growing, the
German  strength constanfly  declining,
and that the effect of the Allied offen-
sive is curaulative.

But the’ German Field Marshal was
not sincere when he intimated that Ger-
many couid hold out for so long. When
he says thirty years he must He undes-
stood ss meaning three or two. The
German people cogld. not stand the
strain. - As one observer paints sut, “no
nation can fight thirty years on a diet
‘of sawilust. If the war settles down to
a question of mere enilurance-and that
is What Hindenburg tonfesses it is on
the western front—Germany is doomed.”
To begin with, the Allies; since their
great’ offensive wos started on July 1,
haye gained more than “a Jittle terrain
bere and there” They - bave pudhed

or later, the German people are going
to have a rude awakening. Morcover,
politics in the German empire threaten
to become exceéedingly bitter and ex-
plosive. In the meantime, the General
Staff is doing its best, by misrepresent-
ation and loud’' talking, to raise the
spirit of the nation end give heart to
the army at the front. .

PRICE REGULATION. . 2
“There is no reason why the
ment should be timid about re
says the Toronto Star. 3
terferes with the working of \the I
supply and demand by taxing im
food, and thus discouraging impor
it can inferfere when the effect of its
interference 1s te make food scarcer and
dearer, it.can interfere for the purpose
of diminishing these evils. At present
it is trifling with the question. Its pro-
posal that the matter be investigated by
muynicipal councils is farcical, The rem-
edy can be applied by the Dominion
government and - Parliament, and by no
other body” 4
The roar of protest sct-up by pro-
tectionists when government intervention
is. proposed In‘'the matter of prices of

necessities, s, from that quarter, most
illogical. - The gjvernment, in this free
country, is‘suppnjed to he an instrument
set up by the people to carey out their
wishes, to guard the interests of all, so
far as may he, to avoid, above all things,
the use of powst| to beneht the few a:
the "expense of ihe general population,
No government ¢in weli decline to regu-
late: prices in wa) time If the need for

domestie cu:!d&tllﬁs produced by the wnr
Justify government intervention, no mat-
ter what tariff plinciples the government
may profess. Itis true that price regula-
tior might be .wkward for a liruited
number of Canadiane, But the lack of
price regulation is exceedingly swkward
for the great niags of Cenadians, ‘The
government shoyld: regard first the good
of the great circkg that of the Bttls drcle
iz sccondary. |

Clearly, price listurbance due to the
pwar i much jutelsifitd by the action of
the govemnruent, In time of peage, in
creating . artificls| prices in the home
markst by impoling prohibitive import
duties mot, only b foreigh goods bud, in

forward on the Somme over a depth of {no small mwasun, upon those of British

five to six miles; and if, as the Gérmans

say, there still eéxists a belt of foruyyi
{ able defense works at least eight piles

wide behind the present front, cofpric-
ing s many as sixty pesti®l trénches
backed by fortificatioB, there is no
reason to (oubt thebthe Allles cah, in
time, blast thelr'yay through. One
critic, who! polits out that the Allies
arg heeom!lg}bgn powerful as Ger-
many's ntré’gu{ declines, says:

“To be fire, while the Allies are en-
saged b&mn?ﬂe ‘Droblenn of this igh-
milg, bel¥ of German defences, and, for
the sakesf argument, are moving for-
ward at gomething like the' rate they
have mantained on the 'Somme, new
systems W« trenches and fortifications
would ‘be ‘epine up behind the Germin

§

origin rs0. -Sines there was interference

prthe natueal lawe of trade through
the tariff bofare the was wnd since it
«i'»il continues, the government’s re-
luttance b0 vepulaie prices must be
‘thought due to its tender regard for the
irfterests. :

Worse yet, the goverument of the day,
Jullging by revent speeches of the Hon,
George: Bulas' Ioster, fs prepariag to
plfg the tadil screw unother sharp turn
ufter the war,” which would thean fusther
interference avith the normat course of
trade.  Mr.Eoster regaids the exchange
of = goads Hetween  Canada and . other
countrits as an evil. Othierwise he would
not: . Wi mpose a  fine upon the
traders™ If he nerely wanted revenue, he

"| cover of the war by increasing the duties

fn.&uttm avises. | It has .arisen. . The.

uonst, not hmperial.” He §s
in seeson and out,

commitied,
to clags legisletion
and the perpeiuntion of speeial privilege,

The new protectionist argument-—al~
ready appearing in <cme quarters—is
that we ought to inerease our tariff
jagainst the United States to punish
{them for not joining us against Ger-
many, . If that would punish them, the
plan might be debatable. It would cer-
taiifly be punishing ourselves. The pro-
tectionists of Canada won a vietory under

against British and American goods—as
a special war measure.  One would have
supposed the British at least would haye
been spared that in the howr of their
greatest trigl.  Prices in the home market
went up by the amount of the duty.
Now it is proposed, so soon as the stage
can be set, to “protect Canada and pun-
ish the foreigner” by loading further
tariff taxes upon the Canadian people.
The consumers, with the lesson of Ppresent
prices before them, thay be quicker to
recognize the commoner protectionist
fallagies than they were in 1911, The
British Empire may well employ any and
every weapon, along with its Allies, in
limiting the scope of Germany’s commer-
cial sctivites after the war. . But that
{need not, and should not, be linked up
| with » surfendet to the protectionists.’|
| Germanly and “its partners are beyond |
the pale,. That will” be understood.
While the anti-German trade policy is |
being worked out. protectionists here and |
elzewhere in the British Bmpire will be |
making " stron; and Spefions bid for 4
néw hold upon the home market. And

never in our listory was. there ao munh;
preducts, ‘ i

No matter what our tariff principles
may be, if Great Britain thinke it wise,
and effective, to join in an economic wur]

upon Germany aftér peace comes, the |

need as now for frec {rede in natural |,
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Found Apt Scholars,
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