. ‘Impottant ‘Nof . T€
mbuintbypastaMor&aor
%w and addressed t oThe
xnthblialnngCom

rrespondence
‘he Ed!tor ‘of The Tel
“All letters sent to

Tdenapb and inténded for pu!
should contain stamps if return of manu-
script. is desired in case it is’
lished. ' Otherwise, mjectgd letters are
. destroyed.

ke&dtbemuuzw_g
Nuyolem oramo&ﬂctﬁmrofﬂundj ;

theguneinhlsmm Hevwr!teu
“The most ex

udd:esud to|
o be ohn.

arrangbd by Colonel J. B. M. Bttter to

-mmmlatmuamem
2 hﬂve bnndh,s dndngtheseuﬁeﬂm

point- in.the f not

whoummssthatthmghmw'

understand his ~(Napoleon’s) —method,
andiﬁsndvanta;esmude&rpa dﬂr

spbﬁmolgenlmthatum

hix g mmmwmmm&m
pmvinee. mﬂmaudspdddm%..

h General Staff, a Wn Gﬂbett.
W hit on the true sduﬁon of the
gut problem, Ol'ld ;
was mﬂdtr itself. Hupohonm
founammﬂtmmmm &
great converging movement to t%pl—
fect the day after fomorrow, at 8 p
on which the enemy " Was sta
58& for the said enemy ‘might excrcise

independent volition mﬂ‘
nwf?, right or left, uhepl«sﬂﬁ{
on!yvsytomkesnreotﬂndﬁc,
whm or where' yo’n wanted Mm wnto

ing forée had to be trusted to gaintime
" by retreating (losing men, of wugsg,dl
' the way), and this is just m “the|
Germans believed to be impossible. But |-
~ when the French reviewed their' mis-
fortunes of 1870, by the light of this
newlly-dimveted docmne, ‘they econclud-
ed that whatever might- be the lme with
the German troops, their men m then
had ‘been quite equal to ﬁ;ﬁm‘ An re-
treat had their Jeaders on!y known how
to profit by the timfe they would have
gnlned and had called upon them for

the effort.
“qu, thig is the sysﬁem upon wluch
Joﬂ’m is Working, and” with tbe

contml. Stepbystephehasboenpur-
chasing time to compléte the equipment
ofhisam, to allow  our  rein-.
forcements to ve, holding ihe enemy
alltheumeinsnchavicet}mthem
beinreol ﬁnﬂummmum

; apeﬁqtofhism&dce,tmﬂlemp-
~ ture of his great defensive mh is. cer-
taln

| “From day to day Geneml Jo!repm—
lonpthetendon,nntnnowathst the
! Germans, !ndeswrofsetﬂns ~away’
fmmlﬂsgﬂpmdmuncqmlm

mwmmhm@m
the great masses of the Allies are gath-
emd, Themisnoeerbdntymdmm—

officers quoted by the ‘Mnﬁn‘ ue com- |
pletely ‘Justified in saying that Joffre ]
" can defeat them whep and where he
pleuesmmntslthworthhuwhﬂe
to do so”

DR. PUGSLEY AND S'!'. J‘OHN

The Stabdard is having further difi-
culty with Dr. Pugsley. It no longer
thmbens him with ameneulaeeﬂnn. A
weels or two ago the Conservative jour-
‘nal kept warning, Dr. Pugsley thgt -
less he abandoned his ' criticism of cer-
uln acts and ‘policies of the: mmmt.
the Standard would pull down the pil-
lars of the temple by going to ‘the coun-
try.  Evidently it has been ‘discovered
thuttbuteockwmnotﬁght. The Con-
servative organ now contents. il:self with
predicting the defeat of Dr.'; Pugsley
when ‘the elections shall corie on inthe
regular course. It will be sufficient to

cross that bridge when, we come to it.
'\ Hon. Mr. Hazen’s course in rejecting
the Cammel, Laird & Co tender, which
would have ensured the bnﬂding of the
vessels of the Canadian squadron at
this port, is a subject which the Stand-
ard findg incressingly awkward, It argnes
. that while Dr.’ Pupsley may hdve in-
tended to have the ships built here, Sif
Wilfrid Laurier was in favor of hav-
. ing them built in Montreal. Tt will oe-

| fine oham to aisun;ui:h» Mmael!

ve | strong enough tonpniveuum Flem-
¢ u&hwy

| the

i

’itwmbeespectedtoﬂnwtheopem-

‘a business man inquiring into an irregu-|

| in civil and“’mmury circles uuhéduﬂng

'sﬁrﬂngﬁul.ud there is no
bythe(‘nnuruuvehumdbehu‘t

D0
sengmrd

simple
exemsa he might commlnﬁm them to
bring in the author of the Foxuhom
Bﬁ: *dull or al;tc. :

INVES’I’IGATIONS.
Thg Clarke-Baxter government is
about ‘to begin - an investigation of its
own' depattmmts, and has' appointed Mr.
W. B. Cluadhx- K .C; of Moncton, for|
that pm l;;. Ch‘nndler ‘béars a
good reputation as an mvestfgator and
if he is given a free hand he no doubt
will be able to tell the pvemmt and
the public in what condiﬁon vtﬁmu pro-
vincial depar{mmtamfmd. FiE
The public nn@mstanph thatthxs busi-
neuotinvutip.ﬂonwnutontwthy
a lctmifrom Hon. John Morrissey,
Minister ‘of Wm‘ks,tn Premicr Clarke,
demanding an ' inguiry into his own
department, Charges a"oinst Kr. Mor«
rissey’s department; or retbcﬂons upon
1, have come to some extent from both!
gides ofpol(tid, but ciﬂ’ﬂy pﬁﬁipﬁhom
the government. side. *There has been
| considerable:public comment with respect
to the tonduct of other Wt«.
Presumably Premier Clarke proposes to
find out bow matters really stand. If
that ‘be the case he will, no doubt, pro-
vide the machinery for & thorough in-
vuﬂga!nn ‘of ‘all "departments under
suspicion; If he Aoes 80 he will-have to
arrange for the attendance of witnesses
from dlovntheproﬁna,tomrwith
payment of the necessary expenses. It
is unl!kc!y that any pﬂm individual

£

likely that, as the government is gvlng
to investigate ftself, or its departments,

tion,.
The Telegraph ra;mbnshed yesterday

‘ mmwdkommﬂumuﬁmmope

ufemb&emantnsndingbom
pmﬂdadfortheCmudhnnomeu. I

may be: wn to commend to m
Clarke certain mhl’lmm that edi-
torial, The Btar said.inw: T

coloit ot law, Itds Mt :

l;é‘lngctedb the
] Y
courts of the coun-|

minister justice but to uneom the mﬂ;.
8o it is simply ridiculous for it to pretend
f‘z be bg;;’d fzy ti'xlewﬂmd hws of evi~

nce. w TID proper safeguards
of ‘the liberties of the subject’ when
that ‘subjeet’ is on trial before a court.
“It is pnciady the difference between

lsrity xnhisownoﬁce nndeudgctry—
:’1‘; k‘s ::s:. The - b bs ‘man, who
n as bem ‘bled’ an e

or cheated by y mployg
bother with rules ot evl&ancq

information wherever he pi;
does - not  care whethe court
permit him to ask (}uesﬂo

fashion he 1i goes ahead an

r Thepeoplebfﬂewnmnswﬁ:kwm,'
nodoubtmdwitli;mmmthe
not pub- | Standard’s - acco\mt of the preenqliona

doubt: that in the field of effort described| th

,needpdhoxﬂcr toaupply the mmfme-
1
mneu.

i “nw : "
ﬂﬁ&ﬁd of ,B:e’ mm mentioned by
the Stsuda.ﬁ Colonel Baxter might

- Russia dnd France; tend to emphutnc

- | vislon,. lun_ywhoumeaﬂer /them
8
6 i Ithtlmemwtbyhndxuhnm

'tinssbouttbeuﬂinﬂnremnlymd

of wars and emmenden, the

-fiiimmmi;mo: Compimons 4
in the direct| ioreq that war with Germany -

men available in that &auntry !or mili-

divides tlwmint&ﬂvedm Class L
indpdea‘all nnmarﬁa(motdghtdea

ww,; m«ny or

Cessnae -v‘i'

seusw

e 836,

lAthbe!r _father daxiul”
; thed;n}adtheexlstmceofcn

shoilla Bave, #nthe Asme ‘class; about
750,000, and _the Maritime ‘Provinces

alone
mﬁ:ﬁh senids mmm ﬁéwe
of war probably anoﬂ:ct 100,000 wm be

‘necessary by cunalﬁeg and

7 g i l " i 5 § .' '"' et
wmxw.ys, the ’ humiu, and the
ﬁghm pﬁnr of the Empire, nnd of}

the' uybri&r position  ocenpied by the
Amumawudexhuwtion. The men
and the money are on our side, togeﬂhr
witbau(epupdndcumin mpoye;.
Another unavoidable = lesson - M'ﬂp
‘fgures is that 'Canada ‘has not oyet:
furnished, or prepared to !umish, as
mmuitaMmumym
as it can through thecﬂhpk process of
calling for volmteu'!- N

The, new ‘boundaries of St. John for
town-phnn!ngyuyposel
would ;lve St. John plenty of space .in
which to grow, and would mean that
growth, when it'comes, wodd be health-
ful and symmetrical : (

St John people in all”walks of ‘life
would do well to give this movement
their attention, which will: mean their
support, A city, like' a man, does not
live by bread alone if it is to live its
life well. We are folk of an exceeding-

lytothepmﬂﬁtofmomorwmn
vmbny,an&when other matters are
brought forward too ‘many of us are
Mbuy,m-tothlnk,tbstwcm
:u!ldqaﬂyqoccup!edwlthm"enuol
thadny-—thebmdn,udbmrmﬂen-
to give ear and effort in new directions.
Often we are wrong in taking that po-
sition. Mucbthatjsworﬁxwhﬂe,mnch
m“ &uur@er
cressed by the ynrd or sold b‘ygé
‘pound,”

Had town-planning on the right scale/
been: adopted in St. John, ffty or even
100 years ago, the city today would be]
ofthemtbeuuﬁfulonthemﬁ—
nent. As it 15, we owe much to the
fathers who laid out a few broad st{eeto
and & few beanty spots and bresthing
places. who did so were men of
fbllovnpthc;oodm
umontlyingmy,mdw
respectfoaucbteuitoryuwmone&wy
bebmgﬂtwimn‘the ‘eity’s extending |
lines. . Theldcalo!thosewtomut-

enough, and nns&ﬂsh and publ!&cyix!ﬁed
enough, to command general suppoﬁ.

VoA ’I'ENIP’I‘ING WEAPON.

Mostbutmt%!lofthewﬁdvotdup!
the unhappy Standard are as water spilt
onthegreuné .which cannot be gathered
up again, - Appumﬂynl-nnmmamor
its own «declared position on the subject

cur tu’ discriminating Standérd ‘readers
that as Sir Wiifrid" Laurier and' Dr,

might not the written

Wﬁlrﬂ-
a suborddnate to be read in court—he

them, ¥t fs mtbinstphimtlmt %WM"“-W‘ They did 50, an

"'whtwum-epau ons in all their mag-

Commonwealth of Australia has mnﬂ&eu‘ydnnofﬂvarmumw&ﬂ
‘public: figures showing the mumber of

hryaervlce under the Defence Act. He

g Standﬂéilequnny guﬂty,for,uittold
; _‘ | us in Decembér last the wu"mﬁpﬂ
with.)ﬂaunamhﬁcﬂght."md“up

s phofthemplrenmyly muldnot,oon-
§ ee}yeitm o
'ffxthumrdammmutome
g e ‘of the Liberals whotn it foolishly

"mdinihemﬁmhneemmthatm

_nearly. 100,000, If the whole Do-{of Dr. Clark:thst ancient and. famous

M for the mmﬁﬂf‘by ‘the Standard editorial ‘from which
mdntdnhcd:e Md force at. mpﬂﬁn-l

farms; but stutistim measuring the real q !

{ditures for

as how proposed |

ly practical generation, given over large-|

nitude were being arranged there, the

(“all” would seem to include the Stand-
ard as well as ‘Dr. Michael Clark and
‘Mr. Lemieux) as a thief in the night.”

“As a thief“in the night”. not._ only
discloses some blblical knowledge on the

all 'm'mﬂu"mu Libmu who did
not' faresee, or ‘éxpect the present great

'I‘he&twd} ard reten to Dr. Michael
Clark as “an anﬂ-Brltish Grit,” and ‘in
the next sentence says: - “Today Dr.
/Clark’s sons are fighting in Europe,
| helping to ‘meéet the emergency which

em I!&atwerenCﬁmethe

to the very last day when this ferrible
wubegm,thevutmdod&ofthepoo-

The Stan seams not-to realjze that

y,? ‘which are substantially

assatls. When it childishly guestions the
1°Ydtyufam]hnr. nmmcwk,

o!hissonshnemtvthe

itntbertempthdyplm ﬂﬂn!line,

within- reach

weapon with vhiuh Samson is reputed to
have wrought }puch havoe in, the ranks
of the thsijm at Lehi, Well might
Dr.. Clark ‘or. Mr. Lemieux, confronted

we mgqnoted“be tempted to, exclaim
“Is this a jaw—honc I Eeg ‘before e, the

. the newary yar meas-
ures ‘of the p‘urnment"’

'Have the Liberals in the House of
Gomom objected to any “necessary
war feasures of the government?” - The
meoﬂls of the’ Hon.se of Commons show
that they, hu\u not. The Liberals, act-
Ing clearly ‘Within' their rights and duties
ag’ representatives ‘of ‘the -people; have
asked for information regarding certain
expenditures of the people, have asked
for informa ;egndm. certain expen-
Wﬂ; snd all that in-

‘been. forthcoming. In
ithe lm have very

n'those who import Brit-
1sh goods, and that the increase in the
general t&riﬂ' introduced under the' plea |
that move. mfenue is necessary, will in
muy».jnstanqu result in no revenue but
| will certainly emhance the cost of goods

of the tariff ‘increase.

“necesury ‘War measures;”
'been ‘o . such . Liberal objection. 1
after Mr. Borden came into power !m

crease. in the ‘British preference would

for their money back. The Liberals had|
so arranged the tariff “that it provided
a surplus of 1 fevenue over Qtdlﬂlry jex=
peudﬁme. “The Conuumg(e “govern-
ment, whicbwu under pledge to repay
the interests for their camnaign con-
tributions aiid exertions, deliberately be-

dinary revenue, and continued this in-
crease in the face of decreasing imports |
for the express purpose of creating a|

raised that mote revenue must be..
and that it could only be had through’a
‘heavier tariff,

penses. - Far ‘from  objecting ' to- ‘this.
course, the Liberals in the Homeé!
Comméns have taken the position- that |
Canada’ must provide promptly and Iib=
erdlyforznneemmywuexmnw
untxl vicboryhﬂsmwnedthpmqg

1 Brunswick, Mr. Pinder has been chair-
;| man_of the public accounts committee.

: svnﬁnéda.t%lspoltuheqaotthemolt
: tmpomnt ‘committee—the .one that is
to stand between . politicians,

The  Standatd

|'mier, and Mr. Pinder,, .« &

on| new tariff is one . of the best he ever

to thie onsumer by at least the amount | #8r8,
If an election comes it wxllbebeclnlc :
of Eiberal eriticism of the new tariff,| the
‘and not because of Liberal objection to |t
there lus‘-
was warned ?rthe interests that no in-|’ :
be permitted, and he  was ‘lmpouund 5
nmin nhd qﬁn to raise the m«dhﬂl .0
pdgnuxoumd -who were’ chnwo' rinkA
‘vantage over a British naval 12-inch.

gan to incréase the expendimres on or-|
condition upder which a ¢ry would hﬁ ells, ri

‘Canada is to borrow, and has bem:l'wmty—nine sh‘otg ,gme ﬂned, ‘and one
to burrow, the mofity to pay its war ex-|’

ex-| the guns of the Quesn Elisabeth could

tghen in ordet to divert.

Mr. James K. Pinder, yelept “the
‘ng ‘of the Nlckawick." léomn up be-
"fmmepmmdspeeuuﬂnmof
Mr. Premier Clarke like a: house on a
hill. . Mr. Clarke, look where he will,
cannpt but see his old friend Mr. Pin-
der. That statesman fills the foreground,
and there ig some to spare. 5

It .is not that Mr, Pinder has added
& span to his physical staturs, but that
_he! bulks large as a Problem.. - Ever
sin®® Mr. Haven became Premier of New

and ‘men behind politiclans;  and = the
treasury. Under Mr. Hueq and Mr.
Flemming “the King of the Nackawick”|
passed in committee many an ftem about
which there was scant” nation, and
he was umch criticized for doing, but

said he was an admirable chairman (as
doubtless he was from thelr viewpoint)
and he rémained.

‘Since the beginning af Mr: F]emmlng‘s
downfall Mr. Pinder hds been in violent
eomsﬁnwlthm.ﬂ F. McLeod, M.P,
‘a8 he dlready hndbeaxtnoomsion with
Hon. Mr. Morrissey qng others, Also,
there was that. investigation of the
sﬁq\mpm lwlmy. followed by the
Pringle

report.

Bw. Mr, Clarke is by way of puri-
fyiﬂt ﬂié l.hnotphere in and about his
govemmht, ‘or is said to ‘be. Is he
‘going to ednﬁnue Mr. Pinder as chair-
man of the public accounts committee,
“or er. hlin‘ therefrom? ' Either horn
of dilemma is long and gharp. To
tetain Mr.  Pinder is awkward enough,
and to throw him out is to invite con-
seguences which wear a sinister face.
Mr. Pinder knows a lot about the pres-
ent government, and he is reputed the
sort of 'man who does not gnit without
trouble. The future of “the King of
the Nackawick” ought to | be worth
watching even in war time, "By what
happens the public will judge the Pre-.

4

i

'NOTE AND Q)MMBNT
.. Sir lefnd Laurier'’s qmech ‘on the

made, - He thoroughly unmash the pro-
tectionist designs which the government
is trying to hide under the cloud 'of war.
The new tariff, as he shows, ig a sur-

render to the interests
* %

FPrederick Palmer, who rzpresents the
Associated Press at the frant, is con-
vinced that the war will be ended this
year. He has been in Germany recently,
and is now with the British army. There
ate many who agree with him, but many
who disagree. .The next three months
will make prediction a safer business

thunitisnow
* %

“The beginning of the end" is the
New York Sun’s estimate of the fore-
shadowed fall of Connhmﬂnople ,

“In’ four ‘months campaigning noth-
ing of any importance been accom-
plished by the mew ally, Worsted in|
the Caucasus, baffled in Egypt and un-
sble to hold the entrance to . the Dar-
danelles, the Turks have proved: the
T Gt 1
not
""’,‘.“uf“““u"b, the driving ot the Tunk
WO of the Tu
Greece, Rumania, Bul-

p Elizabeth,
ave a range of

Pan, A warshix iarting iy

: e and welaht ‘of metal & 14-inch
xmpp ‘would, have . distinetly the ad-

The Queen Elizabeth, however, can with
her 15’s' outrange anything the Turks
‘have in the forts. . Out of reach, tbere-
fote, she ‘bombarded Fom L by ‘in-

over the intcrnnmg;’hfgb, Jand ‘between
hez nnd,g:be ‘ort ak: -ealeulated to,
ddencu. The

rific ,fom and produced’ whgt Admiral
-Carden .of as ‘utinf results.’

; e:of Fort
L 'I'hat i wendartnl g\umery The
mﬂﬂﬂmpbﬁe&mé;hﬂg and
which they -conld ‘not see:’ The range
muthmhemnﬁwt fifteent miles. The
warships  stationed inside “the Straits
to abserve where the shells fell and give
directiansbywlrehuutohowtotnin

2 The re-|
of mbblsh

.rus:utheou"

| the extent of 100 per cent, sre fertilizers,

Premier Hazen and Premier Flemming

“ona

it | that a e was blowh up ‘before| -
tbli»y ronm!i m been fired. -

ffaﬂuzﬁs“

“It hax been pointed out in the very
‘able speech delivered by my hon. friend
the. member for Assiniboia (Mr. Tur-
iff) that n.monﬁt the many other things
in regard to which there is imposed by
this pew tariff an e of duty to
| the plant food; ‘the life of the farmers’
products.  Why is that done? Can' the
- minister ot— finance. explain ~it? Can it
be expl upon - any ‘other ground
than to avold the necessity for care, the
necessnty of going over the old tariff,
“ up"the 'different articles in re-

gard to which in Some cases the tariff
was low 'and in some cases high and in
some cases at a normal rate and ad-
Justing the rates? Is it because it was
easy simply to make an absolutely ar-
bitrary horizontal rise of 5 per cent
against  Great Britain, 7% per cent
against countries enjoying the interme-
diate tariff and 7% per ‘cent against
countries ‘enjoying the general tariff?
Under this new tariff the fertilizer of
the farmer has been taxed by an in-
crease in duty ‘to the extent of 100 per
cent against Great Britain, 75 per cent
against countries enjoying the interme-
diste tariff, md 15 per cent against coun-
zin gcncml tariff,

s Bad enough. But in case

of genother ‘most important fertilizer, ni-

tial to the people of easterm Canada,
particularly at this time when, by rea-
son of the war, the importation of pot-
ash from Germany is shut off—whereas
nitrates formerly came into Canada free
of duty, this government has imposed
upon that very important fertilizer the
high tariff of 7% per cent against the
y country in which nitrates can be
obtained. I speak now of a country in
regard to which the members of the gov-
ernment . seem ignorant, and more es-
pecially my hon. friend the minister of
marine and fisheries (Mr. Hazen)—I re-
fer to thé republic of Chile. Chile has
the only natural nitrate beds in the
world. Last year there was brought in-
to Canada from Chile sowme 45,000,000
pounds of nitrates. This was not all
used for agricultural purposes; but a
good dedl, I presume, was used for mak-
ing powder. Chile is a country with
which Canada might have a good deal
of trade; it is a country of enormous
wenlth and of vast possibilities. 1 hope
the minister of marine and fisheries will
give attention to that country, because
it especially interests his own province,
which needs this fertilizer. Last year
the export duties upon nitrates collected
by the Chilean government amounted to
about $84,000,000 in Chilean money, or
$42,000,000 in Canadian money. Under
the former tariff nitrates came in abso-
lutely free of duty, but now the minister
of finance has put upon it a duty of 7%
per cent.
“In’ view of what I have said, what
irony. it seems for\ he minister of finance
to ‘declare that by this tariff-a stimulus
will be given to agricultural productions
and to manufactures. As to manufac-
tures, I do not think there is any’ doubt,
because the very object of the tariff was.
to give increased protection to the man-
.nfacturers.  But why the minister of
"should’ veriture to say that the
new tariff would encourage the farmcrs
of this country I cannot understand, un-

“imipressed with the view which was onge
put forward by the minister of trade
‘and commerce (Sir George Foster), that
increased - taxation is the' gateway to
prosperity. Certainly, the farmers are
getting the ircreased  taxation, and on
the reasoning of the mipister of trade
and commerce, they ought to find them-
selyes at the gateway of prosperity. But
I very much doubt it.

No Excuse For It.

“There was no excuse for this in-
creased duty. For a considerable time
the watchword of this government has

ter of finance has said to the farmers:
My word to you is Production, Produc~
tion, Production.  'Therefore, when he
was considering this question of taxa-
tion, he ought to have considered how
he could make the farmer’s burden less
onerous  rather than ‘more onerous.

{Mr. Burrell) # Has he been spending his
whole time circulating about San Fran-
cisco while the tariff was being ~pre-
pared? Why is he not on hand to look
after the interests of the farmers? Or if
he is not here, where is my hon, friend
the ‘minister of marine and fisheries (Mr.
Hazen), who knows how anxious the
farmers of his own province, New
Brunswick, are to obtain- these fertilizers
at as'low a rate as possible? Surely, he
carinot be oblivious to the fact that at
the annual convention of the Farmers’
and Dairymen’s Association of New
Brunswick, held in Fredericton in''Feb-
ruary, 1918, the following resolution was
‘ananimously passed:

Whereas our farmers, in order to
extend their operations, believe that
it is necessary to use a considerable
amount of commercial fertilizer;

and, :

Wherea.s the cost of such fertil-
izers 4s so high 'that it is about im-
possible to use them with profit;

Therefore resolved, that in’ the
-opinlon of this convention of agri-

turists from every county of New

Bmﬁmrsc\:, it"is 'destrable that' our
‘government takp such steps as are
necessary to Tummish' the ' farmers
‘with the chemicals for that purpose
at first cost.
“Sir, ‘that was. an fmportant meeting,
held in the capital of the province which
my hon. friend” represents in the gov-
ernment. It was reported = in all’ the
newspapers. “Its adoption of this reso-
lution is only an evidenice of the fact
of which all of us in New Brunswick
are aware, that for a number of years
past the farmers have been of the opin-

of soda, which is absolutely essen-

less the minister of finance is becoming|

been' increased ‘production.” The minis-| - o

Where was the minister of agriculture|:

n| xodeﬂeb Bave given orders for fertil
And I am told by my hon. fruud fr

Wutmorland (Mr.

t’am i delighted
sea and whom the house genersy
s  delighted to  see, that |,
least one agricultural society in the coyp
ty of Westmorland has cancelled its ..
der for a large quantity of fertilizer },,:
it had intended to bring in, in an effo
to stimulate agricultural production i
that-county. N

“An honorable member on the
sige has said that there has been n,
complaint im regard fo this tariff ang
regard to the way our farmers are bei
treated. My information is entirely dif-
ferent. I will read a letter which ¢
phasizes what I have read as takin,
place in' other countries.  Germany for .,
considerable period has been favori;
in the righest degree the introduction {,
chemical fertilizers into that country. I,
the commonwealth of Australia, so anx
ous is the government to encourage t;,
use<of chemical fertilizers, that not onl
is no duty imposed upon them, hut
the government railways fertxlu(m are
carried absolutely free—absolutely
freight charges on fertilizers for the
of the farmers. How different is t
course, 8o far ag the treatment of
farmers is concerned, from the coursc
pursued by . this | government. I have
here a copy of a letter which was sent
to.the minister of agriculture and whic
I'will read as it brings out strongly some
of the points in favor of keeping ferti-
lizers .upon the free list.

February 19, 1915.
Honorable Martin Burrell,
Minister of Agnculture,
Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Sir,—A number of important
newspapers. published in Canada
have recently solicited advertising
from fertilizer manufacturers in the
United States on  the ground that
the dominion government had enter-
ed upon an extensive campaign to
encourage a& greater production of
the staple food crops.

We are also advised that the Cana-
dian government has increased the
duty on fertilizers by 7 1-2 per cent.
ad valorem, making a total duty of
171-2 per cent, or almost double
the. previous. rate.

In view of the increase in the tariff
which carries  the  selling price of
fertilizers to a point which will pre-
clude their sale in Canada, we have
been obliged to decline to advertise
in Canadian newspapers, and in so
doing have pointed . out that the
potutlon of the dominion government
in increasing the duty on fertilizer
seemed almost incomprehensible.

No government in the world, ex-
cept Canada, places a duty on ferti-
lizers,

Copp),  whor
to. see ip

" “Did the minister of agriculture bring
that to the notice of the minister of
finance before he framed this tariff? If
he did so, surely the minister of finance
would not place Canada in the insidi-
ous position of being the only country in
the world which by a high tariff seeks
to exclude fertilizers from the country
and to deny to the people of Canada an
opportunity of obtfaining the cheapest
possible food plant which can be pro-
cured. The letter continues:

Even the United States has always
admitted fertilizers duty free and in
the last revision of her tariff in-
cluded sulphate of ammonia, even
though it is extensively produced in
1 this country,

',' According 2o recent . réports in

Australian papers, that government,

* in order to encourage the use of fer-
tilizers, in growing wheat this year,
has offered to finance farmers in the
purchase of fertilizers at a rate of
interest not exceeding 5 1-2 per cent.

The German government has
agents in the United States author-
ized to buy large quantities of phos-
phates to be used in making fertiliz-

ers. Owing to war conditions she has
recently classified fertilizers as pre-
ferred freight and offers to furmish
'ee tarpaulins to cover shipments
in open care owing to the scarcity
of closed cars. Yet Canada, although
wishing to encourage the growth of
food crops has placed an additional
duty on f . By a strange co-
incidence she excepts insecticides
and farm implements.
“The honorable minister of finance has
strained a point. He says when you
talk about ploughs, wagons and ferti-
lizers’ being subject to the new tariff
which wé have imposed, do not forget
nicotine sulphate, which we have put on
the free list. The writer of this letter
isgmistaken in saying that “by a strange
coincidence the tariff excepts insecticides
and farm implements.” ‘The only farm
implements “which are free are steam
loughs, gasoline’ engines, and those
ﬁrger implements which are used only
by wealthy farmers. The letter pro-
ceedss

Now why should she except these,
when fertility ‘is  fundamental?

It seems to us that if Canada

wants to increase her food crops she
would remove the duty entirely on
fertili why “not How
much revenne does she derive from
the importation of fertilizers, and to
how large an extent are they pro-
duced in Canada? Not a pound of
raw mafterial except tankage and a
little fish waste is produced in Can-
ada, and only a few small concerns
employing probably less than 1,000
Jaborers, are protected by her tariff.
* We believe that if the matters
were properly presented to the farm-
ets they would not only rise up in
opposition, to any further tax on
fertility in the shape of raw or
manufactured fertilizers; but would
insist that the duty be entirely re-
moved. If, in times of war, the cabi-
net has the right to increase duties,
has it not also the right to remove
duties on necessities? ‘And certainly
fertilizers come within the class.

Free fertility in the hands of your
man in St. John who is engaged in the

ion that, in order to carry on agricul-

tore suceeufuny they must have: resert
to agricultural. fertilizers. Now, when
the farmers r?uire this fertilizer, when
they are urged from all ‘quarters
to engage in greater “production, surely
this is not the time to impose these bur-
dens upon- them, to ' put a tax ‘upon
every kind of fertilizer which they for-
‘merly got in free; both upon the manu-
factured chemical- fertilizer which comes
largely from the United States; and from
the natutal fertilizer which comes from
the grest repulﬂle ‘of Chile.
The Result of the Butden,
“What has been the result of impos-
ing these burdens? Since the resolution
was passed which I have read, and since
the farmers of New Brunswick through
their various agricultural societies were

farmers  will the most effective
tool they can use to increase the
stable crops of the dominion.

.. Yours very troly,
W:H. KER,
President Bowker Fertilizer Co.

In Bebalf of the Farmers.-

quently mﬂﬁhww ﬂlﬁxm

S

| duction of the farts to

such

“I have a similar letter from a gentle-

transportation  business. He tells me

{that on & cargo upon which under the

old tariff the duty was $650, the daty
under the new tariff will be $500 more,
almost double the duty imposed under
the previous tariff. I suppose it is to
late to appeal ta my honorable frie nd
the minister of finance and to the gov-
ernment; but I do on behalf of the farra-
ers of this country make one last appen!
before: this tariff goes into operation !
ask the minister of finance not ~n
restore fertilizer to the tariff whi e
viously existed, and,to make ':t 160
lutely free, bub to ‘take off the duty
which has been imposed upon nitrate of
sode, which was previously free, ‘hm
making the burden of the farmers in re-
spect. of the food of the plant—that
which' gives life to the plant—just as
light as possible, encouraging rather than
dncouraging him in the use of fertiliz-
ers.”

THE OFFICIAT. ANNOUNCEMENT.

London, March 10, 107 a.m—It is
officially announced that the second

-~ indueed to take hold of the mmer, these

eontingent of Canadian troops landed in
England yesterday.
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