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VACANT CHURCHES AND UNEM-
PLOYED MINISTERS
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secure that vacapt charges shall be
more speedily filled, and that the
services ‘of ministers be more fully
utilized by the church. Whether
this will prove to be a means of solving
the problem for the Presbyterians re-
mains to be seen. The Methodist ays-
tem appears {0 afford the most eflective
mesns of keeping all ministers at work
and all the fields supplied; but this
system, too, has its drawbacks jand does
not by any means in all cises give sat-
fafaction to either ministers or congre-
gations.
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THE ASSEMBLY €LOSED.

Toe Presbyterian General Assembly
of 1804 beld its closing sederunt on
Thursday sfternoon, after having been
in daily session for nine days. The
people of Bt. Jokin have certainly felt
honored and benefitted by the ,
of the assembly in their city, and the
commissioners on their part seem to

allnded to |

bave been plessed with the city and
with the trestment they have received
doringtheir s ay here. For the first half
of their stay the weather was about all
that could be desired, -ndt.he members
of the A bly luded
that anything I.hey hsd heardderogatory
to St. Jobn in this respect was to 'be
credited to the inventive malice of sn
enemy. But during the last few days
of the Assembly there was, -n.he Globe

ed that the Bapti hurches of
the Province were not more generally
disposed to co-operate with it. The
future of the Convention, he believed,
would depend very much on the course
that should be taken by it at the pre-
sent. If it were made apparent that
home mission work in the province
was being well sustained and the U. B.
Seminary delivered fromfitsdiffica’ties,
this would be a good work which would

pu‘s it, & certain sup of
misture in the atmosphere, which &
Halifax man might be apt to mistake
for fog. 1f cur guests did not dfnire
these atmospheric conditions, they bave
been too polite to say so publicly, and
probably they philcsophically conclud-
cluded that the superahundance of
moisture was no more objsctionable
thao the superabundance of heat.which
is. frequently experienced in inland
cities at this sesson of the year. Fol-
lowing the good example of the
Metbodists, & deputation of Anglizan
clergy men came on Monday to present
the greetings of the 8t. John Deanery
to the Assembly and tosay & number

¢ pleasant and polite things to and
about - their Presbytedan brethren,]
which things were said most felicitous-
ly and apparently in & very sincereand
Christisn spirit bsth through a written
address and by the spoken uttersncesjof
Revs. Mensrs. Schofield, Raymond and
DeSoyres, These advances were very
happily responded to in a formal reply,
the words of Rev, Mec. Herridge,
of Ottawas, who moved the reply, by
Principal Caven, who spoke briefly on
church union, and by the Moderator in
tendering to the delegation the thanks
and regards of the Assembly. It was
evident that the Presbyterian court was
bighly gratified to_receive the delega-
tion and the so cordial greeting from
their Anglican brethren.

After the Church of England men
had left theé platform a deputation from
the Baptist Ministers’ Conference of
8¢, John came on to present greetings
on behalf of their brethren. There was

in this case also a written address and
erial addressis by Revs.J. A, Gordon,
Dr. Carey and . Baker, wno com-
re]1 the delegation. To these ad-
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The N. B. Convention.

rordence with notice given by
MclIntyre, provisional sec-
retary of the N. B, Convention, recent-
1y incorporated by an Act of Legisla-

re, & meeting was held in Brussels
Street chutch, Bt. John, on Wednesday
ing, the h inat., for the purpose
of organizing under the Act and forthe
transaction of business

At about 8 o’clock Rev. J. H. Hughes
was called to the chair, - Hestated that
the meeting should proceed to organize
by ¢lecting officers in accordance with
the act of incorporation, whick he then
rzad: This was not the amended form
of the Act, as it passed the législature,
but i’ was stated that the affendments
were merely verbal and unimportant.
Rev. F. C. Wright was appointed
Aest. Sec. pro tem. The minutes of
the meeting of Oct. including the
constitution adopted by that meeting,
were read by Secretary Mclntyre, and
approved. The secretaries having made
out & list of delegates, it was read. The
following churches were represented :
ernacle church, 8t. John, Harvey,
1, Lake View, 20d Johnston, 20d
Spri ,,,’ d, 20d Hillsboro, Brussels
8treet, Ludlow, Norton; Jemseg, Hamp-
ton Village, 1st Cambridge, Greenwich,
Sheffield and Canning, 1st St. Martins,
Pennfield, Beaver Harbor, Newcastle,
ist Grand Lake, 2nd Grand Lake, Gib-
son, 8almon Creek, Upper Gagetown, L.
Cambridge, 2ad Cambridge,*Kars, Doak-
town, Rothesay, Benton Willow
Grove, Petitcodiac, Sixty-nine dele-
gates in all—most of whom were pres-
ent—were reported.

Oa motion of M. S. Hall, it was re-
solved to proceed to the election of
officers under the Act of incorporation.
It was moved by M. C. McDonald, M,
D., that G, G, King, Esq., of Chipman,
be president of the Connention. = Rev,
W. E. McIntyre said that the way in
which the Maritime Convention elected
its president a sore point with
many, and advised that the N. B, Con-
vention should elect its president by
ballot without ncmination. This was

e

Carl

King. Mr. King was sccordingly de-
clared elected. On taking the chair
Mr. King said there were others who

the movement which had led up to the
present organization, and were there-
fore better qualified !opr-khavcih

had given mare attention than he to | M

d the Cos tion to the sym-
pathy of the people.

Three vicepredidents were elected
as tollows: Reve. Thomas Todd,
G. M. W. Carey, D. D, and 1
B. Colwell. Rev. W. E. Mclatyre
was elected secretary, Rev. F. C.
Wright statistical secretary, J. 8. Titus
tressurer and M. C. McDonald, M. D.,

now an i d body and before it
committed itself to any course of act-
ion in reference to the Seminary, the
delegates should be informed as to its
financial condition, There might be
differences of opinion as to whether
some of the debts were just or not.
Hon. H. R. Emmerson who had be-
fore expressed his particular interest
in the Beminary said that the resol -
tion bad been offered totest the feelirg
cf the Convenﬂon in relemuce 0 lha

The
ouly that the Baptist bodies of the pro-
vince should pay their honest debts
and it surely could not be contended
that they should do less than that.
By request, Mont. McDooald,” E.q ,

made an explanation in reference o
Q.he indebtedness on account of the

suditor. The i provides
for the appointment of a Board of 21
directors, stven of whom shall retire at
the the end of one year. The directors

were then elected in sevens as follows :
lsT var:x—lh,n

: B, Cottle, G.
Brldgu

A. B. McDonald,
. Coonan, Thomas
. E, hm: .. W. Estabrooks,

1 Ex. —Thomas L. Hay, Jas. A.
Lstay,M 8. Hall, Revs, M. Gross, J. A.
Cahill, Geo. Huwnd A. F. Brown.

. Pearce, James W
Toole, (-Ilben Titus, T. W, Keimstead,
T. H. Hall, Ls Barron Godhard, Rev.
E. K Ganong.

A committee to prepare bye-laws for
the Convention and report st its next
annual meeting was appointed, consist-
ing of Revs. Thos. Todd, Dr. Carey and
WiE. Mclatyre.

Dea. N. B.Cottle said if there was to
be no other meeting of the Convention
for a year, something should be done ia
reference to Home Missions. Money
mus: be raised for this object, sincethe
churches in the province needing help
would soon be looking to the Conven-
tion for aseistance. Rev.T. Todd and
M. S. Hall supported this. Rev.J.H,
Hughes said the N. B, Convention must
either have a meeting in September to
consider this subject, or if noty must
commit the matter to the board of di-
rectors to deal with during the year.
But in any case there must be negotia-
tion with the H. M. Board of the Con-
vention of the Maritime Provinces, in
order to the transfer of the H. M.inter-
ests tothe N, B. Convention, and a com-
mittee should be appointed for that
purpose.

T. H. Hall said the Convention
should appoint a H. M. Board, and in
conneetion therewith an agency to visit
the churches and secure funds, A
scheme of life membership shounld also
be arranged which would help to aug-
ment the funds.

On motion of N. B. Coltle, it was re-

solved ‘' that the president, vice-presi-
dents and secretary be & committee to
wait on the Home Mission Board of the
Maritime Provinces st or before the
next meeting of the Maritiie Conven-
tion to settle up and take over the busi-
ness of Home Missions for this province
and to obtain from the F. M. Board the
control of the income for Home Mis
sions arising from the Bradshaw fund
and to srcange all other matters neces-
sary to the successful working of this
Convention,

Rev. Dr. Carey remarked that he had
received information from the secre-
tary of if. M. Board of the Maritime
Convention that for some years New
Brunswick had been receiving for 1.
M. work $100 to #500 annually more
than its total annual contribution to
the H. M. fands. If this were the fact,
it would be necessary for the churches
to exeri themselves to do hetter than
they had done.

A delegate asked if this were so,
would not NovaBeotia want New Brunas-
wick to refund this money?

Rev. T. Todd objscted to the denomi-
nation in N. B. being represented as a
pauper in regard to home missions, he
would like to know if the statement
quoted from the secretary of the H,. M,
Board had been verified.

G. A. Coonan said be believed the
figures given to be correct. But hie held
there was a reason why N. B. Baptists
did not contribute to the H. M. work.
They did not like the management, and
would give much more generously when
the work was placed under provincial
control.

As the hour was growing late, the
secretary moved an adjournment to
meet at O o'clock the next morning.
This was ~opposed by a number of the
delegates on the ground that something
should be done at that session in refer-
ence to the Seminary, in order to be
prepared for a consultation with’the F,
Baptist bretbren in reference to that
subject., The motion to adjourn was
acoordingly withdrawn, and it was
voted to ke up for consideration the

y. Besides a mortgage of $10,
000, there were floating debts to the
amount ~of $#18,000. Between $5,000
and #6000 was owed to Causey and
Maxwell, builders. To Smead, Dowd
& Co. over #5,000. To another individ-
ual whom he would not name sod
whcse money had been advavced from
time to time to save the institution
from disaster, there was owed some #4,-
500. This. aggregated about $16 000,
Then there were owed on teschers’
salaries, for supplies &o., about
more. All these were just debts.

In 1801 it had been found neccssary
to make an‘assignment, and Mr. J. 8
Titus became the trustee. Then an
attempt had been made to raise & con-
ditional subdcription of $15,000 which
was sucoessful. About 10,000 had
been paid, though a part of it did not
represent cash paymen’ but an abate-
ment of claims by creditors. In the
year 1891-42 the school was run under
adverse circumstances and therz was a
heavy deficit. Repairs and improve-
ments on the property also cost a large
amount. Assome of the creditors had
not agreed to come under the trust
deed, the only way out of the difficulty
appeared to be to allow the property to
be sold. Mr. G. W. Titus purchased it
for $2,501 above 'the mortgsge. Mr.
Titus did not wish to make money cut
of it, but wished that the claims of
certain creditors should be protected.
If #6000 were paid him, Mr. Titus
would transfer the property to the two
Baptist bodies that they might unite
in its management as  before. This
money would go to pay claims against
the Seminary and the debt would thus
be reduced to #12,000. Then there
would be as an offse: to this the 3,000
remaining on the %15000 subscrip-
tion. which woald probably be
paid in large part, if there was
an assurance that the institution
was to be sustained. The instito-
tion as it stands, Mr. McD. said, had
cost $65 000 or 70,00, a considerable
part of this having been paidin interest,

Dr. deBlois spoke of the value of the
school in an intellectual and religious
point of view. To allow the school to
perish would be a calamity from which
the denominations would not recoverin
20, perhaps not in 50 years. It had been
proved that the school could be run so
as L0 pay expenses

Mr. G. W. Titus asked il there were
not twelve men present who would give
500 each—paying in instalments. This
would afford & runniog basis for the
school. He would be one of the twelve
to raise the 6000,

Rev. T. Todd said if the F. Baptists
would assume half the debt, he thought
the Baptists could undertake to raise
the other half.

Dea. N. B. Cottle remarked that it was
said that meveral of the strongest
churches in the province were not going
into this Convention. If this were the
fact, the Convention would have all it
could do to take care of home missions,
No money had ever come from Nova
Beotia to this province for education
and he wondered how Baptists in this
province could support the Maritime
Convention when it did notbing for
New Brunswick.

Rev. Ezekiel Hopper said it was not
to be supposed that the churches which
did not see their way clear to unite in
this Convention were not interested in
supporting the Seminary. The contrary
was the fact.

Dr: deBlois confixmed @fis, referring
to letters that he had received. It had
always been said that one purpose of
the N. B, Convention was to care for the
Beminary ; if it (ailed now to do this,
it had better never have come into ex-
istence.

Rev, A, B. McDonald said that if t.he
brethren who had d the
tion of the Convention in October, had
united with the Convention the debts
of the Beminary would be well on the
way to liquidation. He thought the
churches which had not sent their dele-
gates to the Convention were greatly to
blame. The failure of these churches
to co-operate made it impossible for the

¥ f the Seminary, On motion of
agreed (0, and the ballot being taken, | T54% © "
it was announced that 54 votes had :ﬂ&mH:; g J'd y B“ 8.'1.)'.
been cast, 40 of which were for @. G. mbnm'(ed 5

Resolved, that, in the ‘opinion of this
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Rev. T. Todd seid the Convention was

© to und heavy respon-
sibilities. He also charged that there
were those who were secretly plotting
againet the Convention.

T.H. Hall deprecated these state-
ments and thought a mbre hopeful view
of things should be taken.

Hon, H. B. Emmerson spoke of the
value of organised effort and urged
that if the resolution before the oon-

vention were adopted there should be
aa sppeal made on beballof the Bemin-
ary to the Baptists of the province, ir-
respective of their attitude toward the
N. B. Convention,

After sorhe further discussion the
resolution was put and carricd unanim-
ously. -

It wes then resolved that a ocmmit-
tée in reference to the Seminary be ap-
pointed to confer with the F.Baptist
brethren and lay before them the resc-
Jution j :st adopted.

The commitee consisted of the Preai-
dent, the S:cretary, Dr. deBlois, G. W,
Titus, Thos. H. Hall and N. B, Cottle.

Rev. K. Gagong wished to see
something practios! done for the Bemin
ary. 8o far there had been only discus
sion and resolutions.

The preaident sald that if the medt
ing broke up without doing soything
in regard to the Beminary, the work of
organiztion might better have been
left undome. Mr. Titus had offered
£500 toward the debt, he hoped others
were prepared to follow along these
lines. If the #0000 were raised the
work of the school could be resumed
and the remainder of the debt could be
gradually wiped out. Some plan should
be decided upon at once, ss delay was
dangerous to the interests of the school,
Hon. Mr. Emmerson then moved that
& committee consisting of the President,
Dr, Carey, Rev. W, E. Mclntyre T. H.
Hall and Mont, McDonald be appointed
to confer with the F. B. brethren with
a view to having the Beminary opened
in September. This was oarried, It
was then past midnight and the con
vention adjourned to meet again at ¢
o'clock &. m

THURSDAY MORNING

The Convention met according to
appointment, The time wes spent in
an informal discussion concerning the
interests of the seminary. In this dis
oussion the value of the seininary was
dwelt upon, and particularly as to the
opportunities for theological study
which it placed withio the reach of
young men who could not take a more
extended course. The discussion was
participated in by T.H, Hall, Dr, Oarey,
Dr. de Blois, J. 8. Titus, Mont. MeDon-
ald, Rev. J. H, Hughes, M. 8. Hall,
Hev. E. R, Ganong, Rev. F, C. Wright,
8. E. Frost,T. W, Kierstead and others,
A committee of the Free Baptist breth-
ren consisting of Rev. Dr. McLecd,
Rev. G. A. Hartley, Rev. Mr. Phillips,
Rov, B. H. Nobles and Mr. D. McLeod
Vince came in duriog the sestion and
with the Convention’s committee pre-
Jiously named retired to discuss the in-
terests of the Beminary, As this com-
mittee had not completed its work at
noon the Convention adjourned to meet
at 2 p. .

At the afternoon session an informal
discussion took place in reference to
home mission work. The committee
on bye-laws, by request of the Conven-
tion, reported a bye-law providing for
the appointment by the Boaxd of Direc-
tors of an Auxilliary Board for the man-
agement of home missions in the pro-
vince. It was arranged that the next
meeting of the Convention should be
held with the Jemseg church on the
second Baturday in Beptember, prozivo.

The Free Baptist brethren haviog
come in, the report of the joint com-
mittee on the SBeminary was read by
the secretary. It was in the form of
the following resolutions :

Resolved, That it is the opinion of the
jomnt committee that New Brunswick
Baptists, the Free Baptists of New
Branswick, and the Free Christian Bap-
tists of Nova SBcotia should continue a
joint control of the Union Baptist Sem-
nary ; s

Renolved, That the committee ap-
pointed by fthe New Brunswick Con-
vention, in conjunction with the special
committes of the F.O.B. Conference
of New Brunswick, arrange, if possible,
with G. W. Titus, Eaq., for & provis-
ional management of the school during
the coming year, and take immediate
stepsto raise whatever funds may be
necessary to do the same.

In the discussion of these resolutions
G. A. Hartley (F. B.) said he had op-
posed them in the committee, and musj
do so still, on the ground that they had
no authorlty from their conference to
do anything in the matter and the
responsibility which it was proposed
the committee should take was too
great, under the circumstances.

Rev. W. E. McIntyre expressed grati-
fication that the Free Baptist committee
had so promptly taken the matter into
consideration, He believed that what
was proposed in the resolutions would
lead to an arrangement whereby the
school could be kept runnidg another
year, and in the meantime the situs-
tion could be more fully considered
and some ocourse decided upon.

Rev. Dr. Hopper, who was present at
this session, spoke at some length and
with much vigor respecting the Semin-
ary. He favored joint control by the
two bodies. It had worked without
friction and good would still come of it.
He thought the best thing that could
be done was to adopt the report of the
committee. To close the school for a
year would be to cut its throat. The
school had shown itself capable of pay-

ministry. He censured the churches

which had not seut delegates to the
Convention, and trusted that the bless-
ing of God would rest upon the Con-
vention and the Seminary.

Rev. Dr. MoLeod (F. B ) said that the
condition of the Bemioary had caused
him much distress. He was unwilling
that the two Baptist bodies should ao-
knowledge themselves beaten in this
matter. It was his disposition when
things went harl to take a firmer grip.
The debt on the Beminary was not now
80 large as it was & few years ago. His
comasittee had po right to pledge their
denominstion to any ocourse, but they
bad a right to consult with their Bap-
tist brethren and advise us to the best
couree {0 pursue. It would be disast-
rous to bave the school closed for a
year. Hesaw no reason why the reso-
lutiors belore the meeting should not
be adopted. He thought provision could
be made for carrying on the school for
another year, and at the anpual meet-
ings of the two bodles further action
could be determined
o Rev, J. H. Hughes said thers was &
ray of hope along the line of action
proposed in the resolutions, and he
favared thelr adoption

The resclutions were then adopted.
The jsint committee then relired to
oonsult with Mr. Titus in reference to
the Beminary in sceordance with the
the resolutions adopted. While they
wore out the Convention proceeded to
make some arrangements for the next
Convention st Jemseg in September.

The following were appointed the
committes of srrangementa: Rev, W
E. Mclotyre, and James 8. May, and
J. J. Wallace,

Rev. J. H, Hughes was appointed to
preach the doctrinal scrmon befors the
Conveation, with Rev. Thomas Todd as
alternate. Rev, W, E. Melntyre was
named as the preacher of the Conven-
tional sermon.

The joint committee then returned
and reported as follows : Mr. Titus
offered to hand over the institution to
the two denominations for the sum of
#5000, and aleo agreed to give $500 of
the amount himself. In pursuance of
this ofler the committee recommended
the two demominations to raise §7,000
for the iramediate purpose of sccept-
ing Mr. Titue’ offer and meeting neces-
sary repairs, said amount to be divided
in the proportion of two-thirds to the
Baptistbody and one-third to the Free
Christian Baptists.

The report was received and adopted.

After some explanation it was then
moved by Rev. W. E. McIntyre and
seconded by J. 8. May that the Conven-
tion recommend the committees of the
Free Baptist coaference of N, B. and
the N. B. Baptist Convention to press
forward the canvass for raising as [ast
as possible the #7000 required to pur-
chase and repair the Beminary pro-
perty, said ccmmittees to report to the
next sessions of the Free Baptist con-
ference of N. B. and the N. B. Baptist
Convention.

After prayer by Rev. E. K, Ganong,
Convention adjourned to meet with the
Jemseg church on the second Baturday
in Beptember.
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The Alumni Aseociation of Acadia
Beminary held ifs second annual re-
union ¢n Jone 4th in Alumr: Hall.
This society, still very ycung, gives
promise to be & source of great sirength
to the seminary, for, apart from the
pleasant social element in this band-
ing together of the Alumu:r, it is the
aim of the association to promote and
increase the good of the institution inas
able & manner as possible. The organ-
ization is to be an important facior in
retaining the interest of former stu-
dents in their Alma Mater, in broaden-
ing her influence, and in rendering her
aid in financial embarrassments.

The reunion recently held passed off
in a highly satisfactory manner, There
was much welcoming back to Wolf-
ville, many glad meetings and renewal
of old acquaintances. All felt they
were still members of Acadis SBemin-
ary.

The first exercise was a Etusiness
meeting in the afternoon, at which a
fair representation of the members was
present. The president, Mm. A. E.
Bhaw, was in the chair. Thesecretary,
Miss Ida Jones, and treasurer, Miss
Andrews, in thelr respective places.
The treasurer's report showed a bal-
ance of $133 on hand, total receipts for
the year $166. It was voted that $40
of this money be expended in payment
for the furniture already in the .“guest
chamber,” and that the word ““Alum-
nwx" be inscribed upon its door. Five
dollars was set aside to be offered as &
prize to the seminary student making
nighest average in chemistry and phy-
sics. The remainder of the cash on
hand was voted to be used in the pur-
chasing of apparatus for the laboratory.
Also voted that the funds for the com-
ing year be devoted to the payment of
the debt upon the furnishings in the
new part of the building. For every
#40 dollars raised & room will be select-
ed by the executive committes and ap-
propristely named in homor of the
sasociation,

A. D. Taylor, Esq. of Amherst,
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sent $25 to secure s |
the society in memor
Reade Taylor, who ¢
Taylor was s membe
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