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-2 himself,
Looking down—s. very long way down
" —J saw a little.arm crooked. Was not |
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“Delicate” was the word that rose
to my consciousness as he came in, &
slight, pala little boy with gray eyes
and straight * fair hair. “A boy,” I
call him, but in sooth he was little

more than a baby. “P'ease, I will be |

four in ohe month and thirteen days,”
he informed me later, when I asked
his; age. It "was a surprise; I had ‘cre-
djted him with at least ‘two extra
years, :
We were standing in the drawing-
room when- - Hitle -Thomas appeared.
That was what they called the child,
and ‘it s6urided strange and..old-fash-
foned in these days of abbreviations,
He advanced and shook hands with
me gravely. “How do you do? I hope
you had a p'easant journey.” The
lunch gong sounded suddenly; drown-

_ Ing.his polite inguiries.. Thomas. start-

ed - -nervously. at the reverberating
_olangor, but .with -2 blush he recever-
‘“Amow me,”

Thomas the son of the house and I &
lady -visitor?. :

*  Solemnly we entered the dining-room,
and - with - some difficulty

5 Thomas

sshed my:chair iato plmce. Then he
clambered -up -and -settled himself in
his own seat. He began carefully to
wipe. his, tumbler with. his serviette.
“Might I have.a ’ittle. p'ate and knife
for my, bresd?” he asked his mother.

“Thomas does not like to see crumbs
on the cloth,” she explained laughing-
ly. Otherwise he bheld-his peace, &

model of propriety.

. .-Suddenly the door opened and--an-

other baby came in view. This one

« was~a -good - deal younger, rosy,. and

very fat. “Tim want his din-din!” he

. phoyted - as he tottered tumultuously

Into the room. “Din, din, din!” The
pew-comer’s words were truer than he
wotted of, He was lifted into his high-
chajr beside his brother, and began
-to, drum .the table with his spoon.

{'glgx, din, din, din!”

“#homas looked distresed. “Hush,”. I
freard him wihisper. He vainly tried to
take the spoon from Tim's <hubby
fist. “Good din-din coming for Tim!”
‘was the baby’s jubilant cry.

“Tim is on'y very 'ittle,”” the elder
dbrother explained apologetically.
“#im's plate had now been filled, and
the nurse was feeding him. He was
too busy for much speech. “Good,
good,” he murmured ecstatically. It
was surprising what his little body
~eould hold. 4

1 turned my eyes to Thomas. The
child was sitting there quite still, and
surely—yes, surely his eyes were full
of tears; I drew his mother's atten-
ticn to thim.

“What is it, dear?’ she asked.

“Prease, I should so ‘ike the 'ittle
pot of pink sweet peas in front of me,
and not these ugny b'us ones.” :

The = vases were changed, and
Thomas sighed happily. He began
once more to eat  his pudding, al-
though without zest. Every now and
then he laid down his spoon and
touched the flowers softly. He was
evidently glad when the meal Wwas
OVver.

“More din-din,” clamored Tim.

*No, Tim; now it is grace time,”
Thomas said gravely. He folded the
baby’s hands into the proper attitude,
but the sturdy rascal began clapping
them delightedly.

‘upregse, God—'' mummured Thomas,
with ‘eyes devoutly closed.
“wpat-a-cake, pat-a-cake—-"' chanted
the irrepressible baby.

“Bess father and mother and 'ittle
Tim—" |

“Baker’s men,” Tim added.

“B’egs ev'rybody that I ‘ove, and—"

“Bake me a cake—'' shouted Tim.

- “Mgake me a good boy.’
i “Ag fast as 'ou can.”

wFor what I have received may I be
truly thankful. Amen,” Thomas con-
cluded hurriedly, evidently upset by
the interruptions. L

“Amen, ’'men, 'men, ‘men!” yelled
the little Nonconformist as his nurse
bore him odut of the room.

Hearing -the length of Thomas's
gracé, T was half inclined to sympa-
thize with the baby’s revolt. It was
Thomés's own desire fto prolong it
thus, ‘his mother “told “me, and his
evening prayer were still more inter-

" minable. Yet, strangely enough, when

she had onge. tried. taking ‘him - to
chureh, t e resuit “had-been - disastrous.
Affer a few moment the child had
burst into tears and had clung to his

mother, trembling. The #clemnity, the

strange colored Wght copiing through.

the stained glass, the swelling organ
potes, seemed too much for the sen-
gitive little soul. “I'm frightened, I'm
frightened,” he had sobbed; even when
they got him home he “weuld not be
comforted. This experlence‘stlll formed

his worst nightmare. “Oh, I was-in-

that dreadful p’ace!” he would wake
tip scregming. ‘$Sing me ‘Genty Jesds,’
mother,” - !

Yet,” “with all this, little Saint

omas, @s Wwe sometimes called
him, was not a prig. He was too
unself-conscious for that. No, it
was the term I had first applied that
best described him: he was “delicate.”
I do not mean only in health, though
that, alas, was never strong. His man-
ners, his affections, his quaint reason-
ing, his babyish morals, all cried for
the same epithet. His clear-cut profile
and little waving gestures seemed of
e fairy delicacy. His vofce,toohis very
phrases, wers characterized by a cer-
tain delicate precision, unusual in our
day.Other people’s talk sounded coarse

and slovenly after little Thomas had |

spoken,
One night Thomas allowed me to

put him to bed. It was a rare privil-
ege, for Thomas had his own ideas as
to decency,
strangers should view him in too in-
timate a fashion. Such modesty seem-
ed unchildish, but it was quite un-
taught. The shyest maiden could not
have shielded herself from “prying
eyes more heedfully. Tim might, if he
so chose, laugh and crow in his nizght-
ly tub to a casuyal and admiring
throng. “I do not 'ike 'adies to see me
without my ¢’othes,” Thomas would
‘ay with gex_xt]e dignity.

‘With me, however, for some reason |
an exception was made. And when |
{ saw him, when I saw the tender !

grace of his curves, the wondrous
whiteness of his gkin, I felt that such

he- -said. |

and did not consider that ,

4

a miracle was fitly guarded. I had
never seen a child like this before,
a child quite so white, so smooth. The
little marble figure stood before me
without a stain or blemish. It did not
| seem llke bathing a baby; it was a
| gacrament, a revelation of infinite pur-
i ity.

After this I wondered less that
| sometimes as his mother looked at him
her eyes grew dim. She must have
‘!elt that he could mot always remain
thus; she could not always have this
i little white figure at her knee. No. he
| must coarsen and harden as he grew
g older as he became a man among oth-
! er men. He must harden or he miust
| die. Sometimes I wondered which al-
{ ternative were better. To think of lit-
}tle Thomas on the Stock Exchange—
! one dismissed the idea with a shiver
! Even ta picture him as a busy profes-
sional man, & British paterfamilias,
| appeared unsuitable. The common lot
of humanity seemed too gross for such
as the little Saint Thomas.

One day I had a conversation with
him on the vexed ‘subject of matri-
mony. I had found him shedding silent
tears in a gecluded corner of the gap-
den. “What'is the matter, Thomas?"
I asked. e = i

“Nurse says she'll get me a wife be-
cause I'm 8o fussy,’ sobbed %e.

I tried to comfort him. “Wives are-
n't so bad,” saild I. “Bven your fath-
er has got ofie.” i :

“What wife has father got?” he ask-
ed in shocKed surprise. e

“Mothep " sald 1.0 = .

“Oh!” The réllef was evident; he ev-
en smiled. “Then rhother can.be the
wife for me.” dahE s

Perhaps it was unkind, but I nnde-
ceived him. I pointed out_that ‘such a
course was forbidden. by the law of
e tent

“Then Nures will get me a wite;
she'll get me that'ittle Jennings child”
He wept again at the prospect. -

“What 18 her name?” I asked care-
lessly. e . :

“Johnny,” said he, - .

Poor little innocent! He was discuss-
ing marriage, and did not yet know of
which sex a wife should be,

It is not to be supposed that Thom-
as was never naughty, but his crimes
were delicate Iike the rest of him.
“Once Tim and me were very bad
boys. We runned away,” he told me,

“Where to? Out into the road?”

“No, but we meant to; only, Nur-
sle caught us in the garden, It took
me so long to put on Timmy’s g’oves.”
The dreadful desperadoes!

Sometimes, too, the babies quarrel-
led and even came to blows, but on
these occasions poor Thomas came off
badly. Tim’s sheer weight stood him
in good stead; with lowered head, he
would take a staggering run -and butt
against his elder brother, who found
it upsetting both to his person ard
his dignity.“Tim has such a horrid way
‘of bhattling,” the ~prostrated ' victim
would complain as he rubbed his ach-
ing stomach. Indeed, the baby’s ele-
mental simplicity often »=erved to
shock him.

It was owing to Thomas's delicate
susceptibilities that the great tragedy
took place. We were sitting indoors
one summer morning, ‘when -suddenly
the door burst open and the c¢hild ap-
peared; wa hardly knew him,; this lit-
tle Thomas, wide-eyed and pale, twith
despairing hands outstretched towards
his mother. '‘He’s g'ain, he's #'ain, and
I'm the Cain!” he ~'séreamed, * and
broke into wild and incoherent sobbing

“Hush, hush, darling,”’ his mother
was saying.' “What can he medn:’ we
asked each other. " ! . :

“He’s sg'ain, he’s deadad. T'm’' the
Cain® The child was tréembling all ov-
ed. i i :

“What’? Who? Isa’t Timothy ‘asleep
outeide iu his perambulator?’”’ The mo-
ther was bheginning to grotw anxious.

“He—he was b’owing bubbles .ith
his mouth ik his s’éep very dirtily; and
1 gave the pérambumator- oné ‘ittle
push just to thake Him t6-stop:--And it
all went over, And he Wwon't speak.
He's deaded; he's deaded, and T'm the
Cain!” e SO e S

We ran out:into the ‘garenTpon the
gravel pathr. svas®the 'overturned per-
ambulator. The wheels were  £till.ro-
tating foolishly. ™ i Sop s

We lifted it . up, @<qguick fear clhitch-
ing at our hearts. =~ And thers, there
among the cushions, lay Tim,
| quite silent, withi'his eyes closed.
We bent down over him. Suddenly the
i 1lds flickerdd. ~““Bin-din,”” came " a
i drowsy murmur. Surely only Tim
i Gould have slept through such a revo-

lation.
} *And under the drawing-room sofa we
* found the other baby. But he was sob-
bing, sobbing bitterly. For he felt him-
self a fugitive and a vagabond and
cursed from the earth. “I'm Cain, I'm
Cain!” he cried.

Our little St. Thomas a Caln!

PROSPECTIVE SENATORS.

OTTAWA, Jan. 3.—There are now
four senatorial vacancies to be filled,
namely, two in Nova Scotia, one in On-
tario and one in Manitoba. In Nova
Scotia the vacancies are over a year's
standing. In Ontarlo a vacancy was
caused by the death of Senator Merner
last summer and in Manitoba the
death of Senator Bernier last week
| made a fourth vacancy in Upper Can-
ada. It is unlikely any appointments
to fill vacancies will be made until just
prior to the opening of parliament.

In Nova Scotia the name of He X
Togan, ex-M. P, is mentioned as be-
ing likely to succced to one of the vac-
ancles for that province. In Ontario
the names of Adam Zimmerman, ex-M.
P. for Hamilton. and Hon. Mr. Young
of -Galt have been mentioned. No ac-
tion has yet heen taken, however. by
the cabinet in council, and the whole
qucttion‘ of appointment still remains
open for consideration at a later daate.

THR FIRST BENVELOPE.
e
The first envelone ever made is in
. the possession of the British museum.

N ——

BRITAIN ON THE SEA.

A Warning Article in the Lon-
don Quarterly Review.

British- Flest Losing in Superiority— Power
of the United States Nawy—The
Policy of Germany.

e, o

As a naval power England .stands at
the crossroads in her history. She is
face to face . with a crisis, which
threatens her naval supremacy. Whe-
ther it be or be not admitted that the
Dreadnought marked a fresh era of
naval armaments, the outlook is one
of extreme gravity.

The people of the United Xingdom
hayve as yet only dimly perceived the
struggle which is set before them,
though the facts have been set forth
lucidly in the Naval Annual from year
to year. At present their vision is en-
tirely filled with the naval expension
of Germany,and they have failed to ap-
preciate the influence which the latest
German enactments is already having
on other powers. The United States,
as ‘a result of the last ten years’' ap-
propriations to: the fleet has become
the second greatest world power of
the world. This position the Ameri-
can people will not abdicate, although
Congress has authorized the construc-
tion this year of only two battileships
in addition to ten torpedo boats and
eight submarines. This programme is
the thin edge of the wedge; and there
is no doubt that eventually provision
will be made for laying down at least
one keel for every keel which is laid
down in Germany. What this means
may be readily understood by refer-
ence to the naval programme which
has already been adopted in Germany.
This programme makes provision for
thg following men-of-war:

= : ¥ 'De_
Battle- Large Small stroy-
ships. cruisers. cruisers. ers.
1 12-
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12

20 120

Year.
1908... .
1909.. ...
1910..
1911..
1912..
1913..
1914..
1915..
1916..
1917..
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It is not necessary to attempt to
foreshadow here the steps which are
being taken in Russia or in Japan to
neutralize the naval activity of Ger-
many, France and the Unitéd States:
the renewed competition in naval ar-
maments will react on all the nations
of_the world, great and small. The
fact that during the next ten years
States, will probably lay down at least
Germany, France and the United
54 battleships, 30 large cruisers of the
“Invincible” type, 60 small cruisers,and
submarines will not only raise the
380 torpedoboat destroyers, apart from
naval expenditure in Russia, Japan,
Italy and Austria, but will ten: to in-
crease the exertions made by the
smaller powers to provide more effi-
cient naval defences for their coasts.

Ten years ago the late Viscount
Goschen, when First Lord of the Ad-
miralty, announced that, if forelgn
powers showed a readiness to Iimit
their naval commitments, Great Bri-
tain would immediately respond. This
offer was regarded in Germany at
least as an indication that Great Bri-
tain was becoming weary of the strug-
gle to maintain her traditional stan-
dard of naval power. In the subse-
quent ten years German expenditure
has increased by upward of 200 per
cent., while that of Great Britain has
expanded by only about 50 per cent.
Undeterred by the moral which Ger-
many had drawn from this undertak-
ipg, - Sir - Henry Campbell-Bannerman
an -his supperters, during the period
when the-Liberal party was in opposi-
tion, urged repeatedly their conviction
that, if Great Britain would herself
jead the way, other naval powers,
“groaning under the burden of hloated
armaments,” would  immediately  and
joyfully follow her example.

" “With a consisteney which seldom
characterizes party warfare, the Lib-
erals, on succeeding to office, proceed-
ed to put into practice the theories
which they had expournded in opposi-
tion. In the last three years ‘of Liberal
administration the sum expended upon
the maintenance of the British fleet
has been steadily reduced, in compari-
son with the high-water mark of 1904-
1905, by an aggregate sum of over
£22,782,000, while in the same period
German expenditure has been increas-
ed by nearly £12,000,000, so that, actu-
ally, in comparison with Germany, the
comparative outlay on the British fleet
has dwindled in these three years by
over £34,000,000. In the face of these
figures the suggestion that England
has forced the pace is so preposterous
as hardly to merit detailed refutation.

Directly the Liberal party Trevealed
its policy of leading the way to dis-
armament, the German Government
doubled its actlvity. It saw an oppor-
tunity of gaining a march on the
world's 'greatest sea power, which lies
across Germany’s front door. The Lib-
eral party came into office in Decem-
ber, 1905, and in the spring of 1906 the
new German Navy Act was introduc-
ed, so as to profit by the passivism
which Germans have been led to asso-
ciate with British Radicalism,

The British people are faced with
the prospect of largely increased naval
commitments, owing to the fact that
the German authorities interpreted the
peace manoeuvres of the British Gov-
ernment as the outward and visible
sign that the British people was un-
able to maintain the two-power stand-
ﬂ!’d. * % *

The squadrons on duty beyond the
British seas are . constantly smaller
than they wers at any time during
the later years of Queen Victoria’s
reign. The existing disposition can be
considered adequate only so long as
cordial feelings subsist against the
United Kingdom and the Mediterran-
ean powers, and affairs in the Pacific
remain in their present quiescent state.
It is impossible to ignore the possibil-

ity of developments in the Far East
and in the Pacific which may render it
extremely difficult for the Admiralty
to resist a demand for considerably in-
creased representation of British na-
val power in extra-territorial waters
which can be made only at the ex-
pense of our strength in home waters.
While the German naval estimates in-
dicate expenditure almost exclusively
upon a fleet concentrated in home wat-
ers, the appropriations for the British
fleet include large sums spent in main-
taining our position in the Mediterran-
ean and in distant seas, and in pro-
tecting our worldwide commerce.

Germany pursues a financial peliey
entirely different from ours. In the
past ten years she has met her naval
expenditure to the extent of upward
of £22,000,000 out of capital, and the
deepening and widening of the Kiel
Canal, which will cost about £11,000,-
00, is being pald for by the Minister
of the Interior, although the work s
undertaken almost exclusively in the
interests of the mavy. The policy of
loans will be continued by the German
Government in the future, not because
Germany is poor, but for two distinst
reasons. In the first place a certaln
proportion of the naval expenditure s
legitimately put to capital account, as
was understood to be the case in
Great Britain until the present govern-
ment -came into office. Secondly, Ger-
man financirs, in view of the arrange-
ments between the empire and the in-
dividual States, desire to regulate the
ravenue and expenditare from year to
year.” ‘Loans have Deen raised by Ger-
many, because the imperial authorities
have comstantly put- off the day for
fresh fiscal arrangements between the
empire and the States.

1f we are to hold  our traditional
position as the supremse naval power
the Government must provide in next
year’s estimates for six-vessels of the
Dreadnouglt type ; with cruisers and
torpedo craft in: proportion, and these
vessels ‘must. be begun in the  early
summer, and be: completed - in two
years; so -ag to insure ~our nosition
three - years hence ‘in: face of the ac-
tivity mot only of Germany but of
other powers.—London Quarterly - Re-
view. : :

BRITAIN AIMS TO GET
AL UNGLAIMED 60LD

emte—

8ill in House- Provides for Inquiry Info
Wealth Hidden In Bank Vaults

mm———

CHICAGO, Jan. 1—One of the most
interesting proposition pefore the Bri-
tish Parliament at the present session,
says the Record-Herald, is called “the
unclaimed balance bill,” which is in-
tended to bring under the control of
the government a vast amount of
wealth which is believed to be lying
dormant and unproductive in the
vaults. of various.banking institutions
in the United Kingdom. The bill pro-
vides that on the 15th of January next,
1909, or on whatever date may be se-
lected, every-bank, banker, company
or person in the kingdom shall -make
a return of all funds, securities, mort-
gages, plate, jewelry, sealed packages
or articles of value which do not be-
long to them, and have been placed in
their custody in trust, and have re-
mained in their possession for six
years or more without being called for
by the owners. It is also provided that

all banks and bankers shall render an

account to the state for all obligations
due by them to any client, customer or
person, from whom they have not
heard for a period of six years or
more; and that all trustees, executors,
administrators and agents for the
property of others shall make returns
for all property and other articles of
value intrusted to their care for. the
penefit of clients and other persons
from whom they have .not heard for
six years or more.

It is believed that there are enor
mous sums of money and other valu-
able property in the hands of trustees
throughout the kingdom: which- have
not been claimed or accounted for for
many years. Many firms of solicitors
have been intrusted with the manage-
ment of estates, legacies and other
trusts belonging to persons who have
died or disappeared. There are many
large estates for which there are no
heirs, and they hawve remained unset-
tled for generations. It ‘s -proposed "to
have a ¢clearing up of -all these affairs,
and to appoint a cemmission to take
charge of them, and if the lawful own-
ers cannot be found to turn the funds
over to. the government. There is al-
ready a-laav making the king the own-
er of the property of all deceased per-
sons who leave no heirs and no wills.

A still larger amount of money is
supposed to be lying in the banks in
the form- of cash balances, securities,
jewels, plate and other valuables, be-
longing te persons who have dlgg or
have forgotten them, The safe-deposit
vaults of some of the old banks con-
tain tin boxes that haven’t been open-
ed for genefations, and trunks, chests,
jewel cases and other receptacles
whose owners have not called for them
for many years. ‘Many of the corpora-
tions hold unclaimed dividends due.to
shareholders amounting to millions of
dollars. The records of the Bank of
®ngland indicate that millions of
pounds in banknotes have either been
lost, destroyed or hidden away by
their owners during the last century or
two. It i belleved that such an exam-
ination as the bill proposes will bring
the actual facts to light and give the
government the benefit of much valu-
able property for which there is no
other lawful owner.

.

REPORTER STRUCK
BY A HOCKEY PUCK

- AMHERST, N. 8, Jan. 3.—Whlile
watching the Ramblers at practice last
night, Wiasson Turple, reporter for the
Daily News,was struck in the eye with
a flying puck, inflicting serious and
painful injuries to that organ He was
removed to Highland View Hospital
and as yet the physician in attendance
is unable to state the full extent of the
injury, but it is hoped he will not lose
the sight of his eye

AIR LINE IN FRANGE.

Nancy, Orleans, Bordeaux, and
Other cities to be Gonnect-
ed hy Dirigibles.

Giant Steerable Balloons to Hold Fifteen
Passengers — Legislation for
Aerial Navigation.

PARIS, Jan. 2—Aeriation has re-
ceived a stimulus this week aside from
that given by the aeronautic exhibi-
tion. Le Figaro announces the forma-
tion of a “Trans-Aerlan Company,”
which in four months wiJl be operat-
ing passenger traffic between the
principal cities of France, and M.
Barthou, the minister of public works,
has autlined a scheme for necessary
legislation to govern aerial navigation.

According to Le Figaro, the Trans-
Aerian Company is getting ready for
public service four steerable balloons
of huge capacity, capable of carrying
fifteen ‘passengers, with the pilot and
two mechanicians, They will have &
capacity of 178,500 cubic feet; and cra-
dles, constructed on aluminum frames,
will be furnished after the pattern of
the saloon of a private yacht, fitted
with every convenience and luxury for
long voyages.

The first four balloons will be the
Ville ‘de Bordeaux, Ville de Nancy, Le
Seine, and Gironde, whose names cor-
respond more or less with the parts
in the sky they will follow. The first
of these leviathans of the air, whose
ascensional force must be more than
twice. that of the Ville de Paris, is
nearly ready, and good progress is
being made with the other three. The
Trans-Aerlah Company is already
building a series of sheds for stations,
which will be fitted up as . regular
docks for the new style of ships and
as stations for the passengers., Those
at Sartrouville and Meaux exist -al-

: | ready, and a: third is being construct-

ed at Vincennes. Others will be es-
tablished at ‘Nancy, Orleans, Bor-
deaux, Toulouse and Pau—the towns
which will be served by the aviation
line.

The touring programmes will begin
with excursions over Paris and to fa-
vorite suburbs, like Versailles, St.
Germain, Fontainebleu and Meaux.
The excursions over Paris will take
place by night as well as by day. As
soon as aeroplanes have been perfect-
ed to a degree to render them practi-
cal they will be included in the fleet.

Le Figaro says in closing that this
is not, as some people might think,
mere romancing, but serious, solid
fact, and the company has been form-
ed by hard-headed business men and
practical engineers, one of whom is
an. authority, and who says that he
‘himself will be on board the first bal-
loon on May 1, 1909. The tariff 'is ten-
tatively suggested at $40 a head for a
trip.

M. Barthou first points out that the
territory of the air—if such a phrase
is allowable—must be defined just as
territorial waters of the sea and rivers
have been fixed. It will be later on
to decide the limits to be set to the
freedom of the air. Is it to be assim-
ilated sovereignity belonging to the
states traversed by the river, with
power to open or close it to general
use; or s it to be treated on the same
footing as either land or sea? It is
clear, he adds, that even the first
questions of principles will be none too
easy to define ,and when these are
settled and the aerial vessels have to
be dealt with, the problems are not
much easier. .

M. Barthou begins b’:lassityimg: all
aerial vehieles under the term “aero-
nefs,” and is inclined to treat them
rather as ships than as any sort of
car. Each one would therefore have
its name and certificate of national-
ity. From the international point of
view there will have to be a differ-
ence between military and state bal-
loons and private ones, and the de-
gree of ex-erritoriality of the rormer
will have to be defined. ’

There are many more such interest-
ing and complicated points, some of
which .are touched upon in Le Revue
des Idees, which examines the title of
states or individuals to the air over
the surface belonging to them. By
present. . legislation the title would
have to be justified by inclosing the
air either by building walls, which is
impracticable, or by the fixing of aer-
ial boundaries by means of captive
balloons.
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- DIVING FOR PEARLS.

Japanese, Malays and Arabs in the Motley
Throng of Fishers.

e

(Everybody's Magazins.)

The work is in charge of the super-
intendent of the fishery, whose tug
must be in as many places at once as
is possible. Each of the hundred-odd
boats scattered over the banks within
the prescribed limits carries 20 or 30
divers, and each diver is allowed two
mandaks, or assistants. Each boat
whose duty it is to see that the pre-
carries also a government guard,
clous bivalves, lying In their tens of
thousands ar: not tampered with.

The methods of diving are many.
Hera a stocky little Japanese, naked
save for a narrow strap around his
waist, slips feet foremost into the wat-
er, two netted bags slung to tke
strap with a weight to each bag to
take him down. His mandaks hold
the rope attached to his belt by which
at his signal they will haul him up
with his load of shells. The water
closes quietly over his round, black
head; there is nothing spectacular in
his performance, but all through the
working hours he will go popping up
and down, like a Jack-in-the-box,
every two minutes, regular as clock-
work, blowing like a porpolse as he
rises to the surface, but remaining
only long enough to be relieved of his
load of shells.

Here an elderly Malay. lean and

wrinkled, runs catlike “dut~ on- ‘the
springboard that reaches’ out!from the
boat’s side, and goes ‘over with a
splash, He, too, has his weighted
bags and a rope.

A young Arab, pushes through the
crowd to the boat’s rail, a lithe, cleans
limbed fellow, powerfully built, and
taller by half a head than most of his.
mates. He leaps to the rail and polses
there, a living statue of bronze, his
splendid body shining with the grease
with which these divers coat them-
selves before entering the water, gath-
ering itself for its spring. He carries
the inevitable bag, but he needs no
welghts to sink him, nor does he wear
a rope. A flash, and down he goes,
head first, graceful
straight as a die, without & splash
and swims to the bottom.

Wonderful swimmers these Arabs are,
recklessly daring, and with incredible
powers of endurance, but their worth
is sericusly discounted by their in-
tractability, and hatred of disclpiine.
And in this connection it is s curious
fact that when under water men wiil
invariably become irritable and ex-
tremely bad tempered,

STIFF SENTENGES FOR
MONGTON HOTEL KEEPERS

s v

MONCTON, Jan. 3.—Stiff sentences
were imposed by Magistrate Kay yes-
terday in the police court on two hotal
men connected with Scott Act viola-
tion. : i

William McMullen, proprietor of the
Windsor, was charged with violation in
four separate cases and was convicted
on all. For one sffense he was sent-
enced to thirty days in jail without the
option of a fine, while in the other
thrée- he was fined fifty dollars each,
making a total of one hundred and fifty
dollars. L

There were four cases also against
Geo, McSweney, proprietor of . the
Brunswick, and he was given the same
treatment, namely, one month in jail
and fines to the amount of one hun-
dred and fifty dollars.

Four case are also pending against

the American Hotel proprietor, and as

may well be imagined the town is
pretty dry as a result of rigid Scott
Act enforcement. - e
The Victoria hotkey team is putting
in hard practice for the first game with

Amherst here for the Starr trophy on:

Wednadgy night ., next, .and. the 4pOS-
pects awe the gané will Be havd foufnt,

shock of paralysis on Thugsgay. last, is
still in g eritical condition, but is re-
ported slightly better tonght.

New Year sermons were preached in
most of the city churches today by the
pastors and there was a.large attend-
ance at the churches. ;

LIVED IN PENURY BUT

LONDON, Jan, 2—Two yefrs ago
James and William Ison, brothmers,
lived in horrible condition at Laurel
Villa, Bexley Heath. Their mode of
life was only discovered when William
fell ill, He was too far gorie to have
any chance of recovery and died soon
afterwards. Though the brothers had
for years lived in poverty and filth,
securities to he face value of over
£12,000 were found, and when Willlam
died he lef over £8,000. James died
les March in Darford Infirmary, leav-
ing estaje of the gross value of £22,-
000. Probate of his will has been
granted to his cousin, Mms. Marthea
Ann Webster and Mr. Thomas Godfrey
Baynes, solicitors of Dartford.

NOTED BBITISH EDITOR

HAS LOTS OF TROUBLE:

LONDON, Jan, 2—Horatio Bottomly,
the British M. P. whose paper John
Bull, recently made some nasty at-
tacks on Canadian immigration meth-
ods and who is now on trial for alleg-
ed. fraudulent transactions in connec-
tion with company promoters, has got
into fresh trouble by printing some
statements in John Bull in connection
with his trial. The result was that Mr.
Bottomly was ordered to pay a fine of
£300 and the costs of the application.

The alleged contempt of court con=-
sisted of a certain article and a ple-
ture which appeared in *John Bull,”-of
which Mr. Bottomly was editor. The
article was headed “Bottomly v. 'The
Crown’” and contained a description of
the proceedings in which Mr Bottomly
is concerned at the Guildhall. The pic-
ture was of Justice Besmirched with
mud or ink according to the interpre—
tation of the Attorney General, Jus-
tice held the scales, but—again _ag¢-
cording to the Attormey General ‘‘one
balance was being sweighed by mud or
ink'put into it.” Tt was contended that
this article (other comments were also
read from ‘“John Bull” when the ap-
plication first came on for hearing on
Tuesday) tended not only to intimidate
witnesses hut to have an effect upon
the body from which jurors are drawn.

WIL RECOMMEND
UNIFORM LAWS NOW

emmcm———

BOSTON, Mass., Jan. 3.—1t is anticl-
pated that the coming sessions of the
legislatures of five New England
states, Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode
Island, Massachusetts and C_onnectl—-
cut, will be particularly interesting
this year as the incoming governars in
each state  will recommend uniform
legislation in the maitter of forestry,
fisherles and automobiles All five leg-
islatures will convene during the com-
ing week and five new governarg will
be inaugurated. < St

as a panther,

as the Ramblers are also doing strenu- | investment demand for capital

ous work in preparation for the series. .
Fred Tuttle, who suffered a severe,
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ing up equipment.
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Financiers Most

Optimistic

PRICES ARE HIGH -

P e

Large Interests Have an En-
ormous Accumulation

of Interests

NEW YORK, N. Y, Jan. 3.—Satis-
faction with the solid achievement of
the past year and confidence in the
promise of the future are the feelings
of the financial community on the
threshold of the new year. The effec~
tive expression of this feeling is found
in a level of pricss of securities near
the highest for the closed - year and
higher in fact, than for twenty months
past. The depth of despondency- froms
wtich the financial world was but.
berely emerging a Yyear Aago, needs
only to be considered in a general way
to realize the wide progress towards
beterment which present -conditions re-
present. As a register of the measure
of this past achievement, the _stock
market possesses, less interest than in
its function of anticipating by specu-
lation, the course of events to come.

That the past achievement is fully,
reflected in the extent of the advance
of prices which has occurred is the
accepted opinion of all competent ob-
servers, the problem of the market
turning rather to the question how far
the improvement in conditions justly:
$0 be expected in the future has. al-
ready been covered in the gpecula~
tion. 8
The brightest hopes are based on the
complete restoration of credit which
has peccurred and the resulting good
flota~
tion which is in evidence. The rapid
absorption of new bond issues and. the
large demand in the. open market for
older bond issues of all grades is the
substantial evidence of .this conditions
importance
o the. further work’ of . rehabilitation
to be done before the full measure of
former prosperity 1s restored. The
peiod ‘of depression of the past year
has been given over to a drastic
pruning of expense accounts at every
point both by limitation of improve:

| ment and extension and by postpong

ment af every possible outlay for keep-,
On the pant of the
railroads especially there is much of
such outlay, which is simply in ar-
rears and must ultimately be met. With
the excellent demand for Investment
now established and the abundant
money market resources which are
looked for early in. the new year, very
large resources are expected to be
placed at the command of the great
‘raflroad and industrial corporations
for resumption of suspended and- poste
poned outlays.

T0 TAKE UP COLLECTION
IN CATHOLIC CHURCHES

P

MONTREAL, Jan. 3. — Archbishop
Bruchesi of the Roman Catholic dio-
cese of Montreal, who is now in Rome,
has cabled instructing that a collection
in aid of the earthquake sufferers be
taken up in all the churches of the
dlocese next Sunday. .

BUSINESS CARDS.

M. T. KANE

Dealer in Gran

ite Monuments

posite Cedar

B Hill Cemetery
e West St. John

S ouse West 185-11.
Telephon l WorksWest 177-3L.

Hamm Lee Laundry

Tel. 1739. — 45 Waterloo 8t.
Tel, 2064-21. 128 Union 8t

Goods called forand delivered

A. E. HAMILTON,
CENERAL CONTRACTOR.
Real Estate repairs and erections
a specialty.
Shop and Office 182 to 188 Brus-
sels 8t. ’Phone 1628, \

PEPLES CIBIR STORE.

I have the finest stock of
Cigarettes and Tobaccos
in the City.

- News Depot—Ihandle
all the local and foreign papers,
all the American and English
-periodicals, with all the current
magazines and novels. Also,
large stock of Xmas Cards

and Novelties.
Oor. Main St. and Paradise Rowr




