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 BATTLESHIF
BLOWN

0 PIECES.

An -Awful DlsaSter Overtakes
the United States’ Crack
Warship at Havana.

Tremendéus Explosion in the Gun Cot-
ton Room Forward Under

the Mess

-

Quarters.

over Two Hundred and Fifty Lives are Lost and
Many are Wounded and Missing — - | : ‘

T 2 ry : L - | j-8age to Washington, saying that the dis:

' aster to thé Maine was indisputably due

Excitement

i
|
|
|
|

|
at Havana. '~

The Captain and Nearly All the

---Speculation as to the Cause of the Great Calamity i

Officers Said to Have Escapedj[

Was It An Accident or By Desiga?

D. C.,, Feb. 16.—The
United States battleship Maine, lying n
Havana harbor, was destroyed by an ex-
osion last evening, which occurred, it is

\Washington,

p :
thought, in the powder magazine.

the officers are thought to have been
saved, but it is estimated that over 250
of the crew are killed.
Telegram From Sigsbee.
The secretary of the navy has received
from Captain,

the following telegram
Sigsbee:

The Maine was blewn up in Havana
Jarbor at 9:40 and destroyed. Many are
wounded “nd doubtless move “are killed
and drowned. The wounded and others |
are on board the Spanish men-of-war and
the Ward line steamer Stenger. Send
lighthouse tenders from Key West: for
the crew and the few pieces, of equip-
ment still above water. Public opinion
should be suspended till further report,
All the officers ave believed to be saved,
but Jenkins and Merritt are not yet ac- |
counted for. Many Spanish officers, in- |
cuding representatives of General |
Blanco, are now with me and  express
sympathy.

“(Signed)  SIGSBEE.”

The secretary of the nayy received an- .

other dispatch  from Keyw gt Rt the'}

qame time with the above, but it ¢on-
tents have not been made public.  Orders
for the lighthouse tenders were sent at
once to Key West.

Consternation At Havana.

Havana, Feb. 16.—The wildest conster-
nation prevails at Havana. 7The wharves
are ‘crowded with thousands of people.
It is believed that the explosion occurred
in a small powder magazine. At a quar-
ter to 11 last night what remained of the
Mumme was still burning:

The captain and other officers have
been saved. It is estimated that over
100 of the crew were killed, but it is im-
possible as yet to give the exact details.

Admiral Manterola has ordered boats
of all kinds to go to the assistance of the
Maine and her wounded. The Havana
fremen are giving aid, tending earefully

wounded as they are brought
It is a 'terrible sight.

General Solano and other generals have
heen ordered by Captain-General Blanco
to take steps to help the Maine’s crew
in every way possible.

The correspondent of the Associated
Press has been mear the Maine in one of
the hoats of the eruiser Alfonse XIII,
and has seen others of the wounded, who
corroborate the statement of those first
interviewed. They wene already asleep
when the explosion occurred.

Capt. Sigsbee says the explosion oc-
cirred in the bow of the vessel He re-
ceived a wound in the head.

Great Loss of Life.

to the

ashore.

Al

. ton.

Orders wene given for the other officers
to save themselves as best they could.
The latter, who were literally blown* from

* their bunks in.their night .clothing, gave

the necessary orders with great self-pos-
session and bravery.

The first theory was that there had
been a preliminary explosion of the Santa
Barbara magazine with powder or with
dynamite below the water. Admiral
Mantereola believes in the first explosion,
3 a grenade shell was hurled over the
navy yard,

Captain Sigsbee and other officers went
In 2 small boat to the Ward Line steamer
City of Washington. Two officers and
Wore than two hundred of the crew are
Missing, Some of the crew who were
able to support themselves by _?\Wim!‘ningg‘
Vere saved by the boatssSixr of the
Vounded crew and one Q#,\tﬁe;'oﬁ‘im'
have been taken to the miﬁ'f'a'ry'hdspital
bY Gen. Blaneo’s orders.

New York, Feb. 16.—A special from
H:n‘;m:x to the Evenimg Te]egram says
“Oncerning the disaster:

A8 far as T can learn, the explosion
“0k place in the magazine used for the

$9rage of gun cotton for torpedoes The

‘havy yard, has made this startlingstate-

vessel lies with her bow <wholly  sub-
merged and only part of her stern show-
ing. ; § i
Explesion Shook the City.

The explosion,,{mhich shook the city :
from one end to the othér, created the
wildest excitement, All. -the electric
lights went out by ‘the shock. Fire en-

! giﬁns rushed madly from one direction to

another;-no one knowing - for certain
from which direction the explosion came,
Censul-General Lee reeeived a telephone
message from General Blanco telling
him that the Maine had been blown up:
General Lee hastened to the place whete
the cabinet is now assembled.

' safety.

. harbor water.

to get at the keys after they' are once in
the possession of the captain. :

“Anothpt. thing that makes me think'
that the explosion was not accidental
was that the Maine’s principal maga-
zines were nearer the middle of the ship
than her bows. ' If there had been‘en
explosian there many of her
would have been killed. The fact that
the officers escaped almost scatheless
convinees me that the explosive must
have been placed under her bows.”

The - familiarity of Lieutenant Purcell,
of the receiving ship Vermont, with- his
subject; © makes - important . this state-

officers

| ment by him:
‘ “I know the make-up of the Maine by
i ‘heart, and I can only come to the conclu-
. sion that’the cruiser was struck by some

hidden and forgotten mine or torpedo.”
Later.—Of a crew of 450 mcu and of-
ficers, only thirtythree_ are known to be
saved.
Spaniards Think It Accidental.

. Madrid, Feb. 16.—The captain-general |

of Cuba, General Blanco, has cabled the
amthorities here and sent a_similar mes-

to an accident.
Theories In Washington.

Washington, Feb. 16.—Secretary Long
has received the following detailed dis-
pateh from Captain Sigsbee, commander
of the Maine:

“I advise sending a wrecking vessel
at once. The Maine is submerged, ex-

" cept in debris; it is mostly work for div-
'ers now. Jenkins and Merritt are still

missing. There is little hope of their
Those known to be saved are:
Officers, 24 uninjured; crew, 18 wounded;
now on board the Ward Line steamer
City of Washington; at the city hospi-
tal and at hotels, 59, so far as known.
All others went down.on board of the
Maine, making the total lost or missing
253. With general exceptions no offic-
ers nor man has more than part of a
suit of clothing and that is wet with
I am preparing to tele-

1vgmph a list of the wounded and saved.

The News At Washington.

Washington, Feb. 16.—Secretary Dow .
has received the following dispatch frony.|
General Lee: “The Maine was blown
up at Havapa. The explosion occurred
well forward, under the men’s quarters, !
consequently many lives were lost. It!
is believed that all the officers were sav-
ed but Jenkins and Merritt, who are not |
accounted for. The cause of the ex-
plosion has yet to be investigated. Cap-
tain General Blanco and the Spanish'
army and navy officers have rena_:lgred ;
every assistance,. i i
“¥iSigsbee ‘and most of his' officers“are |
on board the steamer City of Washing- |
QOthers are on the Spanish gunboat i
and in the city. I am with Captain
Sigsbee, who has telegraphed the navy
department. “LEB.”

Key West, Fla., Feb, 16.—The light-

<

:' yesterday.,

{ Will send ‘all the wounded to the hospital
.at Havana.” :

The president has decided against send-

: ing another warship to Havana for the

present.
NEWS OF VANCOUVER.
Hold-Up Scare Recalled—Chamber of
Mines Formed.

Vancouver, Feb. 16.—D. Mann has

' chartered - the Joan to take to Wrangel

supplies and men to build the Stikine
river railway wagon road.
The held-up scare of last winter was re-

| called in the Supreme court yesterday.

A school teacher;named Stewart pbtained

rathousand dollars damages frem:J. Wi

Rickers who whilst showing Stewart how
{Ixf would act if held up accidentally shot
m.
A. chamber of mines was formed here
 Hersehell Cohen represents
Vietoria on the committee; Mr. Carlyle

i represents Rossland.

Anold-timer nicknamed “Tap,” whose
real name is Charles Johnson or Jensen,

! a Swede. was burned to death in a fire at

house tender Manfrove sailed for Ha-
vana at 3 o'clock this morning, having
on board several doctors. The steamer
Fern also sailed for Havana. The tor- |
pedo boat Ericson left at midnight with
dispatches from the fleet. No details :
huve been received here regarding the
disaster to the Maine, and the list of the
killed and injured is unobtainable.

The News in London.

London, Feb. 16.—The Globe this after-
noon says:

“Tt is impossible to refrain from the |
suspicion that the explosion was caused
Although anchored, the'

by foul means.

Maine would have steam up in one ofl;

her boilers for the dynamos and auxiliary. |
machinery.

“If an infernal machine was hidden |
in the coal and thrown into the furnace, |
obviously there would be an-explosion of ;
the boiler and as a result of the maga-
zine. That this terrible event should
have occurred in the harbor’ of !
Havana renders a solution to the mystery |
of international importance.” l

Continuing, the Globe says: “The last I
serious disaster of this nature occurred |
in peace time, in - 1881, when H.M.S.
Petrel blew up in the Straits of Magel- |
lan. The verdict of the court was that
is was_caused by the formation of coal '
gas; aﬁother suggestion that a substance
called crotine, a siccative stowed in the
paint room, was responsible. Upon this
occasion there were two distinct explos-
jons, and 142 of a crew of 150 perished.
In the following year there was an ex- '
plosion on board H.M.S. Triumph, which
killed three men. In this case the dis-
aster was traced to the use of crotine
siceative.”

Loundon, Feb. 16.—The headlines of the
afternoon newspapers all hint that, the
disaster points to treachery, either Cuban
or Spanish.: The papérs refer to the ex-
citemient and resentment consequent on |
the Maine’s despatch to Havana.

New York, Feb, 16.—Capt. Geo. Sum-
mer, acting commandant of the Brooklyn

ment regarding the Maine’s‘disaster,- put- |
ting“aside all' considetation’ of the ;n'o'ss%- {
bility of accident: “It is impossible for
the blowing up of the Maine to be due
to accident. The magazines were closed
on Sunday, passage ways and ammuni-l
tion elevators being guarded at all times
by men who were ordered to shoot men
caught tampering with them.”

“Tt would be impossible for any person

| the White Pass route.

| must be severe.

Leamy & Kyles mill at Felse Creek last
night. It is supposed he knocked the

- lamp over and set fire to the sleeping
| place and suffocated before the arrival of

the fire brigade. :
THROUGH THE WHITE PASS.

Work on the Railway to Begin Immedi-
ately by the British Yukon Co.

Montreal, Feb. 15.—C. H. Wilkinson,

| representing the ‘British Yukon Com-

pany, says the construction of a'railroad
through the White Pass, from the head
of the Lynn canal to Lake Bennett, will
be begun immediately by his :company.
The road, which will be forty-five miles
in length, will be completed within nine-
ty days from the begimning of the work.

The British Yukon Company, of which
the Duke of Teek is president. holds a
charter from the' Dominion government
for the construction of the road through
The announce-
ment some weeks ago of the government
having negotiations with Mackenzie &
Mann determined the British Yukon Co.
to build the road over the White Pass at

once.
- The width of the track will be three

feet. six inches. The grade over the

' spass will be three per cent., and at points

where the grade is the steepest what is
known ‘as the *“ A. B, C. ”rail will be
used. 'This rail, which is used in the
Hartz mountains, in Europe, has notch-
es for the grip of a cog wheel which is
part of the locomotive, Mr., Wilkinson
says the road will be completed by the
middle of the summer,

FIVE YEAR’S PENAL SERVITUDE.

Bentence 'Imposed on -Lord Neville, Con-
' victed of : Fraud. :

London, Feb. 15.—In the Central Crimin-
al ' court to-day, Lord Willlam Neville,
fourth 'son of the Marquis of Abergavenny,
who was placed on trial charged with fraud
in connection with the suit of Sam Leads,
money lender, against Spencer Ciay, plead-
ed guilty of fraud, but claimed he was not
guilty of forgery. He was sentenced to five
years of penal servitude. No celebrated
case has ever before. brought such a fash-
ionable crowd to the Old Bailey. roug-

: bams blocked the approaches and ladies in

their’ smartest frocks overflowed the jury
box and barristers’ seats. Lady Nevilie was
present. The prisoner was evidently ill at

. ease, but' he answered to the indictment in |

clear tones. In passing sentence on the
prisoner Judge Lawrence said:

“I’'m sorry to say I've looked in vain: tor
extenuating ‘circumstances. This 1s as had
a case of fraud as it is possible to conceive.

i You have brought shame and dishonor upon

an ancient .and noble family and sorrow

; and suffering upon your nearest and dear-

est. Your crime is great and your sentence

penal servitude for five years.”
The prisoner was hurried off to Newgate

i prison, where he was allowed an: interview
! with his wife and another lady. After the
| Interviews
{ Wormwood Scrubbs prison.

Lord Neville was removed to
The prisoner’s
face did not evince much surprise at the

i severity 'of the sentence, but his unsteady

galt on leaying the priseners’ dock showed
he had ‘been hatd hit. The sentence caused
a great semsation among those present in
court, and many ladies broke into sobs.

CHINESE ATTACKING FOREIGNERS.

Shanghai, Feb. 15.—Authentic reports
have reached here of recent date from all

| sections of the Chinese Empire indicating
: that riot and attack upon foreigners is the

order of the day. The attacks seem to be
those of isolated ruffians rather than a con-
certed action on the part of the populace.

It is that you be kept in % <
J Vietoria,

-ernment banking business at Dawson.

N

Canadian Bank of Commerce Given the
Government Banking Business
at Dawson.

Mr.l!clnnesWa.ntslnformation—-dom-
mitte to Investigate Into Drum-
mond Railway Deal.

the Canadian Bank of Cbmmerce the gov-
The

i bank will take al})(the gold and give drafts

‘ for it on any bank

in Canada and New
York, Chicago and San Francisco, and will
deduct the royalty. The gold will be sent
out of the territory by a military escort.

government was
Stated authorities

aware
at

$G per-day for each escort.

‘also wantéd to know- if: some arrangement ,
‘had- Bot been made - between' the~United |

States. and Canadian’ goyernments ‘doing
away with this
fion.”

Premier Laurier, in reply, said that  the |

arrangement referred to was an unofficial

one and consisted of an understanding that |
issued by the Secre- |
tary of the Treasury which would render
effectual the privilege of bonding Canadian |

regulations should be

goods over the United States territory at
Dyea and Skagway.

These regulations, he said, had been is-
sued, though they had not yet been official-
ly communicated to the Canadian govern-
ment.*“"He belleved that the regulations

! would' prove satisfactory to Canada.

In the house yésterday Sir Wilfrid Lau-

| rier moved that a committee be appointed

[

to investigate the Drummond County rail-
way deal. The committee is comprised as

{ follows: Lister, Carroll, MclIsaac, Morrison,
' Haggart, Borlen (Halifax) and Powell. The
! resolution was changed to suit the Opposi-

tion-and passed. s
Thé papars relating to the Yukon rail-
way, offers were submitted to parliament
yesterday. The Kersey syndicate want-
ed $1,000 a mile for a wagon road from
the Stikine to the Yukon, and $6,000 a
milé for a railway, and blocks of land of
1,500 acres at Fort Selkirk and other
points for stores, etc. 'I'he offer was
withid¥awn January 23, as ‘the syndicate
wouldinot accept a land grant alone nor
build the line by September 1. J. Wes-
ley Alflison, of Montreal, offered for a
British syndicate to build a railroad from
Dyea or Skagway to Dawson. The sub-
sidy: asked was alternate sections of land
24 miles square for each ten miles of rail-
way, 1 3
Arringements have been made with the
government to establish a branch of the
Bank :of Commerce in Yukon for the
handling of bullion and transaction of
Federal government business. Mr. Wells,
maii#ger of the Orangeville branch of the
Bankof OCommnierce, will represent tne
bank;at Dawson. . He is a brother of
Dr. A¥ells, until recently physician to. the

CMteyptedtfohie2 in Yukon,

The debate on the Yukon railway bill
has_ commenced in the Commons. Mr.
Blaicl moved the second reading. Sir
Chanles Tupper strongly opposed the con-
ditions: granted to the contractors and
severely ‘condemned the government for
their' elay in dealing with Yukon mat-
ters. % He said the government had wholly
failed. to show that they were justified
in awarding the contract without tenders.

Cok- Tisdale has charge of the bill of
the Rothschilds’. syndicate, which seeks
to build a railway to the Yukon rviver by
way of the Dalton trail. 'I'he company
is to be known as the Pacific and Yukon
Railway, Navigation and Mining Co.
'The “proposed incorporators are Baron,
Karquhar, 'Hamilton Smith, H. Rosen-
thal, J. H. Lukash, Lionel Phillips, H.
C. Gibbs, and John Ed. Rider, all of
London, England.

Thé interior department have granted
a number of leases for sub-aqueous min-
ing on the Yukon river and tributaries.
Altogether 350 miles of river bed has
been leased, each of the successful ap-
plicants having to pay a rental of $100
per mile for each mile they can dredge.
Mr. Connor, of St. John, gets 8 miles
on the Pelly, McMillan and Henderson
rivers; Perey. Gilmour, of Toronto, gets
20 miles; M. C. Conuolly, 50 miles; a Mr.
McPherson, 60 miles; snd a Mr. Eddwards
30 miles. All available leases were ap-
plied ‘for many times over.

In the house to-day Mr. Maxwell intro-
duced a hill to raise the poll tax on
Chinése from $50 to $500. The bill was
read a first time.

J. A. Mercier, brother of the late pre-
mier of Quebee, has been awarded a
lease for dredging 280 miles of the Yukon
river.”He paid the lease yesterday, which
amounted to $30,000.
yesterday for receiving the amount of
leases, but the time will be extended to
fifteen days.

THE YUKON TRADE. :
‘Washington; D. C., Feb. 15.—The

house committee on merchant marine and
fisheries held a meeting yesterday, going

over the propoesed changes in the navi- |
gation laws to remove the troublesome !

problems ariging in'Algskan commerce.
As a result the committee later favor-
ably reported to the house the Payne
bill, providing for several amendments
to the navigation laws. The bill is fram
ed to meet new conditions-created by
the gold discovery in the Yukon river,
and its objects and efforts are explained
in a comprehensive -report made to the
committe by ~ Secretary Gage. It
strengthens and makes cxplicit the laws
declaring our policy- that the coasting
trade (including the trade between the
rest of the United States and Alaska)

shall be reserved exclusively to American |

vessels and covers explicitly this situa-
tion. - Seagoing vessels can proceed to
St. Michaels, near the mouth of the
Yukon. :

The essential amendment, as pointed
out by Secretary Gage, is on
tion as to whether American goods, con-
signed to Alaskan ports from Seattle,
can be carried in American vessels to
a distance of only 72 miles,

{ be, granted to any person or

| district of Alaska, and to withdraw the

. leee has been duly-accorded to responsible
i OREEE 3 G e B i Persons or ecorporations operating trans-
awa, Feb.”16.—An order in counc as‘

| been passed confirming an agreement giving

i ceding 2,500 pounds for each person pro-

! posing to engage in mining in British Co-
Mr. MclInnes, of British: Columbia, speak- ' g

! ing in the House of Commons, asked if the
that the United
Skagway and Dyea |
continue to compel all purchasers of Cana- |
" dian goods to take an official escort whllel
crossing the disputed #®rritory, and . to pay

Mr. Mclunes = Apout One Thousand People Assemble

“intolerable discrimina- |

T'he time expired '

! viding for railroad right of way in 'Al-vf

TRON THE CAPIAL

aska:

“That permission to enter goods under
bonds; or 'to place them in bonded ware-
houses at the port of Wrangel, in the

same for exportation to any place in
British Columbia or Northwest Terri-
tory, shall not be granted until pro-
clamation by the president of the Unit-
ed States that no exclusive privilege .of
transporting through British Columbia
or the Northwest Territory, goods or
passengers, arriving from or destined for
other portg in Alaska, has been, or will
) corpora-
tion by the government of the Dominion
of Canada; and further, that the privi-

portation lines -in British Columbia or
the Northwest Territories of making di-
rect communication with transportation
lines in aska; and further, that the
Dominion government has consented to
and is allowing the entry, free of duty,
of all miners’ outfits and a supply of pro-
visions .and clothing, the whole not ex-

lumbia or the Northwest Territory.”

THE ISLANDER SAILS

to Witness Her Departure for
the North. :

Over Four Hundred Passengers Leave
on Her—The Man Who Wanted
His Stove.

The steamer Islander sailed for Al-
aska this morning hearing away four |
hundred gold fever “patients,” and, as
is usual now, a crowd of about one thou- !
sand men, women and children thronged !
the wharves to witness her departure.
It was about seven o’clock when th- |
crowd began to gather and hour after
hour it began to swell until the ‘steamer !
sailed at 10:30. The Islander present- |
ed a most picturesque appearance, A'l |
sorts and conditions of men, arrayed in
every manner of habit filled every point |
of vantage along the rails along the !
decks ,and crowds even manned the vat- !
lines exchanging chaff with the sight-
seers on the wharves. At length Cap- |
tain John Irving made his appearance
on the bridge snd the hzwsers were
loosed. Then amidst the cheers, laugh- |
ter and shouts of the crowd, both on the !
wharves and on the steamer, as well as
a canine chorus from  three hundred
dogs on board, the big passenger steamer
swung ‘away from her wharf and grace-
fully steamed out of the harbor,

The Islander had a good grip of the
water, having over 400 tons of food
stuffs and provisiors of all kinds, outfits |
and too's stowed in her hold and- be-
tween decks. Nhe was obliged to leave '
a quantity of freight behind which will |
be taken up on the steamer . Princess |
Louise at the end of the week, togethe
with a number of passengers who were
unable to secure accommodation on the
Istander.

An amysing incident was witnessed
on the wharf early this morning, One of
the passengers of the Islander who gives
the name of Ben—"I got no other,” he
says—wanted fo start life “as it is on |
the KTo;sH‘)fe banks” at once. -He went
to the freight clerk of the 'steamer and
demanded his stove and a sack of flour,
“so that he could cook a few flap-jacks
for breakfast,  As ‘the stove and flour
were twn small * packages mixed with
about four hundred tons of other pack-
ages. he did not get them. He procur-
ed a breakfast, however, without being
instrumental’ in its preparation.

OPINIONS CHANGING.

Now it iys “Vive Zola!” and “A Bas
PArme ! ”—Sentimental
Parisians.

New York, Feb. 15.—A djspatch to the
Herald from I :ris says:

A remarkable change was manifested
yesterday in the demeanor of the public
toward Emile Zola. In the crowds of
people who collected outside the Palais
de Justice there 'could not have been
more than a dozen or so at the most who
went with the express intention of mani-
festing their feeling for or against Zola.

At 10 o’clock there were few people in
the Galerie' de Harley, facing the Place
Dauphine, and when Zola arrived at the
Quai des Orfevres the number was not .
perceptibly increased. He was greeted
with a few_cries of “A bas Zola,” and
“Vive Zola,” with an accompaniment of ;
whistles from a small body of anti-Sem- .
ites, but the notable fact was that there
were no cries of “Vive ’Arme” when the
military witnesses arrived. !

An incident in the early afternoon pro-
vided matter for much gossip. Prince |
Henri d’Orleans presented himself at the !
court, but was refused entrance because |
he was not provided with a special per- !
mit. i

Now the question arises, to what can !
we attribute this change from the demon- |
strations of last week?

Theé answer can only be one of two

i things, either the police previously em- :
i ployed agents as provocateurs, who are |

now “withdrawn, or the publie feeling to-
ward ' Zola has been influenced in hig
favor by the reading of the reports of the
trial.

REDISTRIBUTION.

To the Editor:—The 8Speech Trom the
Throne delivered -on Thursday, at the form- i
al.opening of the parliament buildings, con-
tains martter, the discussion of which, must
make this last session of the seventh par-
liament a' memorable one in the history of
our province. The most important’ matter,
the one which occupies our attention al-
most to the exclusion of any .other, is the
question of redistribution. As you are
aware, sir, great developments have taken .
place in East and West Kootenay, and in
Rast Yale, necessitating the granting of
proper representation to the many hun-!
dreds- -of voters now in those districts. |
What the- government proposes to do to- |
wards meeting this need has not yet tran- |
spired, but the leading organ of the Opposi-
tion im - this city, speaking for the party
here; expressed the hope that ‘‘the langu-

' age of the clause in the Speech referring °

and at Victoria be put on British vessels !
to be carried to Dyea, about 900 miles, |

or to St. Michaeks, about 2,000 miles.
The treasury department has ruled that
this is a violation of the laws reserving
the’coasting trade to American vessels.
The policy of the United States, Sec-

| their anetto in. this case,

retary Gage says, is to confine carrying

by water, “of the whole voyage,” be-
tween American ports, to American ves-
gels, and section 1 of the bill is believed
to explicitly affirm this policy and remove
all doubt,

Washington, Feb. 15.—Senator Hans-
brough yesterday offered the following
amendment to the House bill pending
before the committee on - public lands,

extending the homestead laws and pro-:

the ques- : present seats

| bers

to redistribution is strictly and literally ac- i
curate; and that a redistribution of the |
without any addition to the |
membership in the house is what the gov- |
ernment proposes.” In other words, it pro- |
poses that members should be transferred |
from some districts now over-represented |
to those -above mentioned. The over-
represented districts are without doubt
Vietoria - City, Hsquimalt and Cowichan, |
and it is from them that the mem- !
must be taken. From gov- |
ernment ' supporters . in’' those - districts |
we eannot hope for any assistance, it being i
fair to‘assume that they would adopt as |
‘“What we have |
we’ll hold.”” The question for us here is |
this:—What sympathy and asistance can |
we..rely upon receiving from the Liberal |
party, and other residents of those dis-
tricts, who are opposed to the present gov- ’
ernment; in our endeavor to bring about |
that measure of just redistribution referred
to in the News-Advertiser's leading article
of Februarv 12th? A few words in the
editorial columns of your journal would be |
of great value and would be most thank- i
fully received. £ AWK. |
Vancouver, Feb. 12th, 1898.

THE STORMY PACIFIC

The Steamers Amur ard Pakshan Ex-
perience Heavy Storms on the
Way Across.

The Pakshan To-8ail on Saturday—
The Edith-Arrives—Review of
January's Shipping.

The British’ steamer Amur, Captain
Mears, arrived at Honolulu on ¥ebrnary,
oth on her way to Viectoria from North
Borneo, to go into the service of the
Klondike Mining, I'rading and I'ransport
Company. The Amur had a terrible ex-
perience on her way over, experiencing
sixteen days of the worst kind of weath-
er. Once she was thrown on her beam
ends and her eoal cargo shifted, and
Captain Mears thought she would never
recover herself, Heavy seas swept over
her decks, carrying away the after deck-
house, crushing two boats and staving in
the chart-house.  The deck fastenings
were all more or less loosened and the
steamer battered. up generally. Were 1t
not that she is staunchly built and a good
sea boat, she could never have survived
the terrible battering she received. Ac-
eording to Captain Mears’ statement, the
Amur sailed from Lahuan, North Borneo,
thirty days ago. On the second day out
the heavy weather set in and she had
head winds and seas all the way to lati-
tude 20 N.; longitude 157 E. When the
chart-housc was  stove in and flooded,
Captain Mears lost many valuable pa-
pers, and 2.000 cigars, and his clothing
and instruments were well nigh destroyed
by the salt water. Luckily no one was
injured in the wreckage. 'I'he Amur is
a steamer of ahout 1,000 tons, schooner
rigged, and was built in London in 1890,

. especially stauneh, as frozen meat car-
| goes are carried:-suspended. She has lots

of reon ’tween decks and fifteen large
va-n.'txlat.ors supply plenty of fresh air.
Her bnild is such that she can be readily!
ﬁt_ted out to accommodate a large number
of passengers. ‘When in good trim the
Amur can steam twelve miles an nhour
under ordinary pressure. Afrer spending
three .days in the Hawaiian port the

: Amur left for Victoria on Tuesday last.

After a stormy voyage of thirty days
from Hongkonx, the Washington & Al-
as]gz' Steamship Company’s latest ac-
quiSition, the steamer Pakshan. Captain
.Toneg. tied up at the outer wharf this
morning. Soon after her arrival a erowd

. of carpenters began to build stalls for

horses, extra berths, and make other ar-
rangements to fit the vessels for the Al-
asken trade, She will sail <= Satarday,
carrying a large mumber of passengers
northward, the majority of whém have

. been awaiting her in this city, where they,

have outfitted, for many days; The Pak-
shan was formerly the Angier Head, of
the Angier line. She is an iron screw
steamer of 1,976 tons, 286 fet long, 36
feet beam and 26 feet deep, built in 1881
&t Middlesboro.

] R

The steam fishing schooner Edith, twa
weeks overdue, and which was supposed
to have been lost, reached 'I'acoma in
safety yesterday with her usual cargo of
hahbut. Her delay was caused by ex-
ceedingly ‘rough weather, including driv-
ing snow storm; a heavy gale from the
noriseast and heavy seas.

The Northern Pacific liner Tacomai
sailed from Yokoliama . for this port on
February 12th. ' She ‘is due to arrive
about February 26th. The Columbia will
sail for the Orient on Saturday.

No more steerage passergers ‘can be
taken on the steamer Warallon, and few
berth(si for first class passengers remain
unsold.

The steamer Queen is scheduled to sail
for Alaskan ports to-morrow, and the
Australia on February 26th.

CASSIAR CENTRAL RAILWAY.

Inergetic Actior. by the Company ia
Pushing Development Work,

On inquiry st the office of the Cassiar
Central Railway Company as to the lat-
est information relative to the progress
of the company’s operations, a Times re-
porter was informed that the company
has just purchased at Portland a large
stern wheel steamer., capable of ecarry-
ing 250 tons, which will be employed in
transporting the company’s prospectors,
mining and railway supplies up the Stik-
ine. One of their engineers is now in
the mining districts engaging experienc-
ed miners te prospect for the company,
and he hopes to be able to engage a large
body of men. Very liberal Inducements
will be offered to good men in the way,
of wages, food and a share'in the profits,
to induce them to prospeect in Cassiar.

The company have under considera-
tion a scheme by which prospectors who
are working on their own account wilk
have every facility afforded them foxr
mining. Arrangements will be made to
supply food at practicaily cost price, as
well as the delivery of the same to the
various points in the country where min-
ing operations are being carried on, to

{ save men the necessity of leaving their

work and tramping long distances to ob-
tain their supplies.

The compuny's general manager will
arrive shortly, snd take charge of the
interior operations: competent assayers
are also on the voad, and a complete as-

| saying plant will be erected in the neigh-

borhood of Dease lake., This will un-
doubtedly be a great boon to prospectors
who have hitherto -been: unahle to- as-
certain the value of their finds.

A staff of men is now engaged in con-
structing warehouses and buildings for
the company, and surveyors are alsec at
work on the railway line.

The company hopes to find employment
for several hundred men, and are con-
fident that their enterprise will be an
immense boon t«)J}Smining community.

HE WAS ONCE WEALTHY.

It is learned that Parker McXKenazie,
who was asphyxiated in his room at the
Australian Hotel on Monday, was for-
merlv a wealthy cattleman in Alberta,
N.W.T., and that his parents and one
sister now reside at Edmonton. A co-
incidence in ronnection with his death
is that a brother, C. P. McKenzie, died
unnder mysterious circumsftances on the
Silverton trail in Washington state some
vears ago. After leaving Alberta Parker
MeKenzie joined his brother at Silverton
and was with him largely interested. in
the Silverton townsite, which a vear ago
was very valuable property. The de-
strmetion of the Everett & Monte Cristo
railway eansed a collapse in the real
estate values at Silverton. and MeKenzie
decided to make an: attempt to build up
his fortune in the Yuken. One of the
cirenmstances  in . connection with his
death. the faet that. althongh known
be on his wav narth. he had no outfit, §s
arnarently explained by the fact that he
ntonded tn meet a pavty. inelnding -hig
beathep, fram the Northwoest, hare, Me-
Wen=ia wag a nrominent wolitician in
Snohamish conntv, where hie had been
warking a< a survever and confractor,
Hie friends in Snohomish seout the idea

! that his death was premeditated.




