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get aequainted the best way the coall.
“I trust we shall each do our
gratify Ilelen's hope,’
giving Alfred Charlton her bhand.
“] am sure [ shall iy to do my part

aid Miss Beresford,

well,” answered Charlton earnestly.
“1 don't think we shall find much diffi-
culty in gelling acquuinted,” said Miss

Beresford. *lelen has told me so much
about you lhul‘} feel as if 1 koew you
already.”

“l am much
Charlton.

Aund then the conversation branched off
into other fields, and before hie hud known
her an hour, Alfred Charlion felt that they
had been acquainted for years.

“You must be careful, my good fellow,”
that ni. ht, when he
“No falling in

obliged to her,” langhed

he said 0 himself
was alone “in  his room.
love with this woman.”
It was easy enough for Charlton to tell
himself that he must ot full in love with
'Miﬂa(,Bum.\ford. It was not so sfight a
Befure he

knew it, he had compromised his heart.

e would yearn for that which had come
so near and was so far away. 1lis life
would lack the flowetwhirh shoullerown
every man’s life with that of Gompleteness.

“Bat I must not think of it in that
way,” he said, as he looked "the matter,
fairly in the face. “If I allow myself to,
it will only muke-it the hurder for me to
accept the situation.  Hhe iy not for me,
and that settles it.”

1ie was going up to town one-day’ Two
gentlemen, who bad been stopping at
Richmond for a 1aw days, Svere in the
town, but they did not sée him, as it was
a large saloon anriage with three com;
partments, separated. by law partitions.

“By the way,” spoke up one of them,
“what do you think. that pffair bolwveen
Miss Beresford and young Charlton will
ambunt to ?”

“Nothing, of conrse,” was the other's
reply. “He's poor, yon know and the
Beresfords ape:prond ny JLuwifer. They
would yeongider § themsclves torr xhl, di&
bmccd if she were o make such a mateh”

“But she” scems in, earnést,”" said ‘his
companion,

“Yes, I know that,” replied the other.
“Women ofter seem to be in earnest, you
know."”

#Then you don't think she cares for

best to,dro-ped before Lis glance, and a soft color

suffused her face.

e found the poem, and began to read.

“Stop,” she said, softly, when he had
half finished it. “Will you please read
thosc last verses agnin ? I think they are
80 beautiful.” (
He looked at her again,
but hor face was in a shadow:

searchingly,

The spring is brightest at its birth,
And love is not liké wine ;

Not honiored less than him who heirs
Is he whe founds a line.

Full lightly shall the prize be won.
If love be fortume’s spury

For never maiden stoops to him
Who lifts himself to her. "3

_“I think Whittier has written nothing
more beaatiful than that,” she said. “If
the world only iook at it in that light, how
much better it would be for all of us.”
" “But it wen't,” he cried, passionately-
“It never judges people from a standpoint.”
“What is the opinion eof the world
worth ?” she asked, turnimg her face to
him. “If these who are so intimately con-
cernad understand each other, it matters
very littlg"or nothing at all what ether
peoplesay.”
“I am g ing away,” he said, suddesly.
He bad come to the conclusion that he
esuld not trust himself any longer. e
would get away from the sound of her
voice and her haunting eyes. '
“When ?" she asked,
“Po morrow,” he answored.
must go; betier go at once.
“And 80 our happy stimmer is at an
end !”" she said, softly, with a little sigh-
4t has beon a very pleasant one to me.
Very, very pleasant.”
"Good-bye " he: said, getting up and
coming - tor her side, with outstretehed
hand. “Perhaps you think it strange that
I go away in this hasty fashion ; but—yoeun
would ‘net if you understood my reasons
It is better for me, for both of us It
would have been 'bottor if I had gone
‘wovks ago.
‘She gave him her hand, and he felt it
tremble in his. A
“Before you go, I want you to tell me
that it is from no act o werd of mine that
whe said, look-
“I have not

Since he

‘ou are going to loave us,”
going y

train saluted us with cheers and;the gro
Neither i

before the sound could reach our ears itlfew rears ot nctivity wt be nppeas-
“In love, I am | was beyond hearing. Train Despateh ; !
Noble reported that six miles botween

Highwood and Ridgeton were made

senger

and she covered her face to hide the cen-
locomotive wi was heard ! head. - A the e {

fusion there.

“[ am poor in everything but love!” ho
said, coming close to her.
richer than a king. If you will take that,
and brave the opinion of the world, it is
yours."”

“I - will take it,” she said;
world may sdy what it will.”
He took her in his arms, and kissed
her. Il felt that he had no right to throw |
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