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STRENGTH OF GOVERNMENT
SUPPORT SHOWN AT LAST
NICHT'S MEETING IN CITY

PREMIER FOSTER

GIVEN ENTHUSIASTIC RE

AND COLLEAGUES

CEPTION

Effective Reply to Opposition Criticism; All
the Candidates Heard by Audience Which
Packed Theatre; Falsity of Opposition State-
ments Driven Home

The enthusiastic reception accorded the candidates of the Foster govern-
Theatre last night augurs well for the sup-
The audience listened with rapt attention to the
brought out by the speakers and though the meeting lasted
that many were unable to

ment in St, John city at the Imperial
port being given to the party.
many salient points
watil eleven o'clock, and despite the fact
the interest was maintained to the end.

and spontaneous as the excellent record of the Foster administration was re-
viewed and placed in striking contrast to the methods employed by the aspirants
for power among the Murray-Baxter clique. The reception accorded Premier
doubt his strength and that of his col-
He dealt effectively with the charges concerning the
lime-tock site in Brookville and showed how hopelessly absurd and groundless
were the charges made by opposition newspapers and speakers. P, D. McAvity

Foster showed without the shadow of a
feagues in the constituency.

presided at the meeting.
Mz, Seully.

Mr. Scully was introduced as the first
8 of the evening. He was well
received by the audience ‘and did not
speak at great length because of his de-
sirc to allow time to Premmer Foster,
Hon. Dr. Roberts and Mr. Hayes. But
he spoke forcibly. He said he felt hon-
ored in being selected a second time as a
candidate on the good government ticket
and that if elected he would do all in
his power to further the interests of St.
John and the province as a whole.

the support of working men for the
tegislation it had promulgated. The gov-
ernment had adopted the W orkingmen's
Compensation act—the best of its kind

in Canada—and a decided improvement | would have done

over the old state of affairs. ‘t'’he boards
he explained, took up a case now 8o
as it was reported and there was no

receiving government aid.

He added that more progressive legis—| built up a
lation had been enacted by the govern- | this province.

Foster than by any |qe. peaith D ¢ t

went of Hon. Mr,
other provincial government in the Do-
minion of Canada in the last twenty

years.

Mr. Scully told his hearers that the
comprehensive water power development
policy of the Foster government was an
important step in the right direction.
Water power development with the sup-
plying of cheaper electricity would be of
great benefit to municipalities which
would get light at nominal charges s«nd
would enable manufacturers io obtain
power at the lowest possible cost. Power
development meant much for the de-
velopment of the province as a whole.
The speaker paid a warm tribute to
Premier Foster, Hon, Dr. Roberts and
Hon. P. J. Veniot, minister of public
works. Messrs, Roberts and Veniot had
made splendid records in their depart-
ments—public health and public works.

Mr. Scully said that the present situa-

' tion called for a continuation of a pro-
gressive, business-like government, but
the people could not get a better govern-
ment than they demanded, and it was
for them to say whether they would
have good government at Frederitcon or
not. He asked the people of St. Joun
to send four men to Fredericton to sup-
ort the Foster administration which had
fulfilled all proper demands made upon
it, but if the people did not support the
government they would go back to the
old regime. Mr. Scully was cheered
when he sat down.

Hon. Dr. Roberts,

Hon. Dr. Roberts’ popularity was
demonstrated again by the cordial re-
ception he received. He said he was
pleased to have the opportunity of ad-
dressing such a large and representative
audience of electors of the city of St,
John. The large audience enthusiastical-
ly applauded him when he said that he
appeared as an ambassador for good gov-
ernment for the province of New Bruns-
wick. He felt proud to be a New Bruns-
wicker. When one considered that the
province possessed beautiful mountains,
hills and valleys, long stretches of agri-
cultural areas, lakes and streams; ‘when
one considered that the province had
mineral possessions, iron, coal and other
valuable minerals; and when one con-
sidered that on two sides of this prov-
ince there were two subsidiaries of the
Atlantic ocean which provided a won-
derful fishing industry; when one con-
sidered the water falls, none more numer-
ous than in this province; when one con-
sidered these things, why should not the
people be proud of being called residents
of New Brunswick. When one considered
the natural resources of the proviece onc
asked why other provinces with no
greater natural resources and no greater
gifts of nature were going ahead by leaps
and bounds while we had made but little
progress. The government of this prov-
ince had been endeavoring to find out
why the province had not gone ahead as
it ought to have done in the years Dbe-
tween 1912 and 1917. Were the gentle-
men who had charge of affairs at that
time carrying out beneficial legislation?
No. The province was taking care of
itself and the gentlemen in question were
performing acts, to say the least, not

ﬁg’—-—_—g

4",:—_::1\:?——1:1:_——_21;”

Coffee oubles

~whether vexation over
high price or irritability
"from disturbed nerves-
vanish when you

change to

INSTANT POSTUM

Now's a good time to try
this delightful drink of ever

increasing popularity.

CANADIAN PosTuM CEREAL CO. LTD. Windsor. Ontario.

He | going
| thought the government was entitled to|overseas shedding their life’s blood.

\
\
|

1

!
i

soon | boys
de- | tlefields.
lay in the injured person or his family | conduct took place.

l}

secure seats
The rounds of applause were frequent

honorable. It was left to Hon. Mr. Fos-
ter to take charge of the affairs of the
province and make the best of the con-
dition of affairs as he found them. The
premier started out to take stock of con-
ditions as they were. Had he not done
so the government might have been
charged by its opponents with com-
mitting some of the deeds and depreda-
tions committed by them.

Hon. Dr. Roberts said he would like to
call attention to the fact that while de-
ception was being practised and gruft
on in this province our boys jwere

'The men in charge of the old govern-
ment were doing everything else but
look after the affairs of the province. If
they had had one grain of loyalty they
what they could to
make the province a better one for the
who returned from European hat-
It was regrettable that such
Since Hon. Mr. Fos-
ter took charge of affairs in 1917 he had
progressive administration 101
(Cheers).

‘Hon. Dr. Roberts then told of the §
numerous reforms which had been in-
troduced and carried out for the benefit
of the public health. He had had to
defend his department from the bolts
of sarcasm and other marks of criticism:
from the opposition side, particularly
from Hon. Dr. Baxter, who had said
that the department was nothing short
of an incubus, which means literally a
nightmare. The speaker had no doubt
Hon. Dr. Baxter had found the public
health administration somewhat of a
nightmare. (Laughter and applause.)

The minister told how in many ways
the health policy of the government was
benefitting the province and aiding in
increasing its population by keeping
down the mortality list, particularly
among infants. In some districts of the
province under the old order of things
three hundred out of one thousand in-
fants died before they reached the age
of twelve months. The health depart-
ment was endeavoring to prevent this
needless loss of life. He also told of a
system to aid the mentally deficient in
youth. The department was inspecting
the water and milk supplies and other-
wise protecting the health of the people
and would give much attention to the
housing problem, including sanitation.

Hon. Dr. Roberts said he would sup-
port a bill to enable the province to
vote on the issue of permitting or pre-
venting the importation of liquor. His
position on the side of prohibition was
well known. In conclusion, he said that
the voters knew the record of the gov-
ernment and they knew that there had
been no dishonesty and no scandals, and
he appealed for a hearty endorsation on
Saturday next.

R. T. Hayes.

R. T. Hayes was enthusiastically
greeted by the audience as they recog-
nized another old friend. He began by
saying that it was not necessary for him
to make an apology for appearing be-
fore them. He was in very hearty ac-
cord with the government and he ap-
proved of the way in which it had car-
ried on the business of the province.
There had been no breath of scandal
and all should feel happy that the good
name of the province had been restored
in the way it had been. (Cheers.)

He felt pride in the fact that the prov-
ince was known throughout Canada and
in the United States for its advanced
legislation. In Toronto in May when
health delegates and welfare workers
from all the provinces attended a con-
vention it gave him a feeling of satis-
faction and pride to find how the other
provinces were looking to New Bruns-
wick for leadership in health legisla-
tion. Mr. Hayes said if elected he
would favor all expenditures made wise-
ly and prudently for Hon. Dr. Roberts’
department. He would rather see the
babies of the province saved than their
place .taken by immigrants, and he was
not opposed to an aggressive immigra-
tion policy either. Hon. Dr. Roberts
intended to make his department more
useful than before.

Mr. Hayes felt that prohibition was
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ment was still an issue,

This election was not

no longer a political or social questions
but a fact. The question of enforce-
and he wanted
to say that he stood for the proper en-
forcement of the act. He would sup-
port any means which tended to give
the people an opportunity to pass upon
the question of importation, and he took
it that they did ‘not want importation.
being conducted
on political lines, continued Mr. Hayes.
The government was not appealing
along party lines, but was appealing to
members of all parties on the strength
of its record for good government. The
citizens were looking very favorably
upon the candidates of the Foster gov-
ernment and he had not much doubt as
to the outcome on October 9. He trusted
they would return the premier, Hon.
Dr. Roberts, Mr. Scully and himself. He
was not personally anxious to go to
Fredericton as he considered he had
earned- some holidays; he was rather
surprised when he found he was a can-
didate, but he felt he had a duty to
perform and he asked all to support the
good government ticket on Saturday.

Premier Foster.

Greeted with cheers and the sustained
applause of the audience, Premier Foster
then arose to deliver what was later
decribeds as one of the most eloquent
addresses of his career.

He reviewed the causes which had
made it necessary for the Clarke-Flem-
ing-Murray-Baxter party to withdraw
from office in October, 1917, after five
years of thoroughly bad service. ‘When
the party which he representcd met to
form its government in the autumn of
1917, he was chosen leader and since that
time he has enunciated several policies
which he purposes to work out if he is
to continue at the helm of the govern-
ment of the province.

With regard to the expenditures of
the government, he said that a progres-
sive policy should not be hampered by
the ahsence of a few dollars and ihat
New Brunswick must keep pace with
the advancement of the rest of Canada.
Names in the present campaign did not
count for anything, he said, for the peo-
ple were not voting for the persons but
for their policies and principles. The op-
position had said that it was standing for
the same principles as it did in 1917 und
in that case he did not think that any
voter should hesitate to vote for the
government.

Premier Foster then took up some of
the criticisms that have been made at
various meetings of the opposition lead-
er and followers, and then, in a master-
ly exposition of the true facts, described
the financial condition of the province as
it was at October 81, 1917, when the
Murray-Baxter aggregation went out of
power and as it stood at the present
time. Instead of the vaunted surplus of
812,000 which the opposition had claimed
in October, 1916, there was a deficit of
more than $1,000,000; entries in the gov-
ernment books were false and in order
to try o save their reputations, the lead-
ers of the party had collected from the
contractors of the St. John-Quebec rail-
way the sum of $33,000 which had been
entered as a payment on potatoes for
the Belgians, potatoes which were rot-
ting in the warehouses.

Deals With Opponents.

With regard to the statement made by
L. P. D. Tillev that Premier Foster had
been defeated, Mr. Foster gsaid it was
not for Mr. Tilley but for the people to
say whether that were the fact or nol.
Personally he was not making any pre-
dictions, but Mr. Tilley had sat as a
member from St. John in the house since
1912 and if he did not know about the
transactions that were made there by the
Baxter-Murray aggregation, he was not
a fit representative of the people.

Hon. Mr. Baxter, the speaker said, had
criticized the issue of bonds to pay for
bridges, roads and other important pub-
lic works and yet he, while in power,
had assisted in the issue of bonds for the
Yayment of the famous patriotic potatoes,
eaving the interest and principal with-
out a sinking fund and setting no time
for the payment of the bonds. The op-
position charges of extravegance, claim-
ing a deficit of $802,000 in four years were
branded by the premier as false. The
amount as he could prove was $327,-
854.34, and a considerable portion of
that was for the Valley railroad.

Payment for the roads, the premier
said, would be made by the automobile
owners of the province; he did not want
the burden laid upon the working men
and those who were not so well able
to enjoy them as the motorist was. He
also referred to the marketing of bonds
in Great Britain, saying that he had
been able to reduce the holdings of Bri-
tish investors by $259,000 and had saved
for the province some $974,482 by walch-
ing the British money market. This had
heen questioned by a member from St
John named Mr. Potts, but he did not
intend to pay any attention to Potts at
all. (Laughter and applause). -

Though Mr. Tilley had said the coun-
try was going into debt he had evidence
to prove that the finances of the province
were never in higher esteem with leading
brokers and commercial houses than they
are NOw.

Reference was made to the marketing
of bonds to the value of $2,000,000 on
the American market the speaker con-
sidering that with a return to the nor-
mal, as exchange is “becoming, it had
meant a saving of $100,000 or more to
the province.

The Lime Purchase.

Certain interested parties who, for
their own reasons, had been antagonistic
to the establishment of a government
lime plant for the production of fer-
tilizer for the farmers at Brookville, had
endeavored to bring the question into
the political campaign and, by publish-
ing a series of false statements, made it
appear that the purchase of the tract
of land at Brookville by the govern-
ment containing lime deposits was an
unfavorable proposition from the stand-
point of the public. They contrasted
the purchase of the Melvin property,
which contained about 116 acres for
about $5,000 or $43 an acre and they
had said in plain terms “It is a lime-
stone tract.”

Any one who knew the Melvin prop-
erty and who drove along the road be-
tween St. John and Rothesay, alongside
of which it is situated, could see at a
glance how very many acres were not
limestone property at all and, if the|
purchase price of $5,000 was divided by
the number of acres available for good

than any |nobody kn

was not k

very much more valuable
other in the vicinity.

Now as to its quality; just so soon
as these misstatements appeared in the
press, the secretary for agriculture was
communicated with and he replied at
once, stating that E. N. Taylor, while
director of soils and fertilizer investiga-
tion, had made a close analysis of the
Brookville lime at Truro Agricultural
College and found that the deposits at
Brookville contained 93.15 per cent cal-
cium carbonate. According to the pub-
lished statement of the opposition the
calcium carbonate on the Melvin lot
was only 91.4 per cent, and it was
stated| at the same time that the cal-
cium carbonate of the government lot
bought from Mr. Adams was only 45.14
per cent. Where they got their analysis
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the new plant.
might be interesting for the public to
agricultural department of the province.
Bought From Political Opponent.
Everyone in the vicinity knew H. G-

was appointed to that position by

chairman of that district.
ment did not buy from
his friendly disposition nor

Independent Analysis,

The government bought from Me.
Adams because he furnished them
with proof of the
fime that was on

up by
151. J. Butler, when general

Steel Company.
fetter dated Nov.

& Paper Company,
fetter dated Dec. 18, 1917, gave the

Brookville as 9453 per cent.
would be

public ‘with far greater readiness
than the statements
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Fach package of «Diamond Dyes” contains direc-
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linen, cotton or mixed goods. Buy “Dijamond Dyes”

—no other kind—then Perfect results are
before. Druggist has “Di

the interests of the opposition party,
which sought to make it appear that
the lime fertilizer was not of proper
value. The government had protect-
ed the people from every viewpoint
in regard to the manufacture of lime
fertilizer, both as to its quality and
as to its price, and such misstate-
ments as had been made, for the
sake of political advantage, would
not impress the electors to the dis-
advantage of the administration.

Compensation Act.

Premier Foster also ‘ouched on the
Workmen’s Compensation Act, saying
that so long as he was in power the act
would operate; he referred to the
stumpage question, the development of

ﬁaﬁty of the
s property,
the statements of suc!
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carbonate of the rock at |hydro-electric power in the province and
gave his pledge and his honor that if
returned with his colleagues he would
carry through every policy he had an-
nounced to a successful conclusion.
With regard to a further tightening
of the prohibition act, he said that, if
returned, he would bring before the
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lutely the importation of intoxicants in-
to the province. In this regard he al-
ways held that a moral question should
not be made a political issue and he
would not compel any one to use other
than his own judgment in regard to the
matter, as he believed that every indi-
vidual has the right to say what he
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lime rock, it would be found that there
was not so much difference in the com-
parative prices paid as the opponents |
of the government would make it ap-
pear.

As a matter of fact, the limestone |
property of H. G. S. Adams at Brook-!
ville was considered far more valuable
than any other because, in the first
place, it was situated right at the door
of the C. N. R. at Brookville and, by
the building of a very short spur, which
has been done, cars could be run right
into the mill and loaded at the smallest
possible expense.

In addition, it was adjacent to H-ury
Cove, where vessels could enter and be
loaded with limestone for any point in
the interior of the province along the
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rivers St. John and Kennebeccasis, into
Grand Lake and Washademoak and so ,

far as Fredericton, without the expense {
of railway carriers. This advantage
made the lime property of Mr. Adains
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