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they arg_enc’éuraged, stimulated and confi- | the reasons why such an animal is good.and
dent and this has been very largely due to| such another animal is bad. This work has

work which Mr. Hodson has been able to
do in helping them, advising them, and en-
couraging them in their work. TUntil we
went out to=British Columbia between one
.and two years ago, the farmers of British
Columbia were hardly in touch with the
farmers of the eastern part of Canada at all,
but since that visit there has sprung up an|
enormous trade between Ontario and the
far west. 1 will get, before I finish this
item, a short statement of the amount of
stock that has been sold there. Since the
1st of January last, I think I am correct

when I make the statement that the sale
of $60,000 worth of stock has been arrangead
by the efforts of Mr. Hodson alone inde-
pendently altogether of any other pur- |
chases or sales: with which he had no-|
thing to do of stock from Ontario to Bri- |
tish Columbia and the North-west Terri-
tories. 3

Mr. CLANCY. Where was that want sup- |
plied from before ?

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE.
They did not get this stock at all. Their!
live stock interests seemed to be almost
dead and they were not pushing ahead at
all, but lately they have been trying tof
get live stock as they have seen an opening;"
in the markets for it. Anything that they |
did get in the past they got from the south
of the line. There were a few odd ship-
ments of stockers from Ontario to the |
North-west Territories and British Colum-
bia until the last year and a half, but dur- |
ing the last year and a half there has been(
a constant stream, not only of pure-bred |
animals for breeding purposes, but of stock- |
ers which have been bought in Ontario and
shipped to the west for the purpose of feed-
ing them and then re-selling them as finish-
ed animals. That trade has sprung up,
and has been the direct result of bringing
into contact the people in the east with the
people of the west, and which but for this
would probably have gone on in the old
limited way in which the trade was going
on. Then Mr. Hodson has started one or
two good movements which are of value
to the country. He has worked in con-
Junction with the farmers of Ontario in the
improvement and the large increase of what
is known as the Fat Stock Show at Guelph.
This takes place every December, and I
will venture to call it the great gathering
of the agricultural interests of Canada every
year, especially those connected with the
live stock interests. Men go there from
all over the country. They have there
large audiences gathered together. They
have not only the exhibition and the com-
petition of live stock in cattle, sheep, swine
and poultry, but they have also addresses
delivered on practical subjects, taking the
animals which have been competing in the

ring and pointing out their excellencies and
Hon. Mr. FISHER.

had a tremendous educative influence and
it has been giving very great results from
the fact that the institute workers from
the province of Ontario and from the other
provinces as well have been brought there
and heard these addresses, have seen these
animals, have mixed with' one another and
exchanged experiences and ideas. These
men to-day are going all over the Dominion
of Canada and carrying the results of what
they heard at that great gathering to the
people. This part of the show was or-
ganized by Mr. Hodson. For the last two
years he has, with my approval and con-
currence, managed practically the addresses
and the gathering together of the people
at this fair. In addition this winter we
have organized and stimulated and worked
up a similar fair at Amherst, N.S., for the
benefit of the maritime provinces. We had
a most successful gathering there exactly
similar to the great show at Guelph, and
it is an augury for the future of the live
stock interests of the maritime provinces
that the town of Amherst passed a by-law
devoting $12,000 to the erection of buildings
for the continuance of this fair, so that it
is an assured thing that such a fair will
be in existence in the maritime provinces in
the future as that which is in existence at
Guelph. Mr. Hodson has inaugurated
another work which will be of the greatest
benefit to the- country. That is in con-
nection with the ordinary agricultural so-
ciety exhibitions throughout the country.
There has been great difficulty in regard to
these exhibitions in getting competent
judges, judges who were known and whose
judgments would be accepted. Mr. Hod-
son has undertaken to help the agricultural
societies to get these gentlemen. We have
spent some little money in my department
for this purpose. 'We have been able to
send men who are recognized as authorities
on different lines of stock. Mr. Hodson has
been able to inaugurate another thing which
I believe is going to be of the greatest bene-
fit and importance, and it is the system of
the judges giving to the people who are
assembled to see their judgment the reasons
for their judgment and explaining why it
is that one animal deserves the prize and
the other does not. That has been done to
a certain extent last fall, and it was a re-
markable success; so successful indeed that
the officers of these societies have been
urging on us that it should be continued.
In this way, and in other ways that are
contemplated, Mr. Hodson’s work will ren-
der these agricultural exhibitions much more
beneficial to the people.

The next division is what I might call the
dairy division. It comprises the work at
headquarters ; the work of running the
creameries in the North-west Territories ;
the work of the assistant dairy commis-
sioner in the province of Quebec ; the grant



