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proverbial Irishman, “agin the government/*
The Military Service Act Is the same measure prac

tically which, Is In force' in Great Britain and the 
United States;, and on which Australia is again about 
to express its opinion. The removal of any miscon
ception will help In due degree the great cause of the 
world’s liberty and peace. -

iBy P. Tye. C
In view of the faet that Germany's U- 

boat blockade (so-called) Is attempting to 
Starve Ragland Into defeat, what are 
England’s farmer» doted to produce wheat 
at home?

The answer is somewhat complicated.
It this were to be another Thirty Years’ 

War. England» farmer» ceoM, long be
fore its end, raise on their own land 
enough food to support the country.

But this is not to be a Thirty Years’ 
War, and today, after three years of It, 
the fermera of England are raising enough 
wheat In a year to last the dountry ju*t 
ten weeks.

Nor Is this to be taken as a scare story. 
I looked last week at an enormous ele
vator In a remote part of England, far 
from air raids, where was stored enough 
wheat to last the island one year. Nor Is 
It likely that this great supply will have 
to be tapped. For the promise With which 
the kaiser launched his piratical ocean 
blockade—that of bringing England to her 
knees within three weeks—has long ago 
fallen flat. German sdtonarinee may ac
complish this much :

They may deprive England’s mercantile 
marine of enough ships to give Germany 
a more nearly even start on ssa after the 

(If anybody wants to trade with Ger
many after this weir!).

Th*y will accomplish no more than 
that. And It Is a matter of great doubt 
whether they *111 accomplish that much. 
For German submarines have given a 
tremendous boom tsf Shglish shipbuilding 
interests, a boom whose results are known 
only to the ministry of shipping

But this article deals with English
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The Coon Starts Down.
A despatch from Cobalt credits Mr. George Chap

man, representing the Minerals Separation Company, 
as sayiiug that his company, which controls the flota
tion process, has no present connection wdth Beer, 
Sondheimer & Co. 
hie concern Is now free from German influences and 

.Is prepared to deal with the mine operators on a more 
reasonable basis and revise downwards its scale of 
royalties.

This is quite satisfactory as tar as it goes. The 
important point is that the Canadian output of war 
metals and precious metals since the commencement 
of the war has been curtailed by the arbitrary action 
of the Minerals Separation Company. That company, 
in Canada and the United States alike, has seemed to 
be more anxious to cripple and curtail mineral pro
duction than to make the money it may'have been en
titled to make out of its undoubtedly valuable process. 
The company may. have been acting ..in good faith and 
it may have been unwittingly serving the interests of 
the central powers rather than the interests of the 
allies, tout the fact remains that it was pursuing a 
dog-in-the-manger policy in this country which threat
ened the Canadian mining industries with something 
like ruin.

The World took occasion to present the miners’ 
side of the case. It showed that the Minerals Separa
tion Company was in fact, whatever its intentions may 
ihave been, serving the interests of Germany by cur
tailing mineral production in Canada. We pointed 
out the fact, not at the time, we believe, disputed, that 
the sole agent of Minerals Separation Company on this 
continent was Beer. Sondheimer & Co., of 61 
way. New York; and in this connection we venture to 
say that Beer, Sondheimer & Company nave been black-. 
Meted by the British Admiralty and placarded toy the 
United Statee Government as a finger on the hand of 
the great German Motel Trust. u

Quite apart from its German affiliations we ob
jected to the policy of the Minerals Separation Com
pany, which practically refused to do business with 
the Cana4iafc» mine owners, but seemed bent upon em
broiling them in costly litigation and in curtailing 
mineral production. We urged the Dominion Govern
ment to tancel the patents of this company, and to 
permit the Canadian miners to use the flotation pro 
cess upon the payment of reasonable royalties. This 
fight we carried on single-handed so far as Toronto 
was concerned, and we heartily acclaimed Hon. Frank 
Cochrane’s, statement at Cobalt a few weeks'ago that 
the policy- advocated by Thq^World would be the policy 
adopted by the union government.

Hon. Mr. Cochrane learned thru The Cobalt 
Northern Miner and from the mine owners of the north 
country what the Minerals Separation Company was 
doing. He seems to have been the Davy Crockett 
that was needed for the occasion, and the coon is pre
paring to come, doyn. However, Ve are not surprised 

.to learn that the north country miners told Mr. Chap- 
main that they Granted the Dominion Government to 
ascertain and declare that his company was free from 
German influence and control before they would talk 
to him about the royalties he Is now anxious to. re
ceive. The World congratulates the minera and the 
union government upon what has already been accom
plished, and agrees with (them 
.many must be released from the vast store of 
metals that abound in New Ontario.
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1ii The Farmers and the Food Controller.

Hon. W. J. Hanna spoke at a meeting of repre
sentative farmers aa<f editors in the city yesterday, 
and he ehowed that the gravity of the food situation 
was being fully considered and provided for. While 
anxious not to depress public feeling he niade It clear 
at the same time that the conditions that existed were 
becoming worse and not better, and that there must 
be a general awakening if very grave and serious dis
tress is to be avoided, 
scarcely be sufficiently emphasized.

or the measures that are being applied to miti
gate the conditions. It is too late for remedy. All 
that can be done is to make the best of a calamitous 
Mtuation.

Practically all the food in the country is being 
rushed to Europe in order to meet the want that 
threatens the allied nations there, 
have been wiped out upon which much had been de
pending in America, 
must be the most careful thrift of foodstuffs. In eight 
months more, ills estimated, the pressure will be very 
serious if steps are mot token all round to conserve 
supplies. ** ;

Mr. Hanna gave several illustrations of what is 
being done. A sugar commission has been establish
ed, and no sugar can be bought in the world anywhere 
except thru this commission. The price fixed for raw 
sugar is 5% cents per pound. Cuba at first refused 
to sell at this rate, but when threatened by an em
bargo delivered her sugar. The sugar «fineries will 
be given a pro rata allotment of the raw material,, and 
they will deal similarly, with the wholesalers, and so 
on. The supply Will be reduced to about half all 
round. There can be no increase in prices, however, 
as the cost for the raw material is fixed. Sugar should 
not be sold over ten cents a pound. A -case where a 
higher rate was charged is being Investigated.

Mr. Hanna also explained the milk, the potato and 
the hog situations, abd invited investigation by the 
press into the operation of his department.

The farmers stated that not more than half the 
present crop need be expected next year owing to the 
scarcity of labpr and the abundance and lateness of 
the present harvest, which left no time for the pre
paration for next year’s work. Strenuous objection 
Was token to the alleged declaration by the city news
papers that the farmers were profiteers, 
repudiated by the editors, and no instances could 'be 
cited by the farmers.

The World has taken the side of the farmers thru-
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England’s 17,560,006 acres of pasture 
land explains why England’s farmers are 
producing only one-fifth the wheat nec
essary to sustain their country.

It takes ten years to make a good pas
ture in England, and farmers refuse to 
plow up their grass land for wheat until 
they can be assured it will pay them.

What will the price of wheat be, they 
ask, not for two or three years, but for 
a minimum period of four years?

The whole, world, wants a short war, 
and none more* than the farmers of Eng
land; but what' If .the war should end 
next year and the price of wheat should 
take a sharp slump? What of the farm
ers, then, who had, plowed up good grass 
land to sow wheat?'

Some land there Is In England which 
takes to grass as patutally as a duck 
takes to water.nclf: deteriorates slightly 
for the first four ypars after ft is left to 
grass, and then enajiee a period of from 
four to six year» when It gradually Im
proves under graPé^, Than the stock goes 
on tt, and tor the'next fifty years It con
tinues to Improve. And England's farm
ers have been instructed for centuries 
that grass and Uve stock are preferable 
to wheat.

Despite the obstacle England’s good 
grass land presents to an increased wheat 
acreage, there has been an Increase of 7 
per cent in 1916-16 over the average for 
the ten preceding-years. To accomplish 
even this small lnçreaee, however, a rise 
in ttife price of whjsat from $<„60 per quar
ter lb 1910 to $13.68 at present, was nec- 
essary. , ■

With these 17,506,fftM peitnre acres de
ducted from the -9X099,900 acres . are
available for farming In -England, Wales 
and Scotland, cropaf6tàtidn explains why 
wheat Is missing from so many of the 
remaining 14,500,000 ’’cultivated" acres. 
For, out of these 14,500.006 acres, only 
1,911,000 acres were, in this year 1917, ac
tually planted to wheat.

Four, five, six, seven, and even eight 
year rotation systems are used thruout 
England. From some of these wheat, has 
been entirely excluded, and in all of them 
no more than a wheat crop every alter-, 
nate year is provided for.

On light soils, .jitW, itfu 
roots, wheat, clowr^an*wheat, now that 
the demand for hiieit has soared, and, 
on heavier solhvdt fis roots or fallow, 
wheat, clover, whfeafcubeans, wheat. This 

eyt_ fB the crop rotation 
development, Wheat not
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BUTTER SCARCITY [SPANISH ONIONS 
FELT IN BRITAIN 1 SPOIL IN TORONTO

BRITISH ADVANi 
D1SC0NCThis was|

Berlin Paper Describes Q 
ations in Belgium a 

• "Flanders Hell."

Food Controller Hanna Orders 
Immediate Sale of 

Ten Tons.

Purchases in Australia Will 
Afford Little Present 

Relief.

eut the war, and has urged the necessity of more at- 
tentiofi being given to the farm labor question. We 
have also deplored the fact that the farmer gets so 
little of the high prices paid by the consumer. Wé 
have pointed out the cause and the cure.

! ,rut bioi. A A
Ï

If the
tanner does not join his fellow-farmers and ignore 
politics he will never be able to secure what he wants. 
If he wishes to secure more of the profits of his sales 
he must resort to co-operation as it has been adopted 
elsewhere, and as he has done to a limited extent in

TANKS ROLLOttawa. Now. A—As a result of re
présentations made iby the food con
troller to the department of customs, 
instructions have ’been given for the 
Immediate sale at the best price ob
tainable cf ten tons of Spanish onions 
which were spoiling in storage in 
Toronto.

The facts were brought to the at
tention of "the food controller by an 
official of. the Verrai Storage Com
pany. who stated that 297 casee of 
Spanish onions in storage in their 
plant had sprouted, and Jn another 
we< k’s time would not be fit for food. 
IJ he onions were placed in storage by 
the Canadian Eepanlo Company, 82 
West Front street, tout the storage 
company was unable to locate any 
person at that address, 
bad been shipped tfrom the West In
dies In bond.

The food controller at once took up 
the matter with the commissioner of 
customs, and the latter telegraphed 
to the collector of customs at Toronto 
instructing that an immediate Inves
tigation be made. Jhe result was an 
order for immediate sjple.

London, Nov- 8.—Little immediate 
relief from the butter scarcity need 
be anticipated from the large pur
chase of Australian butter announc
ed toy the government. Only a small 
portion of the 80,000 tons bought by 
the government if in existence. It is 
spring just now to. Australia, and 
the purchase .deals with the supplies 
which will he forthcoming during the 
next six or eight months.

“We are faced with a definite short
age between now and Christmas," 
said a prominent butter expert. 
“Stocks are low and importation from 
Denmark and Holland has practically 
ceased. The email quantities of Dan
ish and Dutch butter • which are in 
stock or are coming here are about 
the only ‘free’ butter obtainable. The 
government controls all the rest. We 
could probably have ’more of this 
Danish buttelr If the government 
would pay the price, but at present 
the bulk of the exports go to Ger
many, where butter ia welcome at al
most any price*”

f V

No Measure Can Prev 
Against Allies* Flame 

Throwers.

Ay

The5 labor man and the farmerCanada in some lines, 
must get together and promote their common inter- 1that the grip of Ger-ests if they wish to solve their common problems.

Mr. Hanna’s address made a deep impression and 
will make for a better understanding of the food con-

Canadlan Associated Prow Cable.
London, Nov. 8.—What Berlin tbfl 

of the capture of Passchendàele 
fleeted in an article In The 1 
Post, headed, 'The Flanders HeL 

, “Gas clauds covered aH our ax 
with thick rust. Flame throwers 
gan against which no measure < 
prevail. We now had the enemy 
ou? neck Tank afte? tank rol 
forward. Behind these came eco 
and Canadians. FlinaHy our reser 
made a counter-attack. Murder br 
out afresh. The battle ebbed a* 
but no rest came/’

The Dally Mail sa ye; “With
ridges around Ypres in our pom 
«ion, we threaten the German p< 
tiens on the coast and at Lille, fl 
ground has been won at great m 
flees, for the Germans fought dee 
ately, knowing what te at stake-

war
-A

- al rotation istroller’s work. Margarine.
Montreal has, advised with the food controller and 

recommends him to fix a price for margarine. This 
request he has consented to consider, and has even 
hinted that he may consider it favorably. However, 
the fixing of prices is so much against the policy the 
food controller has adopted we must mot toe too 
guine. The sale of margarine in Canada 
gift to the great corporations that will produce it and 
get the advantage of this new-found market. It 
there were justification for fixing the price of any
thing, it is in the case of margarine.

There is an Idea in some quarters that margarine 
' may cheapen the price of butter. It. is just as likely 

that with an unfixed price margarine will chase but
ter up the scale until it becomes an Inaccessible lux
ury.

I* A Misleading Word.
There has been a great deal of careless usage of 

the term conscription in the last twelve months, and frequency of wh 
is chiefly a war 
having been, prier to the war, nearly as 
popular a crop al oats.

It has-been suggested that an increased 
yield per acre, in the absence of a large 
Increase In actual acreage, would help, 
but raising the average yield of a British 
crop Is a Herculean job. Forty years 
ago the British farmer waa getting We 
thirty bushels of wheat out of an acre. 
Today he Is getting thirty-two 
And, by "the time he gets thirty- 
ls probable that the war will have been 
long ended.

And here arises a curious condition. 
France ia .getting only fifteen bushels 
Do the acre, but French farmers 
are feeding the nation without outside 
help. French crop rotations, which allow 
heavily for the cereals, are the explan
ation, however. A more liberal use of 
the artificial fertilizers also helps to 
explain the .French situation.

Most of the wheat grown In Great Bri
tain is grown In England, for among 
farmers on this Island, wheat Is essent- 
latlly an English crop. Of the 1,911,000 
acres given to wheat In the leland, only 
40,000 acres are In Wales, and 60,000 In 
Scotland. Scotch farmers are a great 
deal fonder of oats, ever 1,000,000 acres 
of oats having been grown In the north 
country dn 1914. There Is, however, a 
large acreage in the lowlands of Scot* 
land, which to quite suitable for wheat.

It to In the highlands of Scotland that 
rovch of the 24,000,000 acres of barren 
land in Great Britain lies.

The difference between the total acre
age of the Island (56,000,000) and the 
32,000,000 acres available for cultivation 
Is made up of mountains, forests, bar
ren heaths and’ fells, and the fact that 
It to quite devoid of farming possibilities, 
is attested by the further fact that for 
centuriee, even during long periods of i 
food scarcity and high prices, it has lain | 
In its present barrenness.

While the actual acreage in wheat has j 
shown a small decrease this year under ; 
last year’s figures, the barley, oats and 
potato acreages have shown enormous 
increases. Here Is the table:

Acres.
Wheat ..............1,911,000

..1.469,000 127,000 .....
145,000 ........
76,000 .....

we have frequently pointed out that what is techni
cally known as conscription in Europe has not been1

I The easessan- 
comes as a

proposed here and would not be endorsed by any con
siderable number of the people. Advantage is mow 
being taken of this ambiguity for political purposes, 
and we are hearing a great deal of disingenuous de
nunciation of conscription, which means to people of 
several of the European nations what we mean by 
militarism, the system that we are trying to abolish 
and against which all out efforts are directed.

It does’ not matter very much what the govern
ment system Is called so far as genuine Canadians are 
concerned. They know that the safety of their coun
try, the liberty of their children, the perpetuation or 
the traditions which make the British Empire what 
it is, all depend upon our triumph in this struggle.

• The aim of many insidious enemies of the nation, 
pro-Germans, friends of the autocratic system, is to 
convince the uninstruoted immigrant that conscription 

k here is the same thing as in Europe, imposes the same 
■ evils, and establishes the same Objectionable control 
f of a dominant military class.

This, of course, is not the case.

vmm
li Aever

Women registering tor war service 
i* the United States will be com
pelled to give their age and occupa
tion, etc.! bushels, 

mree, It

No one can say what the effect of disturbing the 
butter market by the entry of margarine may be. 
cheaper commodity, flooding the market, may drive 
butter to securer and more lucrative markets else-

may

iThe

k==V.a where; and like Canadian apples, Canadian butter 
be most expensive at home. f

iWhether the food controller fixes the price of 
garine or not he should provide that, as in Great 
Britain, all margarine shall be clearly marked as such, 
and heavy penalties should be imposed for 
6i,on. All restaurants and hotele should be 
to state to their guests whether 
is being served, 
choice of diets.

mar- «. #t'
Ji

r
•> h;

substitu- 
compelled 

butter or margarine 
Guests should at least have the

The selective
draft does hot call everybody to the army as in Ger-' 
many. It does not require life-long eervice. It takes 
no one from work which lé more necessary than the 
work of rthe army. It discriminates among those who 
are needed at home and those who are not. It recog
nizes the common burden that we all have to bear, and 
It places it on the shoulders of those who can carry it, 
Irrespective of their class or condition.

Nor Isithe selective draft in operation for military 
eervice alone.

j
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IMPERIAL
Ale Stout

THE !i? vWOXEEFE II Samuel T. Wood. ! BREWERY CO.;
i i iét.

Kind son of nature, lent a little while 
To tell us of the haunts and luring ways 
Of creatures countless in the scale of life

™lk„ ot ,man’ They caught thine eye
And thlnPfh/hy h?art 80 big and to them.
And then thou gav’st to us their charming tale. 
Outpouring at as if from magic flute.

"°Wl at !ast- th>" last sweet tune is played.
And than hast laid aside thine instrument;
With none to fake It up. And we are sad.
And nature sobs today on yonder shore.
Where hast thou gone? Is thine the flight of wing 
To go .den south or silver north? Thy friends 
Shall come again. Wilt tho,u? Thy fl.ght is long.
So long that thou shalt nevermore return,
And thou thyself, perplexed, didst not know where. 
But thou art good. And God who gave thee birth 
Has ample room and love for thee.

I IprI i
There are other activities as urgent 

and necessary as fighting, and those who can do bet
ter work at these than in the positions they hold at 
present may be transferred. Hon. Mr. Hanna stated 
yesterday that it was under consideration to divert 
some of the drafted men to farm work, where there

JLager j

i
i

ALE
jJust as delicious in taste, and 

as pure tod healthful as the old- 
time brews. Nothing used In 
the brewing but selected hops, 
malt and filtered water. Ideal 
for family use.

Fw sale at all Hotels and'Restaurant*. Oritr by Ik* COM! from jour Groctr or Dealer.

THE O'KEEFE BREWERY CO., LIMITED, TORONTO
FHONE MAIN 4202

I
IInc. Dec.

l,j»00is a shortage of labor, in view ot the great need for 
higher production of food.

National service ot this kind is not to be confused, 
therefore, with the system of conscription which in
volves life-long military service, which ds dependent 
not on the will of the people, but solely on the per
sonal decision of a ruling autocrat. Our national ser- 

depends on the decision of our elected represen
tatives; and the policy for which we fight ds not that 
of an irresponsible monarch, but of a league of all the

?zBarley ....
Oats ........ ..
Potatoes /.

This is due to the fine farming push, 
engineered by the food controller, the 
war office" and the agricultural execu
tive committees—a push which has dis
placed flowers with vegetables generally 
In gardens thruout the island and has 
dealt with derelict estates which here
tofore have produced nothing.

The fact still remains, however, that 
In the deep eeated hopes for an early 
peace, England’s farmers are producing 
annuaHy 62,900,000 bushels of wheat, on a 
fifth of the 236,000,000 bushels necessarv 
to feed her 43,000,000 population tor 
year-

j
..2,230,000 
.. 504,000 i

- »lj
G. B.

S iiNever eet a person down as dull until you have tried 
him alone, and, even if the duolog fails, do not be too 
sure which is the dull one.

From the saip of the birch-tree some of the tribes of 
-northern Russia prepare their ordinary drink, “birken. 
wasser.” from which they also make vinegar; and In 
some districts they boll.lt-into a sweet syrup which serves 
them instead of sugar.

1 :
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à Mfree democracies in the world.
The baser political aims of those wbo^istort and *1

(Copyright, 1917.)
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