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AiwcMtioa, vliicb I km told, ia on* of tb«
tonUelM of th« irrat Am«rlc>ii octopui, tho

Ath combino, and tbii Imt aaotod oar whit*-

Aih at S cmU par pound wnolaaala, and our
•turgaon at from ( to it cant*, wbila Una
droaaad treat takan from aaatarn watart waa
ualy qaotad at H cast*.

Now, I want to give you the r i>drt« of

two of hit officer* on Uiu lakvs:

I. Oflear Macnaaion of Arnaa, on tha wa«t-

am ahora of Lm» Winnipaf, raporta a aM:r»tii«

In thocalch <>f a«b in hia diHtrict, aa eouiparMl

with laat laaaon, and aajs that wintar Aabini

waa a failarr. He rvporta eloaa aaaaona and
otbar raaalatiooa wall obaarTad in bit dia-

triot and oloaaa bia raport a« followt;: In

mr opinion tba lalie will anraljr ba daplatad

of flab in a faw yaara if tba ompaniaa ara al-

lowad to Bib aa at preaant.'

Antjiw McKay, oii« of the oldest men
on Lak>! \Viniiii>t'L'. a niuri wlio wa* in the

I'mpluy uf th>! lilt' ir.jvrrniniMit (or niuny

yeara us Indian u-'iiit iit lloretra river,

niakfs tlii!« ri|>'irt:

a. Angua McKay, E»q., of Boran'a rirar, lata

Indian agant at tba point, baa reaidad tbara

tor liver twi'ntv yenr*. and hiii nlwiiyt t.ikiMi a

lively intaraat in all niattara pertaining to tba

welfare of tba oommunitv, and now writea

atating that the lalce in lioiiiK rapidly dppUt.d

of both whiteflab and sturgeon, and urges tha

goveruinent tn pay hrml to it before it ia too

lata. I niay add "that this opinion i» shared

by all diaintermted parties who have given

thia matter any cousidaration.

Mr Cololouyli al^'o makes the followitii,'

report to the deputy minister, which with

your permirtition 1 will not read, but hand
in, as I do not wi.<h to take up the time of

the House. After a lengthy report he says:

In conclusiou permit me to say that I have

given the matter of our fisheries ronMiderable

itudy, and consulted hundreds of settlers, and

Cple who have no interests, other than tba

t interests of the province to serve, and all

ara of opinion that lake Winnipeg is being

rapidly depleted of both whitefish and stur-

geon and tnat even one more season's fishing

fuch as last year, and a few preceding years,

will be disastrous.
In vprifiintion of thii let mo state 'hat tl,!-

enly wbitaflsh now left in the lake are within

from -•' til -'• miU'- of tin- most noitlipilv

parts. Last season over twelve hundred tons

were taken under commercial licenses by tho

Dominion Fidb Coinpony, most of which were
caught within 23 miles of the outlet of the

lake. Then it must be borne in mind that all

Bib which pass ever Sea Falls never return.

The first mentioned fishing was done in the

south portion of the lake near to the mouth
of Red river, where whitefi?h were very pier 'i-

ful, then tbay moved gradually northward to

Swampy island. When these grounds wer<>

Bshed out, ther then moved to Reindeer island

where tliey fisned so lonjj as it was profitable,

and then shifted to Qenrge's island, and later

to Horse island, the most northerly island in

tha lake and all commercial fishing was car-

ried on last season between this island and
the north shore of tba lake.

At tkls omant gaaga of man ara angagad
buildlBf ie« hoaaaa and making otbar aitaa-
aiva prvpn rations on the northern •bore* of the
take ia tba vicinity of Warren's landing, and
l'la.vi(ri»ii liik», ptriiHriitiiry '» o|M>ration*

tbara tbia wintar and next summar, and aa I

Mid bafora, if fishing is permitted for anotbar
year on laeb a seafa, it will prova a aarioaa
matter to tba paopU of tbii provtnea.

These reports prove conclusivi'ly that Mr.
ColeleuL'h saw eye to eye with Mr. Wllmot,
iitiij did all that any man could do to tftva

the tisheries u( Lake Winnipeg, but the u(-

lieials of the ilepartnielit and I fear the
minister himself l''nt a deaf ear to hit re*

porta and reciinimendations; and after

stru^i,''lin;< (or two year* with the depart-

rni'iit to si-cure justice (or the settli-rs of

Lake Winnipeg, he gave up the flght in
di.'ti.'ust. and resigned. The poslMon waa
then tiUi'd )>y a man taken out of a hard-
wan- store ill the town of Selkirk, a man
who knew no mure about fish than the aver-

aiii' nii'mlitT of this House know* about
watelimukin^' I have no hesitation in say-

ini; that it was iin the recommcndatinn o(

the head of the hsh combine in Selkirk,

the president of the Dominion Kiah (."om-

|iany. Captain William Kobertion, that
.Mr Youiii; wu.s appointed to that position.

While a very estimable man, Mr. Younir
i

at tliat tinii- waa thoroughly ignorant of
till- tisheries. It is a very grave question
wln'tliiT 111- kni'w a whiti'llsh (rum a tiillibee,

or a tulliliiM' from a pieki rel ; but he was
just the kind o( a man who suited the
LTcat American tlsh interest. .\» he knew
nothing about the fisheries, he could not
.see where these great companies were des-

troying the fisheries of Lake Winnipeg.
Coming in right on the heel« o( Mr. Col-

eleiich, a man who had years o( experi-

ence in the fisherie.si, and who had resided

at the headcpiartiTs o( the fisheries at Sel-

kirk, ever sinoe they were started. Mr.
Young made a report, and I wish to nuote
; passage of it to give you an idea of the

position he took in this matter. His re-

port to the nonunion Commission o( Fish-

eries, Ottawa, is dated Selkirk, March 18,

Ifl02, and in it he says:

Aa waa foreshadowed in tho preliminary

statement published in last year's report, tha

returns show an increase in the iiiinntity of

fish caught and exported over the year IWH).

Whitefish h?-. been very plentiful, so much
so that some of tt.e companies got all the fish

reqnirad in about six weeks or two months
fishing. 1 1 m pleased to report a yield of

1,364,000 pounds over the preceding year's,

which goes to show that wa have still an abun-
dance of whiteti'ili ill nur waters at any rat«;
1 rill sav -o with regard to the waters of Lake
Winnipeg.

1 just want to point out how easily a

man may be misled. I do not believe that

Mr. Young realized, when he made that re-

port, how misleading it would be to the de-

iiurtiiioMt, He states that there is abund-


