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IT is only n few years ngo since the " Great

Xorthwei't" indicated the States of Minne-

sota, Illinois, Michigan, and the States between

New Kngland and the Kocky Mountains. Since

that time the cry of gold has led thousands of

our population across the Rocky Mountains and

the glistening peaks of the Nevada range, to the

sunny slopes and verdant valleys of the Pacific.

Thriving cities have arisen on the plains where
roamed huge herds of buffalo. The regions where

half- savage Indians reared cattle, and where

the traders and trappers of the Hudson Bay held

almost undisputed sway, are now organized por-

tions of the republic, with recognized laws and
promising institutions. California is now a rich

and settled State of the Union, with a future

the greatness of which wo can only conjecture.

The river banks of Idaho and Montana are dot-

ted with camps of gold and silver miiiers—the

hardy pioneers of a great and prosperous coun-

try. The broad prairies and the beautiful val-

leys of Oregon are filled with a sturdy race of

agriculturists ; the cars creep along the fast-

nesses where the Indian could scarce find a
trail ; and the steamers ply for nearly a thou-

sand miles from the mouth of the Columbia

—

that Achilles of rivers. In Washington Terri-

tory, so long the debatable ground, and the

scene of Indian massacres, the lumbermen arc

cutting their way into the old forests ; and fleets

of trading vessels are lying at anchor in its har-

bors. Nay, far north, beyond where the Nootka

savage strings his shells, and the hardy Hydah
shapes his canoe, Alaska is heard knocking nt

the gate of the republic, seeking entrance where

so many others have entered in, " Westward

Entcrpd according to Act of ConRress, tn the year 1870, by Harper and nrolheni, In the Olerk'S Office of the

District Court of the Uulted States, for the Sontheru District of New Yor:.

Vol. XI.I.—No. 444.-81


