
ISABELLA OF VALOIS. 7

a certain space iirhicli had been fixed on for their meeting,

and which was surrounded by four hundred French and as

many English knights, brilliantly armed, who stood with

drawn swords. These knights were so marshalled, that the

two kings passed between their ranks, conducted in the follow-

ing order : the dukes of Lancaster and Gloucester supported

the king of France, while the dukes of Berri and Burgundy,

uncles of the French king, conducted king Eichard, and thus

they advanced slowly through the ranks of the knights ; and

when the two kings were on the point of meeting, the eight

hundred knights fell on their knees and wept for joy,"-

a unanimity of feeling very remarkable in eight hundred

knights.

"King Richard and king Charles met bare-headed, and,

having saluted, took each^other by the hand, when the king

of France led the kmg of England to his tent, which was

handsome and richly adorned ; the four dukes took each other

by the hand, and followed them. The English and French

knights remained in their ranks, looking at each other with

good humour, and never stirred till the whole ceremony was

over. When the two kings entered the tent, holding each

other by the hand, the dukes of Orleans and Bourbon, who

had been left in the tent to welcome the monarchs, cast

themselves on their knees before them : the Mngs stopped,

and made them rise. The six dukes t^n assembled in front

of the tent, and conversed together; meantime the kings went

into the tent and conferred selus, while the wine and spices

were preparing. The duke of Berri served the king of France

with the comfit-box, and the duke of Burgundy with the cup

of wine. In like manner was the king of England served by

the dukes of Lancaster and Gloucester. After the kings had

been served, the knights of France and England took the

wine and comfits, and served the prelates, dukes, princes, and

counts ; and after them, the squires and other officers of the

household did the same to all within the tents, until every

one had partaken of the wine and spices ; during which time

the two monarchs conversed freely.
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