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At 7.35 Commodore Dewey withdrew his ships that

the men might breakfast. The Spanish ships were

in a hopeless state. Shortly after eleven the Ameri-

cans returned and ranged up again before the ships

of Spain, nearly all of which were in flames. For

an hour and a quarter longer the blazing ships were

pounded with shot and shell, the Spaniards feebly

replying. At the end of that time the work was at

an end, the batteries being silenced and the ships

sunk, their upper works still blazing. Of their

crews, nearly a thousand had perished in the fight.

Thus ended one of the most remarkable naval

battles in history. For more than three hours the

American ships had been targets for a hot fire from

the Spanish fleet and forts, and during all that time

not a man had been killed and not a ship seriously

injured. Meanwhile, the Spanish fleet had ceased to

exist. Its burnt remains lay on the bottom of the

bay. The forts had been battered into shapeless

heaps of earth, their garrisons killed or put to

flight. It was an awful example of the difference

between accurate gunnery and firing at random.

Two months later a second example of the same

character was made. Spain's finest squadron, con-

sisting of the four first-class armored cruisers Maria

Teresa, Vizcaya, A Imirante Oquendo, and Cristobal

Colon, with two torpedo-boat destroyers, lay in the

harbor of Santiago de Cuba, blockaded by a power-

All American fleet of battle-ships and cruisers under

Admiral Sampson. They were held in a close trap.

The town was being besieged by land. Sampson's

fleet far outnumbered them at sea. They must


