
3 CELT AND SAXON

tending parties, that he had been the victim of

an impetus. True; still his present position

involved a certain outlay ol money simply, not at

all his bondage to the instrument it had procured

for him, and that was true ; nevertheless, to buy

a ticket to shy it away is an incident so imcommon,

that if we can but pause to dwell on the singularity

of the act, we are imlikely to abjure our fellowship

with them who would not be guilty of it; and

therefore, by the aid of his reflections and a re-

maiu' .er of the impetus, Mr. Patrick O'Donnell

stepped into a carriage of the train like any ordi-

nary English traveller, between whom and his

destination there is an agreement to meet if they

It is an experience of hesitating minds, be they

Saxon or others, that when we have submitted

our persons to the charge of public companies,

inmiediately, as if the renouncing of our independ-

ence into their hands had given us a taste of a will

of our own, we are eager for the performance of

their contract to do what we are only half inclined

to ; the train cannot go fast enough to please us,

though we could excuse it for breaking down;

stoppages at stations are impertinences, and the

delivery of us at last on the platform is an aston-

ishment, for it is not we who have done it—^we

have not even desired it. To be imperfectly in

accord with the velocity precipitating us upon a


