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literary instincts which naturally belong to the races from which they have
sprung.

The political system under which the provinces are now governed is

eminently adapted to the circumstances of the whole country. Self-

government exists in the full sense of the term. At the base of the polit-

ical structure lie those municipal institutions which, for completeness, are

not excelled in any other country. It is in the enterprising province of

Ontario that the system has attained its greatest development. Every vil-

lage, township, town, city, and county has its council, composed cf reeves or

mayors, and councilors or aldermen elected by the people, and having

jurisdiction over all matters of local taxation and local improvement, in

accordance with statutory enactments. Under the operation of these

little local parliaments—the modern form taken by the folkmote of old

English times—every community, regularly organized under the law, is

able to build its roads and bridges, light the streets, effect sanitary arrange-

ments, and even initiate bonuses for the encouragement of lines of railway.

The machinery of these municipalities is made to assist in raising the

necessary support of public schools. Free libraries are provided for in

every municipality, whenever the people choose, as in the enterprising

city of Toronto and in the great midland capital of Birmingham, to tax

themselves for the support of these necessary institutions. In the other

provinces the system is less symmetrical than in Ontario, but even in the

French section, and in the maritime provinces, where these institutions

have been more recently adopted, the people have it within their power

to manage all those minor local affairs which are necessary for the comfort,

security, and convenience of the local divisions into which each province

is divided for such purposes. Then we go up higher, to the provincial

organizations governed by a lieutenant-governor, nominated and remov-

able by the government of the Dominion, and advised by a council respon-

sible to the people's representatives; with a legislature still composed, in

the majority of the provinces, of two houses—a council appointed by the

crown, except in Prince Edward Island, where it is elective; and an assem-

bly chosen by the people, on a very liberal franchise. The fundamental

law, known as the British North America Act, which v;as passed by the

Imperial Parliament in 1867, gives jurisdiction to the provincial govern-

ments over education, provincial works, hospitals, asylums, and jails,

administration of justice (except in criminal matters), municipal, and all

other purely local affairs. In the territories not yet constituted into prov-

inces there is provided a more simple machinery, in the shape of a council

partly elective and partly nominated by the crown, which has the power


