
Th«' proiiioiors ol' th*"! l^'iiuhaniois Cauiil know (luito

woU th:i: the w'holo alhiir would bo hroiv^rhi lu'loit' iho n^pro-

seutalives of tlio people al the next meeting' ol'tlif House.

(oMMJrrKi; OK KM^UIKY Al'IMtlNTKD.

The late John Simpson, then member for the County of

Vaudreuil, had addn'sseil to tin* (loveruor-deneral, a strony'

protest ayainsi the proeci'dings of Mr. Killaly, <lenoun(inu:

the wli«»le .schenn' and its revsults. A petition to llic same
effect was also presented to the ]^ejj;islature. A Committee
WHS appointed to make an encpiiry into the case. The whole
job was laid bare before the ('ommittee. (See (bin-ral

Report of i*. W. for lHtJ7, also Api). of Journal lor IM2.)

The statements contained in the Jveports of Messrs.

Stevenson and Baird. and fully endorsed and aceei)ted by
Messrs, Killaly and Keefer, were disproved, not oidy with
regard to the merits of tht» line on th«' south side ; tlie (piality

of the soil that was to be excavjted; the cost of construction;

but, above all, with reierence to the western extremity or

channel of communication, from the eanal proper to the navi-

•i'able channel on Lake St. Francis. The delects of that route,

its physical diiliculties. the absence of any channel of eom-
munication to the lake from tht? western extremity of tln^

canal, were clearly shown to the Conunittee by compt^tent

enuineers, by members of the Lejiislature, by pilots and by
other persons. Th»' tfieory advocatinl by Mr. Killaly, and
his stateme.it of fails upon which it was founded, were
clearly proved to be erroneous.

The committee merely reported the evidence to the

House, alleging that a prorogation was on the point of

taking' place. It became known, afterwards, that two
members of the committee had accepted ollices under the

Crown.

But apart from the evidence adduced f)efore that com-
mittee, have we not an experitmoe of t' ':ty years, acquired

at an immense cost, to disprove every on • of the statements

contained in tlie reports of the promoters of the Beauharnois
Canal V

How can we explahi the silence of that comuiittee,

composed chiefly of ijentlemen who were the strong siij*-

porters of the (Jovernment of the day, and tlie personal

Iriends of ]Mr. Killaly, in a case where his professional skill


