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is the fufpciifiyn €f the Habeas Corpus, of wliich yru compl.iin.

In its efFcds it is pcrfedly confonant to the common law oftlic

land againft Piracy, and an At\ of Parliament of this nature

was the only method of comprehending thole, vho, after hav-

ing committed the moft dire(ft ads of Piracy, might endeavour

to flieltcr themfelves under the name of Rebellion. If we widi

for proofs of this, it is well known, that, during the continuance

of this unhappy war, a numerous felt of men, unlicenfcd by any

fpecies of hoftile Juilice whatever, and without direct authority

from their own Powers, have purchafed vcflels on their owa

account, and gone out to fea with the hopes of paying them-

felves by their depredations. Thefc men, though iheltcred un-

der the appearance of open and declared war, liave converted to

their own ufe alone the profits of fuch captures. I need noli

mention the various (hips from the Weft Indies that have

fallen into their hands, which they have plundered without any

pretence of jaflice, and whofe Owners they have treated in the

vileft and moft barbarous manner. I appeal to every one, whe-

ther Piracy is too harfli a name for fuch actions ; or whe-

ther it is cruel that againft thefe People the prcfent A6t of Parlia-

ment fliould be diredcd, that they might no longer have a pre-

tence for concealing themfelves under the general banner of Re-

bellion, or be exchanged as prifoners of war. However highly,

^ir, you may think of the honour of Rebellion, you v.- ill allow,
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