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aphorifm or other general maxim whatever^

the theorems of Euclid not excc;»tcd;

namely, " t&at no Englt/bman, nor indeed

any other freeman^ is or can be rightfulfy

taxed, but by his own adlual confent in perforin

or by the majority of thofe who are chofen

by himfelfor others hisfellowfubjeSis to refre-^

fent the whole people**

Right reafon and the fpirit of a free

conflitqtion require that the reprefentation

of the whole people ihould he as equal as

poflible. A perfcdl: equality of reprcfcrt-

tation has been thought impradicable

;

perhaps the nature of human affairs will

not admit of it. But it moft certainly

might and ought to be more equal than

it is at prefent in any ilate. The difficulties

in the way of a perfedlly equal reprefenta-

tion are fuch that in mofl countries the poor

people can obtain none. The lufl of power

and unreafonable domination are, have been«

and I fear ever will be not only impatient

of, but above, controul. The Great love

pillows of down for their own heads, and

chains for thofe below them. Hence 'tis

pretty eafy to fee how it has been brought

about, that in all ages defpotifm has been
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