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Heaven, and fo abfurd the Judgment of thole

who prelide over naval Affairs in this King-

dom. This Condudl of our M r§ is not

however without it's Advocates 5 the Reafons

for juflifying their Proceedings in this Manner

are yet more extraordinary than the Behaviour

itfelf : It is moft gravely urged in Defence of

this Condud, that the French Squadron was

not attacked in Europe, becaufe their Allies,

particularly the Spaniard, fliould not take Um-
brage at •our Behaviour j or fuch an Aftion

bring on Hoftilities in Europe, What kind of

Capacities mud thefe Men poffefs, who can

imagine that an Englijhman of common Scnfe

can be cajoled with fuch frivolous Pretenfions

to a JufHhcation of wrong Meafures? Who
can be deluded to believe, that a Fleet, freight-

ed in France with Arms, Ammunition, Sol-

diers, and Provifions for America, can create

any Difference of Opinion in a Nation, whe-

ther it be defeated on the Coaft of France or

the Banks of Newfoundland^ Thefe Advocates

muft have well ftudied Grotius and Puffen-

dorff, who make this Diftindion ; and un-

derftand human Nature to great Perfedlion,

who conceive, that the Spanijh Miniftry can

be influenced againft England, or to it's Ad-
vantage, in Favour of, or contrary to it's own

. Intereft,
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