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*' been to 83 dcg. that the Tea was then free from Ice, but that

*' he had made no difcoveries, vviihont mentioning any more par-

** ticulars, for we afk after nothing but \A'hale<5. Wlun I Ipukc id

" him it was in July, and then we eoiild get no further North,

*' than79 d. 30 m. for the ice. In fliort, we can (eldom proc«.ed

" much higher than 80 deg. and a half, but almort always to that

" latitude, for it feems that the eonjuncHion of the currents, often

" faftens the ice there. I fifhed laft year, f cm 80 deg. 25 min.
*' to 80 deg. 35 min. according to the land we made after-

" wards.

" But in the year 1707, Captain Cornells Giliis, having gone
** without any ice far to the Northward of Si deg. (iiiled to the

" North of the Seven Illands, proceeded from thence Eaf), jnd
" afterwards S. E. remaining to the Eaft of the North Eafl:

*' land, when coming again to latitude 80 deg. he difcovcred
" about 25 miles (j Eaft, from the country to the N. E. very high
** lands, on which, as far as we know, no body has ever been.
" As to the feafon when the Spitzbergen feas may beexpedled
" to be free from ice, I believe, according to my obfervations

" that the moft open fea to the Northward, generally hap-
" pens in the month of September, but then the nights begin,
*' and make the navigation dangerous.

" I am, &c.

« JOHN WALIG."

(a) Fifteen to a degree, at the Equator.
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