
«o THE KLONDIKE GOLD REGION.

the cracks being cliinkfd with tnoss. Tlie

roof is made of polt-S or sl.'ihs and covered

with iiioss, and on top of many cal)ins

wild flowers can be .seen jjrowinjj (hirinfj

the Snmmer. They .ire easily heated,

however, with the small sheet-iron stoves

I'liiversally used by the miners—an im-

portant consideration in a climate where
the thermometer sometimes indicates

eighty deg; ;es below zero.

The only amnsements during the dark
season are drinking and gaml)Iing, and
there are numerous saloons, where bad
whiskey is sold for fifty cents a drink and
cards for one dollar a pack. There is also a

bakery, where a loafof bread costs twenty-

five cents and a pie fifty cents. The price

for a shave is the same as for a pie.

The Mission of the Kr>tablished Church
of England, builv near here some years

since, has lost much of its influence since

the arrival of 'vhite men and whiskey.

The dogs, v hich are such expert thieves

and fighters, become valuable as winter

arrives, and with their sleds fill the place

that the boats supply during the sum-
mer. All goods are freighted with them,

and when not too heavily loaded they
can make considerable distance during a
daj'. After a day of hard work they are

fed a piece of dried dog salmon, and
lie down in the snow to sleep during the

coldest weather ; they are always hun-
gry and will eat their leather harness if

given an opportunit}'.

Fort Cudahy takes its name from the

well-known Chicago speculator, who is a

member of the North American Trans-

portation and Trading Companj' ; it is

located on higher ground than the n,T.l

post, and its warehou.ses and surrounding
cabins are made from logs that are

slabbed, which gives it a more attractive

appearance. Here also is a sawmill, for

which many logs are rafted down the

river. Logs suitable for building cabins

are worth from one to two dollars each,

and lumber sells for twenty-five dollars a
thousand feet.

In the latter part of August I made
the journey to Circle City, accompanied
by a hunch-l)acked Itidian boy, who
steered x\\\ light boat. Already the nights

were growing long, and as we camped
with no covering but our blankets, I was
sometimes awakened b\ the brilliancy of

the aurora borealis, though it did not

display the splendor that it attains dur-

ing the winter.

Fav()ral)ly located on the left l)ank of

the Yukon, near the point where it enters

the arctic circle, is Circle City. This
center of population already contains

three trading stores, a stovemaker's slinp

a restaurant, eight .saloons and two luiu

dred and twentj' cabins. A Recorder has

been elected, and lots fronting on the

river have a value of several hundred dol-

lars.

It is difficult to write accurately of the

value of the gold production of interior

Alaska ; the miners are generally dis-

posed to be secretive concerning the num-
ber of ounces that they po.sse.ss. The
largest "sack" that I .saw taken out of

the country weighed about forty pounds
avoirdupois and was worth aljout ten

thousand dollars. I heard of others wi .h

more than thrice this amount. From men
well qualified to speak on the matter, l)()th

from their position and information, I

have obtained the statement that the

value of last year's production was nearly

one million dollars, or one .seventh of

t1ie purchase price paid by the United

States to Russia for this territory ; this

does not include the production of the

famous Douglas Island, near Juneau, or

the placer mines of Cook's Inlet, and
other points along the coast.

The latest newspaper reports give au-

thentic accounts of wonderfully rich dis-

coveries of coarse gold along the Klon-

dike River and its tributar}' creeks during

the past season. Many miners have re-

turned to the States with large quantities

of gold dust and nuggets which the}'

have washed out within the last four

months. A large number of the fortunes

thus made amount to fifty thousand dol-

lars or more, while several miners have
brought back moi^ than twice that sum
in gold. The be.st informed state thai

between two and three million dollars i;i

gold has been taken out of the Klondike
region alone this season. In consequence
there is at present a great rush of gold-

seekers to the upper waters of the Yukon
by both the Chilkoot pass and the river

route. It is estimated that since the an-

nouncement of the rich finds was made
in July, at least five thou.sand prospectors

have entered Alaska. Thousands more
are preparing to go there next spring.


