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eventual Confederation with tlie Dominion; and, furthermore,

tliat the idea, so far as tlic! tran-^uiisHioii of Briti^-li iiitercrttH

and inlhienccs are concornod. it is the irreatost idea cnuneiatod

for a eontury. I havealnnidy told you, in uiy corrcspondenco
with the Colonist. Iiow the coufiiruration of tiio uppor coun-
try ])oints naturally to ;l'.iS result, for I really helieve it

would not cost m(.>'0 to tiike a railroad to-day from Yale
through the Ilorse-b'ly country to the Rocky Mountains
than it has already cost to build one from Sacramento to the

Summit of the Sierra Mountains, tlionuh only somcthini? over

200 miles. Thus, $2(),00(),0ll(), 1 believe,* of the original

stock is gone. I do not think the most salient points in

favor of t/onfederation have been ])resented to you, neiUier

do I tliink it has been discussed entirely free from personal

prt'juiiees and ;ild pililical proclivities. Now, it seems to

me, any measure having lor its olijeet ostensibly tlic per-

petuity of England's greatness, by insuring the prosperity of
'

her Colonies, should receive tiic respectful attention of every

Bi'itisii subject. Now, ('onlcdcration cannot l)0 understood

without discussing the encn-oaclnuLUts made on our Asiatic

interests by the aggressive spirit ot the Americans since

their establishment upon this coast; nor do 1 refer to that

spirit, becausi> 1 fear it, but to indue'! tlie lOiiglish, it possi-

ble, to imitate it. In lifte^Mi years, they have done more in

overcoming the national prejudices of the Japanese by the

potent inlluence of commerce, than we have done from the

otiicr side in fifty ye-irs by tlie means of irciities and salt-

petre; and to-day, from their pro.ximity to Japan, by tiieir

establishment at San Fi'ancisco and with their Overland
Railroad, they eont'st with us in no mean manner tlie supre-

nmcy of ilominion f)n the Pacific, and thi-eaten seriously to

Avrest irom our grn-p a large portion of tiie rich trade of

the Orient ; for you may l)c assured, if they once iiimly get
• a foothold iu Japan, they will ailvnnce further. IJnw then

can they be checked ? J answer, l)y inunediiite Confedera-

tion with Canada. The real hivep of his country, and the

real .statesman, will not view this question simply l)y the im-

mediate gdiid ('oul'cdcration would do this Colony, although
» that is a view you cannot and ought not to overlook; ho

must view it to under-staml it prop(!rly as an Euirlish as well

as a Colonial cpjestion. It is by these great results the wel-

fare ol this country will be iiest snltserved. VV^e can oidy

check the Amei'ican en<'roachnient upon our Kastern trade by

imitating their example on the racilic, and we can oidy do
tliat througli this Colony. F(M'C(! this view upon tiic Knglish

and th(>y will see at once what they (tught to have s(;en long

ago —that this (.'oiony, next to Austr.ilia, is the; most im-

])ortant possession England has. This, it uuiy be said, is

si;iiply raising a luture issue, that nmy or may not come to

])ass, while we want immcdi;ite njilcf. What more, pray, do
tiie opponents of t/'onfedi'ratioii (jIVcr liy asking you to wait

than a future issue, without investing the claims of the

Colony with new interest? i know very well the Colony


