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miiiil of the ri.-k lie \vii> niiiniiij: "f l.riiij: tnkon for an ordi-

nary man, a ^aiIlt. a linnifac'. a I'aiiial.-nnr. lie iiil.Tniptcd

Uic'mclddy of Invc h\ a veil, thf thousand v-.icfs of lirll joined

in it. Kartli hlr>>od." Ilrawn hannod. Tlic (.luircli was

shaken to its ancient foundations.

7V Drum Inuil'iitius! cried tlie many voices.

"(In to ilie (h'vil. hnite heasts that you are! Pv's! Dios!

Gnniju, dnnonh,^! Idiots! Wliat fools yon are with your

dotar.l (iodl" and a torrent of imprecation^ poinvd Jorth

like a stream of reil-hot hiva from the month of VeMivius.

"Dnis Sahaoth! . .
>'';6<;'///( .'" cried tlie lielievers.

'•Yen are insultin.t; the majesty of Hell," >houted Don

.hian. LMiashin- lii.^ -teeth. In anfither moment the living

arin sti-n-Lde.l Out of th<' reli-inary. and was brandished over

the asseinlilv in mockery and despair.

"Tlie saint is lilessintr ns." crie«l tlie old women, ehildrcn,

lovers, and the erednlous amon.a the crowd.

And note how often we are deceived in the hnma-e we

pay; the <rroal man scoffs at tho.-^.' who p-ai-.' him. and i)ays

coinpliments now and a.irain to those whom he lan-hs at in

the depths of his lieart.

Just as tlie Ahhot. prostrate before tlie altar, was chanting

•'Snnrtr .Jnhnnncs. nrn pro )wbl.<!" he heard a voice exclaim

sutlicientlv distinetlv: "0 axjU'inc!"

"What "can be .iroin,-: on up there?" cried the Suh-prior, as

ho saw the reliquiiry move.

"The saint is plavinir the devil." rejdied the Ahhot.

Even as lie spoke'the livin- head tore itself awav from th(>

lifeless body, and dropped upon the -allow cranium of the

otliciatinjz priest.

"Remember Doila Elvira!" cried the thin.sr, with its teetli

sot fast in the .Vbhot's head.

The Abbofs horror-stricken shriek di-turbed the ceremony

;

all the ecclesiastios hurried u]^ and crowded abcnit their chief.

"Idiot, tell us now if there is a God !" the voic(< cried, as tho

Abbot, bitten throujzh the brain, drew his last breath.
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