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3. The Parts of Speech.

Tlio sentence is a complete wliole made up of two

principal members, the subject ami the pre<licate. There

must, therefore, be at least two words in every sentence

tliat can be constructed, and two principal functions for

words to perform. "Flowers bloom." "Dogs bark."

" Mary sang." " Stars twinkle." In these sentences, the

words, powers, dogs, Mary, sfurs, all serve the same

purpose. Their function or use is to NAME objects

about which we wish to say .something. So also with

the words, bloom, bark, samj, tivinklc These words

have their own special work to do. They all perform

the same function, namely, that of telling us something

ixhont pmera, d<)(jH, Mary and Hhtrn, respectively. These

are the two principal functions of words in sentences.

There are other functions to be considered besides the

two principal ones. On the basis of function, words

may be divided into seven clas.ses, called PARTS OF

speech: Nouns, Verbs, Pronouns, Adjectives, Ad-

verbs, Prepositions, Conjunctions.

The functions of the two principal parts of speech

have already been mentioned. A NouN is a word used

as a name for something, as flovrr, Mary. A Verb is a

word which tells something about some person or thing,

gives a connn;uid or tasks a (juestion, as " Flowers bloom "
;

" Mary siu^s " ;
" Come here "

;
" Have you a match ?

"


